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CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s Religious Affairs Minister Mohammad Mahjoub 
said scholars preaching militant thoughts have been banished from 
mosques as part of a government campaign to fight a rising fundamentalist 
influence. Mr. Mahjoub told Reuters in an interview, that scholars 
preaching extremist ideas were no more than some dozens. “Those have 
been removed because they carried extremist ideas which they tried to 
enforce on our youths," be added. He said the government, realising that 
Muslim militants were using mosques to recruit followers and promote the 
establishment of an Islamic caliphate, bad decided since November to 
bring all mosques and prayer rooms under its direct control. About 50 per 
cent of Egypt's 120,000 mosques and prayer rooms were now government- 
controlled and the takeover of the rest would end in 1995. He said lack of 
control over the establishment of religious centres had made it easy for 
militants to infiltrate them. "Our mosques became platforms for the 
extremists to spread their perverted and terrorist thoughts by preaching 
the Islamic call through using force, attacking non-Muslims and stirring 
trouble with the aim of destabilising Egypt." Mr. Mahjoub said. 

(See related story oa page 2) 


Volume 17 Number 5247 


AMMAN TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 1993, RAMADAN 9,1413 


Price: Jordan 100 fib; Saudi Arabia 1*50 riyals; UAE 1-50 dir hams 


Senior Iraqi envoy 
meets BenAli 

TUNIS (R) — Barzan Ibrahim AI 
Tikriti, political adviser to Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, met 
Tunisia’s President Zine AI Abi- 
dine Ben Ati Monday. Mr. Tikriti 
told reporters he carried a mes- 
ji sage from President Saddam to 
w the Tunisian president. He did 
not go into details. President 
Saddam appointed Mr. Tikriti, 
bis half brother, as political advi- 
sor last week with the rank and 
salary of a cabinet minister. As 
Iraq’s envoy to the U.N. mission 
in Geneva since 1989, he has led 
behind-the-scenes efforts to re- 
build Iraq’s diplomatic links with 
other Arab countries and erode 
the isolation imposed on Bagh- 
dad for its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Islamic chieftain 
arrested in Algeria 

ALGIERS (AP) — A comman- 
der of the aimed Islamic extrem- 
ists who have wrought havoc in 
. Algeria for the past year has been 
If arrested, police confirmed Mon- 
day. Ikhlef Cherati was arrested 
Friday in the suburb of AI Har- 
rach, where he directed extremist 
operations in a conflict that has 
killed some 600 people, including 
250 soldiers and police officers. 
Tbe arrest marks a significant 
blow against Muslim fun- 
damentalists who reject last 
year’s military coup that blocked 
the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
party from legally winning power ' 
m parliamentary elections. 

Riina denies being 
mafia superboss 

PALERMO, Sicily (R) — Salva- 
tore “Toto" Riina Monday... 
appeared in court for the first 
time since his arrest six weeks ago 
and denied he had been the 
i mafia's superboss. Mr. Riina, ac- 
1 cused 'of ordering hundreds of 
f killings, told a court he was an 
innocent "lightning rod” for Ita- 
ly’s many problems and had been 
falsely accused by so-called “re- 
pentant" mafiosi. The 62-year- 
$ old, whose arrest ended nearly a 
quarter of a century of life on the 
run, told the court was “just a 
worker” and a “poor fanner.” 
Testifying for about an hour 
under heavy security in a cour- 
troom in Palermo’s Ucciardone 
Prison, Mr. Riina said he had no 
reason to order the killings of 
politicians. 

Russia moves to 
ratify START II 


MOSCOW (R) — The Russian 
parliamentary leadership sent the 
START II nuclear arms treaty to 
key committees for consideration 
Monday, a necessary first step in 
ratification of the pact by the full 
parliament. The START II trea- 
ty, signed by former U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush and Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin in Janu- 
ary, commits the two sides to 
reducing their total number of 
strategic nuclear warheads to 
3,000 to 3,500 units each by 2003. 
Hardliners in parliament and the 
armed forces, unhappy about the 
cuts which will bite deep into 
Russia's force of land-based mis- 
siles, have served notice they will 
oppose the government in its 
drive for ratification. ITAR- 
TASS news agency said the par- 
liamentary praesidium did not 
discuss the treaty Monday before 
sending it to the Committee for 
Defence and Security and the 
Committee for International and 
External Economic Links. The 
treaty requires a simple majority 
of votes in the conservative- 
dominated Supreme Soviet 
(standing parliament) to be rati- 
fied. 

Demjanjuk begins 
3-day hunger strike 

TEL AVIV (AP) — John Dem- 
janjuk, convicted in Israel as the 
Nazi camp guard “Ivan the terri- 
ble,’’ started a three-day fast 
Monday to protest a delay in the 
rilling onhis appeal, his lawyer 
said. “Nine months have passed, 
nothing has happened,” attorney 
Yoram Sheftel said of the sup- 
reme court deliberations. ‘ Any 
jury in the Western world would 
come to its conclusions wuun 
we hour.” Mr. Sheftel said the 
three day fast, marking seven 
years in detention for Dc ™J an ' 
jtik, was a “wanting strike our* 
ing which he would only drink 
water. He did not say under what 
circumstances further strikes 
would take place. 


Israel seals off Gaza 
after Palestinian kills 
2, stabs 9 in Tel Aviv 

Islamic Jihad claims responsibility for attack 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) - — Israel 
will dose off the occupied Gaza 
Strip indefinitely, the army 
announced Monday after a Gaza 
Palestinian stabbed to death two 
Israelis and wounded nine others 
in the heart of Tel Aviv. 

. The general closure win take 
effect at 3:00 a.m. (1:00 GMT) 
and will prevent some 35,000 day 
labourers from reaching their 
jobs in Israel, the army said. It 
added the closure was to examine 
entry permits and prevent vio- 
lence between Arabs and Jews. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
threatened to retaliate for the 
attack by a 19-year-old Arab with 
“measures that win be painful" 
for other residents of tire occu- 
pied Gaza Strip but told Israelis 
only peace tails could provide a 
permanent solution. 

Ichilov hospital said two men 
died — a 27-year-old Russian 
immigrant and a 28-year-old own- 
er of a hair salon — and nine 
other Israelis were wounded. The 
only woman attacked was in cri- 
tical condition. Two men were in 
serious condition. 

“According to the details we 
have, he acted alone when he 
planned to attack Jews as a result 
of disappointment that he had not 
found work," Yaacov Raz, depu- 
ty police chief of Tel Aviv, told 

Shelling and 
rocket attacks 
continue in 
S. Lebanon 

TYRE (Agencies) — Israel's 
militia allies shelled two South 
Lebanon villages Monday, 
wounding a civilian after resist- 
ance forces injured a militiaman, 
security sources said. 

They said one civilian was 
wounded and some 15 homes 
were heavily damaged in Qab- 
rikha and Majdel Silm villages in 
the retaliatory shelling by the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia. 

An estimated 70 artillery shells 
hit the villages and surrounding 
ares where guerrillas are active 
just outside Israel’s self-styled 
“security zone” in the sooth. 

A communique from Hizboflah 
said Monday's attackers launched 
at least five mortar shells at an 
outpost of the SLA in Tallousse 
in the central sector of the “secur- 
ity zone." 

The communique said the out- 
post was burned down and all its 
occupants were killed. 

"Majdal Silm and Qabrikha are 
policed by the Ghanaian batta- 
lion of the United Nations In- 
terim Force in Lebanon (UNI- 
FIL) which was deployed in 
South Lebanon in 1978 after 
Israel’s first incursion into Leba- 
non. 

Parts of tbe U.N.-policed zone 
overlap with Israeli-held terri- 
tory. 

The bombardment started after 
Hizbollah guerrillas hit an SLA 
position at Tallousse on the edge 
of tire zone with anti-tank rockets 
and missiles and machinegunfire. 

At least one SLA militiamen 
was wounded, the sources said. 

The assault was launched 
several hours after about 300 
residents of tbe village of Libbaya 
buried a trader killed Sunday 
when an Israeli helicopter tired a 
rocket into his van. 

A passenger in the van was 
wounded in the helicopter raid 
shortly after a clash between 
guerrillas and Israeli forces. 

Guerrillas emtside the “security 
zone” fired more than 24 rackets 
at northern Israel Saturday as 
artillery and rocket duels raged 
between Hizbollah and Israeli 
and SLA forces. 

Separately, the Israeli army 
announced that unidentified' 
attackers fired a number of rock- 
ets at an Israeli patrol in tire 
eastern sector of the “security 
zone." 

“As a result, a soldier was 
slightly wounded and treated on 
tire spot Hre was returned to the 
source of fire,” an army state- 
ment said. 


Israel Radio. 

The attack occurred in south 
Tel Aviv around 7.40 a.m. (0540 
GMT1 in a busy blue-collar 
neighbourhood of bouses and 
shops a block from the city’s main 
bos station. 

The' man ran down three 
streets stabbing radiscriminately 
before bystanders caught and sev- 
erely beat him, Palestinian 
sources identified him as Zryad 
Salim Sflmi, 19, from Gaza City. 

An Islamic Jihad leader said in 
Damascus that Sflmi had acted on 
its behalf in tbe stabbings in 
response to Israel's expulsion to 
South Lebanon of 415 Palesti- 
nians. 

But Islamic Jihad activists in 
tire Gaza Strip said while Sfimi 
was an active member of their 
group, he acted alone. Sflmi had 
never been arrested, they said, 
but his brother bad served a 
14-month prison term for mem- 
bership in Islamic Jihad. 

“He had no orders to trill 
Israelis," said an Islamic Jihad 
activist, who spoke on condition 
he would not be tamed. 

Israelis on both sides of tire 
political spectrum said tire attack 
showed the treed to stop Gazan 
workers from entering Israel. Up 
to 30,000 cross into Israel daily. 

Mr. Rabin told Israel Radio 


that dosing off the occupied terri- 
tories was “something that 
obviously could be done.” 

But he ruled out a permanent 
ban on Gazans working in Israel, 
which would increase poverty 
that already fuels unrest. 

Mr. Rabin also said it seemed 
tbe attacker acted alone and did 
not belong to a “terrorist” orga- 
nisation. 

“Therefore we will take steps, 
bring some sort of isolation for a 
certain amount of time," said Mr. 
Rabin. 

“But in tbe end, without com- 
ing to a political solution, the 
reality of mixing (Palestinians) ... 
in the area of Israel has within it 
tbe potential that a murderous 
madman like this will rise up,” 
Mr. Rabin said. 

“We must continue with the 
(peace) process, we must come to 
a political solution and until then 
all posable measures must be 
taken to reduce meaningfully 
murderous terrorist attacks.” 

Energy Minister Amnon 
Rubinstein, from tbe left-wing 
Meretz Party said it was time for 
Israel to weigh both getting out of 
Gaza and barring Gazan Arabs 
from entering Israel. 

“I think this murder which has 

(Continued on page 5) 


Rabin sees pressure for 
pullout from all Golan 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin has raised the 
prospect of a total Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan Heights, 
fuelling a growing debate over 
■tire price he is willing to pay for 
peace with Syria. 

Mr. Rabin told an American 
Jewish group Sunday night it was 
hard to explain why Israel had 
returned all land seized from 
Egypt in 1967 in return for a 
peace treaty but did not want to 
hand back all tbe Golan in ex- 
change for peace with Syria. 

“We are trying our best that 
tire precedent of tire price of 
peace that Israel paid for Egypt in 
territories, in tire uprooting of 
settlements and the destruction of 
Yamit, will not be brought back,” 
Mr. Rabin said. 

Mr. Rabin had repeatedly said 
Israel would be willing only to 
withdraw from part of tire Golan 
Heights, a strategic plateau domi- 
nating adjoining land in both 
Israel and Syria. 

However, opposition parties in 
Israel have accused Mr. Rabin of 
preparing for a complete with- 
drawal from the land seized from 
Syria in the 1967 Middle East war 
and retained after more fighting 


in 1973. 

Under tire 1979 peace treaty 
with Egypt, Israel returned the 
entire Smai Peninsula, returning 
to tire border existing at the start 
of the 1967 war. 

Mr Rabin, who had expected 
the quickest progress in Middle 
East peace talks with Palesti- 
nians, has now focused on the 
prospects of a peace treaty with 
Syria. 

Israel has demanded that any 
“territorial concessions" produce 
a complete normalisation of rela- 
tions with Damascus, inducting 
open borders and trade. 

Washington wants Middle East 
peace talks, now disrupted by 
Israel’s expulsion of 415 Palesti- 
nians to Lebanon, to resume in 
April. Syria, while expressing 
sympathy for tbe Palestinians, 
has emphasised its interest in- 
resuming the talks. 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
said Saturday Israel would have 
to dedde the fate of the Golan 
Heights by tbe Middle of this 
year. Mr. Peres said a political 
decision had to be made on the 
type of peace, security and extent 
of an Israeli withdrawal. 


Economist accuses Israel of 
concealing Palestinian taxes 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— A leading Palestinian econom- 
ist said Monday Israel was col- 
lecting more than twice as many 
taxes from Arabs in the occupied 
territories as it said in a rare 
release of some budget figures 
last week. 

AI Najah University economics 
professor Atef Alawnah, who has 
pieced together information 
obtained from scattered official 
Israeli statistics, said he estimates 
die Israeli authorities collected 
over S500 million from Palesti- 
nians in 1991 alone. 

The “civil administration'* — 
tire occupation authority — said 
Saturday that its current budget 
for the occupied territories was 
comprised of $257 million col- 
lected from Palestinians and 
£37.5 million contributed by the 
government of Israel. 

The figures on taxes collected 
from Palestinians did not indude 
social secarity ' or income taxes de- 
ducted from those working inside 
Israel. . 

Palestinians say Israel profits 
from taxes collected in tbe occu- 
pied territories. Israeli civil rights 
lawyer Avigdom Feldman has 
asked Israel's high court to order 
publication of the full territories 
budget. Tbe court is to bear the 
case Tuesday. 


“Tbe budget should include all 
income from Palestinians in the 
occupied territories whether em- 
ployed in Israel or in the West 
Bank and Gaza,” Mr. Alawnah 
said. 

He said not only income and 
social security taxes collected in 
Israel but value added taxes and 
other duties Palestinians paid in 
Israel should be included. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Hanan 
Rubin, spokesman for tbe policy 
chief in the occupied territories, 
said Saturday that Israel would 
publish the occupied territories 
budget for the first time since 
their seizure by Israel in tire 1967 
Middle East war to show “good- 
will” towards the Palestinians. 

The “civil administration” re- 
leased the amount of the overall 
budget and total figures for de- 
velopment, salaries and purcb- 


Asked this week when tbe de- 
tailed budget would be released. 
Col. Rubin said: “In the mean- 
time those are the only figures we 
are publishing.” 

The “civil administration” said 
that salaries accounted for 435 
million shekels ($15536 million), 
purchases for 250 million shekels 
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Medics try, without success, to save an Israel man 
who was stabbed in Tel Aviv Monday by a 


Palestinian from the 
photo) 


occupied Gaza Strip (A bV 


PLO disagrees with evictee leader’s 
rejection of U.S. compromise plan 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) said Monday it disagreed 
with the Palestinian evictees' 
leader, Abdul Aziz AI Rantisi, 
who rejected Unking a solution of 
tire expellee crisis to a U.S. plan 
to. resume Middle East peace 
talks. 

“We find strange Rantisi's 
statements which want to limit the 
issues of tire conflict to the direct 
issue of the expellees only,” a 
PLO spokesman quoted by the 
Palestinian news agency WAFA 
said.' • 

“Any attempt to separate the 
current expellees' issue from tbe 
main national issues would harm 
our people’s and objective's uni- 
ty, and signals that its authors 
are concentrating their interests 
only on their own affairs, to the 
exclusion of the great sufferings 


of our people, their national 
rights and Jerusalem,” he added. 

The PLO's statement signals 
differences between the PLO and 
the Islamic Resistance Movement 
Hamas in their approach to a 
solution of the expellee crisis and 
a resumption of stalled Arab- 
Israeli peace talks, Palestinian 
sources in Tunis said. 

Hamas, the PLO's main rival in 
tbe occupied territories, is at the 
core of hardline Palestinian 
opposition to the peace talks. 
Many Hamas supporters were 
among the 415 Palestinians expet- 
led by Israel 11 weeks ago. 

Dr. Rantisi, a founding mem- 
ber of Hamas and leader of the 
396 exiles who remain in South 
Lebanon, rejected Monday a re- 
ported six-point U.S. proposal to 
end the crisis over the evictees 
and resume Middle East peace 


talks. 

He said the proposal as re- 
ported by Palestinian sources 
weakened their position. 

“Presenting the six points are a 
waste of time for Israel’s benefit 
and are aimed at dissolving our 
cause, especially if Resolution 
799 is linked to these points.” he 
said. 

He reiterated the Security 
Council should take steps to im- 
plement its resolution,. which de- 
mands the immediate return of 
the evictees to the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Resolution 799 was passed one 
day after the Palestinians were 
expelled on Dec. 17. Israel re- 
fuses to implement it. 

“We warn of practices aiming 

(Continued on page 5) 


Christopher 
confident 
of April 
peace talks 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher has said he is confident 
Middle East peace talks would 
resume in Washington in April 
and hinted at further easing of the 
crisis over Israel’s expulsion of 
415 Palestinians. 

“1 think the parties will agree 
to resume the conversations in 
April,” Mr. Christopher said 
Sunday on NBC television's 
“Meet the Press” programme.. 

Mr. Christopher said without 
elaboration that he believed there 
would be developments shortly 
easing the peace talks obstacle of 
Israel’s expulsion of the 415 
Palestinians to Lebanon. 

“We think there may be some 
things that are going to be hap- 
pening in the near future that will 
be reassuring on that front,” Mr. 
Christopher said. 

“We also have, I think, a plan 
for the solution or resolution of 
the deportees problem, which has 
kept them away from the table,” 
he said. 

Mr. Christopher has just re- 
turned from a week of talks with 
Middle East leaders. He also 
issued a joint invitation along 
with Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev in Geneva on 
Thursday for Arabs and Israelis 
to resume talks in April. 

Baz returns home 

Osama Ai Baz, political advis- 
er to Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, returned to Cairo 
Monday after talks with Israeli 
leaders about steps to resume the 
peace talks. 

Rida Shehatah, bead of Mr. 
Mubarak's information office, 
said Dr. Baz had delivered a 

(Continued on page 5) 


Bosnia Hamas denies seeking to replace PLO, 
airdrops sa y s diplomacy aims at stating stand 

L Bv Sana Ati veil with rh>> Rrittch Pn>ni4i frf'rman Himae and Telamir lihnrl 


for 142 million shekels 
mOtion) of the budget. 


‘a mystery’ 

SARAJEVO (R) — U.S. cargo 
planes airdropped 21 tonnes of 
emergency aid to besieged Mus- 
lims in eastern Bosnia under cov- 
er of darkness Monday but the 
operation appeared to have mis- 
sed its target. 

“It is a parachute mystery,” 
Sarajevo Radio said in a broad- 
cast more than 12 hours after the 
three C-130 planes had returned 
to Germany from the first relief 
drop of President Bill Clinton's 
controversial mercy mission. 

UJS. Admiral James A. Lair 
said Cerska, where Muslims have 
been cut off from outside help 
behind Serb siege lines since war 
erupted in Bosnia last April, had 
been the only target. 

A dm. Lair, speaking aboard 
the aircraft carrier John F. Ken- 
nedy in the Adriatic, said the 
six-hour mission had gone “just 
like clockwork.” 

But a radio ham in the snow- 
bound mountain enclave said 
none of the 30 crates of military 
rations and medical supplies that 
slid from the rear of the Lumber- 
ing C-130s had yet been found. 

“Some information from the 
field says there was something 
spotted in Serb-held territory, but 
we can’t say if it is humanitarian 
aid,” tbe radio hain said on a link 
to Sarajevo. 

“Houses were burning in some 
of the recently captured terri- 
tory... maybe they (the U.S. air- 
crews) thought that was a signal 
to drop there." 

A Serb, who cut in on the radio 
link, ws asked if Serbs had re- 
ceived any supplies from the air. 
“Nothing, nothing. We don’t 
need anything,” he replied. 

Unconfirmed reports from 
Bosnian Muslims that Cerska 
might be about to fall to Serbs 
were among accounts of fighting 
across the republic Monday. 

Bosnian Vice-President Ejtip 
Ganic said he had no confirma- 
tion of anyone finding aid and 
urged bolder action by the Amer- 
icans. 

“In order for this to be a 
success that Americans have to 
repeat the drops over and over 
again. That’s the only way to hit 
tile target,” Mr. Ganic told Reu- 
ters. 

See carte* story oa page 8 


. By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation's (PLO) 
unease over the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement's (Hamas) di- 
plomatic contacts with Western 
embassies in Amman and PLO 
fears that the Islamic group was 
trying to play an alternative role 
to* the PLO is unfounded, a 
Hamas leader said Monday. 

Hamas representative in Am- 
man Mohammad Nazzal said tbe 
cfiploraatic offensive was not an 
effort to undermine tbe role of 
the PLO as the legitimate repre- 
sentative of tbe Palestinian peo- 
ple, but an effort to convince tbe 
West that Hamas was not a ter- 
rorist group. 

“The PLO fears over our con- 
tacts with Western embassies is 
unfounded,” Mr. Nazzal told tbe 
Jordan Times. “This move is not 
and should not contradict the 
efforts of tbe PLO since we are 
not trying to be the organisation's 
alternative representative." 

Hamas leaders met last week 


with tbe British, French, German 
and Italian ambassadors, and 
twice with U.S. diplomat Eric 
Gaudiosi after reports said the 
U.S. was labelling the Islamic 
movement as a “terrorist” orga- 
nisation. Tbe group is also trying 
to establish contact with Amman- 
based ambassadors from member 
states of the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. 

These meetings drew an angry 
reaction from PLO officials in 
Tunis, who have so far failed 
have to convince Washington to 
resume its dialogue with the 
PLO. Tbe dialogue was sus- 
pended after an aborted attack on 
a Tel Aviv beach by a Palestinian 
faction in May 1991. 

A senior PLO official in Am- 
man described the Hamas di- 
plomatic moves as “looking for a 
direct role to deal with the expul- 
sion issue." 

The offidaJ, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, was re- 
ferring to Israel’s Dec. 17 expul- 
sion of more than 400 Palesti- 
nians, whom Israel said were 


Hamas and Islamic Jihad activ- 
ists. The official insisted that 
“Hamas has found itself cornered 
and its hands tied with the expul- 
sion issue.” 

“The expulsion crisis made 
Hamas realise that the PLO was 
the only legitimate body which 
could deal with the crisis, since it 
is the only organisation interna- 
tionally recognised as the legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinian people,” the official 
added. 

■But Mr. Nazzal dismissed 
accusations that Hamas was 
trying to take over the role of the 
PLO, saying that establishing 
contacts with Western govern- 
ments was a “legitimate right to 
avoid being labelled as terror- 
ists.” 

Palestinian analysts, however, 
said that American acceptance to 
meet with Hamas representative 
while continuing its ban on con- 
tacts with tbe PLO was a part of 
U.S. efforts to pressure the PLO' 

(Continued on page 5> 


Disarray hits Progress and Justice 
Party after elections shift leadership 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Progress and 
Justice Party (PJP), which has 
already had to weather what in- 
siders call a “coup” against its 
former Interim President Zaid 
Hamzeh and a mass resignation 
of 34 founding members, has not 
seen the end of its internal con- 
flicts, party members said Mon- 
day. 

Although not the first mass 
exodus in the party’s short his- 
tory, Sunday’s resignation is 
perhaps tbe one that will most 
adversely affect the political suc- 
cess of the party despite pledges 
from the newly-elected lead- 
ership to continue carrying the 
message laid out by its founder, 
Jordan’s Ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations Adnan Abu Odeh. 

On Sunday, 34 members in- 
cluding Dr. Hamzeh, five mem- 
bers of the centra] committee and 
a member of the executive com- 
mittee resigned protesting what i 
they described as “using the game 


of democracy to take control of 
the party." 

They were alluding to the elec- 
tion of Ali AI Saad, a young 
businessman, as chairman of the 
party and the subsequent election 
of a majority of his supporters to 
the executive and centra] commit- 
tees. Most of those who resigned 
told the Jordan Times that Mr. 
Saad was politically inexperi- 
enced and that they did, not feel 
thatjthe new team is capable of 
adding credibility to the political 
and soda! message of the party. 

“The people who jumped on 
the leadership of the party have 
nothing to offer politically,” Dr. 
Hamzeh told the Jordan Times in 
a telephone interview. “They are 
just looking for positions and 
have forgotten about working to- 
wards what is best for die party." 

The mass resignation could 
have been avoided if die elections 
to the central and executive com- 
mittees were “more representa- 
tive of the geographical and social 
array within me party," one party 

member said 


The 19-member executive 
office has among its ranks five 
members from one city and 
another four from one tribe, giv- 
ing it a tribal-district makeup 
rather than the more encompas- 
sing leadership and party struc- 
.ture initially envisioned for the 
party, insiders say. 

Party members who agree with 
the viewpoints of those who res- 
igned Sunday say that they are 
upset by the way things were run 
after Mr. Saad was elected as 
chairman and not by his su cces s. 

“There was a deviation from 
the path drawn out for the par- 
ty," a party insider told the Jor- 
dan Times. “We were waiting for 
die results of the executive and 
centra! committee elections 
thinking that an attempt would be 
made to fix things," he said. 
“That did not happen. What we 
got was a limping central commit- 
tee and a paralysed executive 
office.” 


(Continued from page 2) 
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New Palestinian party in occupied territories 
seen as a litmus for political waters 
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1 By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
VMMAN — The upcoming 
.■'ittgu ration of Che first poiitic- 
partv in the occupied terri- 
. will mark the beginning 
.-.a transfer of political power 
. »m Palestinians in exile to 
..jsc living under occupation, 
. •■ulestmiah’ observers said this 
after an organisational 
. — .j-rting of the party leadership 
; . deluded in Amman. 

, The Palestinian Democratic 
l\ deration, a group of inde- 
; “indents, centrists, and farmer 
members of Fateh and the 
, IX mocratic Front for the Li- 
:--_-ralit*n of Palestine (DFLP) 
i j- 'Veil as several other mostly 
j :eu wing groups have formed 
i what they claim will be "the” 

, secular-centrist party in the 
; occupied territories, 
i known by the acronym 
1 i-'iDA. the group is headed at 
! ibis interim stage by a 
. Jerusalem-based former poli- 
i :ical prisoner and DFLP mem- 
;vr. Samaan Khoury. 

Mr. Khoury has many of the 
. ci; iracteristics that are particu- 
I L-.r lo FIDA. Since he began 
; liii. political activities he joined 
t;.. DFLP. when it was the 
. only Palestinian group with 
j any popular support to call for 
, consistence with Israel, i.e. a 
■ '.vo-statc solution along the 
! lines, of U.N. Resolution 181. 
i in 19SS he was charged by 
! F raeli authorities of being a 
) JtoJer of the Unified Lead- 
I cr>hip of the Intifada and sent- 
j c;::ed to four years impri&on- 
i merit. 


While in jail he followed 
political events in the occupied 
territories as well as in Tunis, 
where the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leadership 
is based. When the DFLP split 
in September 1991, Mr. 
Khoury decided to join the 
Tunis-based branch which was 
led by Yasser Abed Rabbo, 
former deputy to DFLP chief 
Nayef Hawatmeh. 

"Facts on the ground do 
change and the DFLP has. on 
the whole, always adapted to 
those changes, Mr. Khoury 
said. “The people under 
occupation have to face up to 
the change and have to live 
with Israel and the Israelis. 
That's why the majority of the 
DFLP members in the occu- 
pied territories backed the 
Tunis-based faction. The poli- 
cies it was proposing were clos- 
er to reality than the policies 
drawn up in Damascus," he 
explained in an interview with 
the Jordan Times. 

At the time of the split 
DFLP members in Tunis also 
called for sharing of decision- 
making responsibilities with 
people in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

“People in the territories 
look at the democracy that the 
Jews have in Israel ...We want 
the same for ourselves. We too 
want the man in the street to 
have a voice. The archaic cen- 
tralised decision-making sys- 
tem is a thing of the past." Mr. 
Khoury said. 

It was the intifada, says a 
Tunis-based advisor to Mr. 


Arafat , that launched the 
"evolutionary -process of the 
eventual transfer of power 
from outside the boundaries of 
Palestine to within those 
boundaries.” 

"The ‘popular* struggle was 
now being fought from within 
and this was die signal we had 
all been waiting for,” adds the 
advisor. 

'Today the establishment of 
FIDA is another link in the 
chain of events that will lead to 
self-rule in the occupied terri- 
tories. People have taken mat- 
ters into their own hands and 
we in Tunis must struggle to 
keep up with the develop- 
ments,” said the advisor. 

Many non-Fateh and non- 
DFLP Palestinian act ivist s, 
however, believe that FIDA 
may turn out to be no more 
than an extension of the 
DFLP. "Many of the top mem- 
bers in FIDA are former 
DFLP people and that worries 
me,” said a member of the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP). 

Leaders of the Tunis-based 
DFLP wing have said that they 
would represent FIDA and its 
interests in PLO institutions. 

“Representatives of the 
DFLP in the PLO Executive 
Committee, the Palestine Cen- 
tral Council (PCC) and the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) will represent the 
Palestinian Democratic Fed- 
eration and its political posi- 
tions and interests from now 
on.” said Saleh Raafat, the 
Jordan-based representative of 


the Abed Rabbo faction of the 
DFLP. 

Some members of Fat eh sa y 
that the launching of FIDA 
may be a “test” to measure the 
possible success of such a par- 
ty. "I am sure Abu Ammar 
gave his approval to this party 
in order to test the ground in 
the occupied territories,” said 
one Fateh member who is 
’based in Amman. 

Some critics even go as far as 
to claim that the party is direct- 
ly linked to Fateh. “The repre- 
sentative of the group in Tunis 
is Abed Rabbo 's group and he 
is a dose and 'dependent* ally 
of Arafat,” said one member 
of Mr. Abed Rabbo's rival 
group — the Damascus-based 
DFLP wing led by Mr. Hawat- 
meh. 

One of the many goals that 
FIDA has in common with 
Fateh is its desire to offset the' 
gains and support that the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement 
Hamas has won among the 
Palestinian masses in the last 
two years. 

“Our programme clearly 
states that we are the secular 
alternative to sectarian and re- 
ligious politics," said a Gaza- 
based member of the group, 
Amer Abu Amer. 

Mr. Abu Amer, 25, who 
hails from the slums of Gaza, 
says that “iu Gaza the DFLP 
was never that strong. It was 
Fateh, the PFLP and some 
other groups and then it was 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad that 
had following in the street in 
Gaza.” 


Minister says Muslim militants behind Cairo bombing 


CAIRO (Rt — Egypt says “ex- 
: re i*n si group." the government’s 
lerm for Muslim militants, were 
-..•sponsible for last Friday's 
’■'ombing of a Cairo cafe which 
kii.sd three people. 

One of the dead was among 
tin*.*: who planted the bomb, 
ir.urior Minister Abdul Halim 
'Un-vsn was quoted as saying by 
-;v semi-official newspaper Al 
■V.iram Monday. 

several other people involved 
\.i the bombing had been de- 
:-rr»ed. Security services had full 
-formation on the rest of the 
:r.up and they would be arrested 
*••.» ifliin hours." he slid. 

The bombing, which also in- 
;.ited 16 people’ was the worst act 
.T political violence in Cairo for 
:aanj tears. The blast ripped 
" .- nigh a cafe crowded with 
! : »tptians and young foreigners 
■ ’• nking tea and coffee and 
...dung water pipes. 

■ he dead were an Egyptian, a 


Turk and a Swede and the injured 
included Egyptians. Americans. 
Somalis, a Canadian and a 
Frenchman. 

"The terrorist !mad Abdul 
Basit, who died in the cafe after 
both his legs were blown off. was 
one of those who planted the 
bomb in the cafe.” A! Ahram 
quoted Mr. Musa as telling mem- 
bers of parliament in the Ghar- 
biya region Sunday. 

He said one of the “extremists” 
contacted a German news agency 
to claim responsibility for the 
bombing. 

The agency's Cairo bureau 
chief. Joerg Fischer, said it had 
reported that leaflets circulating 
in Upper Egypt claimed responsi- 
bility in the name of Al Gama'a 
AI lslamiya (Islamic Group), a 
militant group which has carried 
out a series of tourist-related 
attacks in the last five months. 

Gama'a representatives con- 


tacted at least two other news organised and carried out the 
organisations in Cairo Satuiuay attack, be said. 


by fax and telephone to deny that 
it had anything to do with the 
attack. 

They said Gama’a had caused 


Mr. Musa said explosives ex- 
perts established tint die bomb 
contained two kilogrammes of 
TNT and had been placed under 


relatively few casualties, in a chair in the cafe, but neither 


accordance with a policy of hit- 
ting “tourism but not tourists.” 
and it would not target innocent 
people in a public place. 

Diplomats and security sources 
said Gama'a might be breaking 
into semi-independent cells under 
pressure ' from a government 
crackdown and the cafe bomb 
might have been planted by a cell 
working on its own. 

Mr. Musa said the authorities 
received information some time 
ago that such an attack was possi- 
ble but they had not expected the 
target to be the Nile Valley Cof- 
fee House, which overlooks cen- 
tral Cairo's biggest square. 

The information had included 
the names of those who planned. 


customers nor staff noticed it. 

Security sources said all the 
Egyptians injured in the attack 
were under suspicion and they 
and their families were being 
questioned. 

They added that this bad 
caused confusion over the num- 
ber of dead. 

Doctors at Kasr Al Aini hospit- 
al where tiie victims were taken 
said Saturday that four people 
died in the bomb. But the sources 
said there were only three dead. 

They said the supposed fourth 
was an Egyptian man who bad 
been removed from the hospital 
for questioning on Friday night 
and returned later. 


•aq denies report of UAE assembly holds 
ew campaign in south fj rst public forum 

I \D\ 1,..^ K I TT.„ ...... ..mIm.. k.. 1 m A 


r .ii 'IID.VD (AP) — Iraq Mon- 
’•tiongly rejected allegations 
a British newspaper that its 
uiy Ii.kI launched a new cam- 
. . jii: .ig.ii ns t Shiite rebels, bom- 
* i»'::ip their villages and poison- 
{heir water. 

.iii information Ministry 
.vkesman said the report was 
■'.pired by Iran, "which comes to 
lace whenever the date of the 
•vbile at the Security Council 
. . "-.-.es closet.” 

1 he U.N. Security Council 
. i-ets periodically to review sanc- 
imposed against Iraq since 
• •• August 1MVH» invasion of 
;-.-iv.,iit Respect of human rights 
■nJ abstention from oppression 
. V’lMients arc among its key con- 
!it»us for lifting ihiv enibarco. 
i’lte British weekly Observer 
:: - :".-rtcd Sunday that "hundreds 
. •. :;-cn, women ami children have 
-ei! slaughtered since the start 
r ! I •-* year, many the victims of 
. ‘■•si.- i.uigc artillery hnmbard- 
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The report was written by its 
Middle East correspondent 
Shy urn Bhatia. who recently 
spent 10 days with Shiite rebels. 

The southern marshes are diffi- 
cult to reach from Iraq, but jour- 
nalists often are escorted by re- 
bels across the border from Iran. 
The Baghdad government some- 
times organises trips to that re- 
gion, and the Information Minis- 
try’ spokesman invited the West- 
ern media to make such a trip. 

"Press and television corres- 
pondents in Britain and other 
countries can come to Iraq to visit 
the marshes to acquaint them- 
selves with the normal situation 
there, and establish that what the 
Observer has reported is a pure 
fabrication." said the spokesman 
in a written statement distributed 
to Baghdad-based reporters. 

The spokesman accused the 
British weekly of having “dose 
links” with the Iranian regime. 
“It has given publidty...to some 
Iranian lies and fabrications.” 
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ABU DHABI (R) — Two members of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Federal Assembly attended the first of a series of “meet 
tiie people” meetings advertised as part of an attempt to give the 
public greater access to its leaders. 

Citizens were also thin on the ground at the meeting held 
before dawn Monday in a large tent in the centre of the UAE 
capital Abu Dhabi. 

Some 30 citizens, joined by a sprinkling of diplomats, journal- 
ists and former members of the Federal National Council (FNC), 
attended the meeting -which opened after midnight because, 
organisers said, most citizens stay up until dawn in the Holy 
Month of Ramadan when Muslims fast during daylight hours. 

Seven asked questions which ranged from tiie application of 
religious law to how citizens could expect a wader role in 
government. 

Members said the decision to hold public forums, the first of 
their kind to increase access to the government, was a bold step by 
the new FNC of 40 appointed representatives of the seven UAE 
emirates, which met on Feb. 6 after an 18-month break. 

A recording of the friendly and largely uncontroversiai two- 
hour debate is due to be broadcast by UAE television later in the 
week. It was not immediately clear if subsequent meetings would 
also be held in the middle of the night. 

“For any majlis or parliament it is important to have a centre 
for ideas... so leaders don't sequester themselves behind dosed 
doors... unaware of the people's lives and needs.” Rashid Al 
Mazroui. one of the two PNC members who attended, said in 
response to a question about the council's role. 


Somali warlord meets ultimatum 


There are a lot of people in 
the Gaza Strip who have not 
committed themselves to any 
particular political group, says 
Mr. Abu Amer. Gaza, which is , 
one of the most densely- 
populated areas in the world, is 
how ever, “a real test for , 
FIDA, because tiie Islamists , 
are s tron g there.” 

If FIDA picks up a strong 
following in Gaza — even 20 
per cent — then the party will 
take off everywhere else," Mr. 
A bu A mer- predicted. 

FIDA programme calls for 
Israel's withdrawal from the 
territories h occupied in the 
1967 war. East Jerusalem, 
where the party's headquarters 
is based, should be re turned to 
Arab rule, says FIDA's agen- 
da. 

Mr. Khoury says that re- 
cruiting activities in labour un- 
ions, professional associations, 
colleges, the Palestinian 
Women’s Federation and pris- 
ons have been underway for 
months. . 

The ability of the group to 
finance itself through mem- 
bership fees and donations as 
well as its ability to maintain 
organisational independence 
from Tunis will decide much of 
its future success. West Bank 
observers say. 

“FTDA should take care to 
be truly independent in its. 
programme. If it is seen in the 
territories as another messen- 
ger from Tunis it will fail.” said 
a cautious supporter of tiie 
group who is based in Ramal- 
lah. 


S. Arabia 
maintains 
quota for 
1993 Haj 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia said 
Monday quotas limiting the num- 
ber of Muslims visiting Mecca on 
the annual Haj, will remain in 
force this year. 

The Ministry of Endowment 
and Religions Affairs announced 
the quotas for the Haj, which this 
year will be at the end of May, in 
a statement quoted by the Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA). 

“We hope ail countries will 
respect the quota for pilgrims 
which has been set at one in a 
thousand of each country's 
population,” the statement said. 

Saudi Arabia, official guardian 
of Muslims' holiest shrines at 
Mecca and Medina, introduced 
the quotas id 1988 after more 
than 400 people, mostly Iranians, 
were killed in dashes with secur- 
ity forces who stopped them hold- 
ing political rallies. 

It said the quotas were intro- 
duced to relieve overcrowding at 
the pilgrimage sites that normally 
host up to two million pilgrims 
during the Haj, which lasts at 
least five days. 

Iran rejected the quotas but 
allowed its pilgrims to come back 
in 1991 after a three-year boycott. 

The Saudi statement asked all 
Muslim countries to submit final 
lists of pilgrims before the end of 
the Holy month of Ramadan, 
which ends in the third week of 
March. 

It advised pilgrims on travel, 
accommodation and health care 
arrangements and security mea- 
sures for the Haj/ — a must for 
eveiy Muslim at least once in a 
lifetime. 

The statement said Saudi au- 
thorities would deal hardily with 
anyone in possession of "pic- 
tures, books or political pam- 
phlets or any other banned mate- 
rial” 

Pilgrims, it said, would not be 
allowed to take part in any poli- 
tical gatherings or demonstra- 
tions or to chant political slogans. 


MOGADISHU (R) — Somali 
warlord Ahmad Omar Jess has 
started palling his forces back 
from the outskirts of the southern 
port of Kisirfayu in compliance 
with an ultimatum from tiie U.S. 
miK tary, a U.S. spokesman said 
Monday. 

In another sign of detente in 
Kismayu, elders from Colonel 
Jess's faction and from that of his 
main rival, Mohammad Said Her- 
s, known as General Morgan, 
held more than three hours of 
talks there on Monday. 


Itrtf 


told reporters. 

“Things are looking pretty 
positive for us at the moment in 
IGsmayu,” he added. 

Heavy fighting broke out in the 
town last week when forces’ loyal 
to Gen. Morgan, advancing from 
the west, infiltrated some quar- 
ters held by Col. Jess. Kismayu 
remains under curfew. 

Somalia's ceasefire committee 
will hold a day-long meeting 
Tuesday to examine violations a 
week after riots and gunbattles 
rocked tiie Horn of Africa coun- 
try, the U.N. announced. 

“The ceasefire committee will 
meet tomorrow, all 15 factions 
which signed the Addis Ababa 
ceasefire agreement last mouth 
are expected to attend,” Farouk 
Mawlawi, U.N. spokesman in 
Somalia, told reporters. 

He said tiie meeting — to be 
jointly chaired by U.N. forces 
deputy commander in Somalia 
Canadian Major-General James 
Cox and a U.S. commander. Col- 
onel Peter Dolt — would compile 
a report on last week's violence, 
the worst since the 23-nation 
U.N. force landed in December. 

Col. Peck said the only disturb- 
ances Monday were some demon- 
strations and stone-throwing by 
supporters of Col. Jess and his ally 
in Mogadishu, Gen. Mohammad 
Farah Aideed. 

Col. Jess and Gen. Aideed 
blamed the infiltration by Gen. 
Morgan's forces on the Amer- 
icans. saying they were taking a 
softer line towards bis militia than 
towards their own. 

Bat Gen. Morgan, a son-m-Iaw 
of deposed dictator Mohammad 
Siad Bane, polled his forces back 
from Kismayu several days ago 
and handed some of bis heavy 
weapons over to the U.S. army. 

Col. Peck said Col. Jess's 
forces were now on the move but 
it was not.yet dear bow far north 
they bad readied. 



An American Marine takes part ^ “J™* ^^hfoJam 

southern area of the Somali capital, Mogadishu. The se^rentor^ 
i also continuing in the southern port aty of Kismajn t AFP photo). 


The U.S. ultimatum, delivered 
Sunday, said Mr. Jess should 
move about 120 kilometres north 
of Kismayu and assemble his 
forces in cantonment areas. 

“We don't see anyone moving 
around (in the Kismayu area), 
other than Jess doing what we've 
asked him to do,” Col. Peck said. 

The United States hopes Col. 
Jess will follow Gen. Morgan’s 
example and give up some or all 
of his heavy weapons. 

“We’ve waiting for a similar 
gesture on the part of Jess and 
we've heard it may be forthcom- 
ing,” said Col. Peck. 

The political talks in Kismayu 
were the first of substance be- 
tween the two sides and the out- 


Disarray hits PJP leadership 


(Co nti n ued from page 1) 

Mr. Saad, in a telephone inter- 
view with the Jordan Times, re- 
jected tins charge saying that 


progressive cultural-political soci- 
ety. 

“He told them that his conflict 
with them was not over personali- 
ties but over the style of work and 


although die results of tiie elec- the impact of the results on the 
tions were not totally represents- political substances of the party,” 


five "they were at least 70 to 80 
per cent successful" in represent- 
ing the party cadre. 


one of the sources said, adding 
that Mr. Abu Odeh had told the 
executive committee that he 


He said that be was parefol to wanted to be distanced from the 
ask the 50-member central com- party and requested that he not 
mittee to elect a broad array of be referred to as the “founding 
candidates. “If that was not com- chairman” of the party. 


pletely covered then the ones 
who were not lucky this time can 
be active through the party and 
obviously influence its deci- 
sions.” be said. 

He said that after tiie mass 
resignation of 34 members, 
“there was more opportunity to 
create the needed blend of 
forces." 

Sources dose to the party told 
the Jordan Times that tiie new 
executive committee tried in vain 
Sunday evening to win the sup- 
port of Mr. Abu Odeh, who 
founded the party while in transi- 
tion from Royal Court chief to 
U.N. ambassador. According to 
foe sources, Mr. Abu Odeh told 
the committee members that 
while he had no objections to the 
success of some peisons and the 
failure of others, be could not 
condone 'democracy by major- 
rty when it comes at the expense 
of the party founders’ declared 
o^ectrve of creating a party 
Winch would take Jordan 


come was positive, he added. 

“They agreed to stop the fights 
ing and to stop these demonstra- 
tions. They agreed to meet again 
tomorrow ... they want to Net up 
their own security council." he 
said. 

In the second meeting on Tues- 
day, the elders plan to discuss 
forming a police force in Kis- 
mayu. he added. 

The Security Council would 
ensure that police officers chosen 
were reputable and represented a 
fair mix of the dans in the town* 
the second largest in Somalia. • 

“That’s a very good develop- 
ment, to see the two factions 
were nearing some sort of an 
accord to get along together.”- 


apparent vacuum in leadership 
and misunderstanding of the mes 
sage he wanted the party to carry. 

This element, analyses and par- 
ty members agree, may have con- 
tributed to the fragmentation that 
has hit the party and this may be 
obvious from the sequence of the 
resignations in the party since it; 
inception early last year. Accord- 
ing to sources within the party 
the first bulk resignation came 
with Mr. Abu Odeh's move tc 
New York to assume his new posi 
and the next group's resignatior 
came when Dr. Hamzeh was 
^ - appointed as temporary head oi 

Mr. Abu Odeh, however, has tiie party, 
not submitted his resignation’ "When Mr. Abu Odeh wai 
from the party and is not ex- appointed to the U.N. around t: 
pected to formally take such a founding members left the na*r 
step now. and when Dr. Hamzeh wa J * 

But sources close to Mr. Abu appointed another 10 to 12 left ’ 
Odehs thinking said that he was a founding member said in ar 

0V H r i! he 5 1 * 8 ® that **** ,nterview - “Their message w* 
be portrayed by the new lead- dear,” he said. S 

P art yw* ,i< * analysts Apart from the leadershir 
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man 25. Aqaba 31. Humidity readings: 
Amman 26 per cent. Aqaba 44 per 
cent. 
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food Control Cfciurc 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 11 
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Jabnl Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisasi 664171/4 

Shmasuf Hospital . 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdafi 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164% 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrocn 777101/3 

At-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 686100 

Arad Hospital 674155 
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reate the oath and then never 
come back to the party,” a partv 
insider said. y 

Dr. Hamzeh admits that 
enough attention was not paid to 
political beliefs of new mem- 
bers and that this mistake contri- 
buted to the ensuing problems. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King cables Morocco, Bulgaria, Slovakia, S. Korea 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday sent a 
cable to King Hassan II of Morocco, congratulating him on the 
anniversary of his accession to the Tlirone, and wishing him 
continued good health and happiness and the Moroccan people 
further progress and prosperity. The King sent a similar cable to 
the_ Bulgarian President congratulating him on his country's 
national day. In a third cable. King Hussein congratulated the - 
Slovakian President on his election, and wished him continued 
good health and happiness and the Slovak people further progress 
apd pro sperit y. King Hussein also sent a cable to the South 
Korean President congratulating him on the assumption of his 
duties and wishing him and his people every success and 
prosperity. 

Crown Prince condoles Hiyassat family 

AJMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday delegated Balqa Governor Eid A1 Qatarneh to convey 
Us condolences to the Hiyassat family over the death of Abdul 
Fattah A1 Hiyassat, who served as secretary general of the 
Jordanian Writers Federation until bis death last Thursday. 

Prince Abdullah visits with Sharif Zeid 

t' 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Ben A1 

Hussein Tuesday called at the Prime Ministry and met with Prime 

Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 

« 

Senate returns illegal acquisition of 
wealth law to House 

* 

AMMAN (J-T.) — The Upper House of Parliament Tuesday 
maintained its stand Swith regard to -'a - draft law On the'IUegal ‘ 
acquisition of weaHli'abd returfiQd iftb UicTfiwer House. The 
Senate refused to endorse the draft law before several amend- 
ments bad been approved. 

t 

Tax office collects, over JD 9m in February 

AMMAN (Petra) — Last month the Income Tax Department 
collected JD 9 , 300,511 compared with JD 4,525.020 m February 
1992, according to the department's director general Mansour 
Haddadin. Mr. Haddadin said the department has collected 
JD 45,577,0s 7 over the last two months. He thanked the citizens 
for their encouraging response and called on tax payers, who have 
not yet filed their statements for the year 1992 to do so by the end 
of March to benefit from the 2 per cent discount. 

IDB to grant 10 loans worth over JD 2m 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Development Bank (IDB) 
board of directors Tuesday approved 10 loans worth JD 2,414,000 
to finance industrial projects. Six out of the ten loans will be used 
to support existing industries, producing photocopying paper, 
chewing gum, cotton clothing, lamps and electric distribution 
panels. The remaining four loans will be used to finance new 
projects costing JD 2,180,000. The new industries will produce 
aluminium shuttere, chlorine, soda and its derivatives, underwear 
and raw material for the paint industry. These projects are set to 
create 163 new job opportunities. 


Engineers host benefit Iftar 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Engineers Association's (JEA) 
committee for supporting the Palestinian uprising will host an 
Iftar Wednesday to benefit the families of the Palestinians 
expelled by Israel to southern Lebanon in December. Committee 
Chairman Yasser Ghannam called on citizens to help the 
committee in its endeavour by buying tickets to the Iftar. Mr. 
Ghannam said each ticket will be sold at JD 2. The Iftar will be 
held at the Professional Unions Complex in Shmeisani. 

i 

Jarash-Amman road closed temporarily 

JARASH (Petra) — The Jarash -Amman road is dosed for traffic 

until further notice, according to Jarash District Governor Khalid 

AL Khreisha. The governor said the closure resulted from a 

landslide in a mountainous area where work 

iVay on the new highway linking Amman with Irbid. Mr. Khreisha 

said the landslide resulted in 40 metres of cracks and 

make it impossible for motorists to use thisjoad. The district 

governor called on the Jarash Public Security | Department to ban 

8e use of this road and to fix warning signs alerting motorists not 

to use this road for their own safety. 


Poverty 
committee 
to look at 
minimum 
wage 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A govern- 
ment appointed committee 
charged with conducting a study 
to determine the number of fami- 
lies living in poverty and absolute 
poverty should attempt to deter- 
mine the mini mum level of wages 
and raise the low wages of work- 
ers, Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Social Development 
Mohammad Sqour said. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, committee 
head Mohammad Sqour said fix- 
ing wages can encourage people 
to take up various available jobs. 

Dr. Sqour was charged Satur- 
day, with heading the committee 
that will base its study on the 
results of surveys conducted up to 
the end of 1992. 

The committee plans to bold 
daily meetings to finalise its work 
within a month. Dr. Sqour said. 

Dentists 
to launch 
education 
programme 

AMMAN (Petra) — Under the 
patronage of His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah Ben A1 Hussein, 
a two-day symposium on dental 
care and dental health education 
will begin on April 14 at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

Participants will discuss 12 
working papers on dental health, 
flouride and its uses, fillers and 
their uses, dental health educa- 
tion and the role of the media in 
promoting dental health aware- 
ness. 

Taking part in the symposium 
will be representatives of the 
Ministries of Health and Educa- 
tion, the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees (UNRWA) and the re- 
gional centre for counselling and 
research on dental health. 

The symposium-is organised by 
die Jordanian Dentists Associa- 
tion (JDA) on the occasion of the 
Arab Day for Mouth and Dental 
Health, which falls on March 9- 

To mark this occasion the 
JDA’s.education and information 
committee has prepared a dental 
health education programme, 
which will be implemented on 
Saturday. 

The five-day programme in- 
cludes health lectures, symposia, 
and free dental check-ups for 
school students, in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Education. 

Air France , 
partners 
offer new 
travel 
incentives 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Air France 
and its three European partner- 
airlines; Air Inter, CSA Czechos- 
lovak Airlines, and Sabena have 
launched the Euro Flyer Pass, 
which they say will allow passen- 
gers the opportunity to see more 
of Europe for less money. 

Air France has ownership 
stakes in all three of the smaller 
airlines. By combining their 
European route networks, the 
four airlines will be able to offer 
more than 100 stopover points in 
Europe. 

An Air France passenger arriv- 
ing in Paris from Jordan, for 
example, can use the Euro Flyer 
Pass to go from Paris to Nice on 
Air Inter, from Nice to Rome on 
Air France, from Rome to Pra- 
gue on CSA, Prague to Brussels 
on Sabena arid then Brussels to 
Paris either on Air France or 
Sabena. 

From Paris the passenger can 
return to Amman. 

In Jordan the Euro Flyer Pass 
is also available in conjunction 
with Royal Jordanian flight 
Airman-Pans- Amman. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


• following listings are compiled from monthly 
ktins and the drily Arabic press. Readers are 
ised to verify the listed time and place with the 
cemed institutions. 

exhibitions 

Exhibition of pointings bj four Arob artiste 
from dm United Stete-Gh»to Jamd; Hdcn 
irKal Sttha Nouro and Afaf Zurayx » tne 
Abdul Hawed Shoman Foundation Grikxy m 


jabal Amman, between the First and Second 
Circles (10 ajn.- 4 p.m.) 

☆ Poster exhibition entitled “The British Film 
Makers of the 80s’' at the British CouocH. 

* TAinilr Kn#ik rthMtiiin at the Islamic Centre in 
Zarqa. 

FILM 

-ft British fifan entitled “Charing Cross Road” at 
the British Council — 7 pan. 


Iraqis stage sleep-in at 
UNHCR offices, 
demand resettlement 


By Sanson Ghosheh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Nineteen Iraqi re- 
fugees, including five children, 
kpent Monday night at the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), demanding 
their resettlement in any country 
tint would accept them. 

These Iraqis caqie to Jordan on 
forged passports and applied for 
political asylum, claiming to be 
part of the Iraqi opposition. 

The UNHCR has recognised 
them as refugees and submitted 
an application for their resettle- 
ment to other countries because 
Jordan does not accept refugees. 

Since the Iraqis' arrival in Jor- 
dan, the UNHCR has provided 
the refugees with a document that 
allows them to remain in Jordan 
until another country accepts 
them. The UNHCR has also pro- 
vided them with an allowance, 
but the Iraqis claim that the 
UNHCR is discriminatory, giving 
non-Iraqis more money than Ira- 
qis. UNHCR Protection Officer 
Fonzi Abed A1 Majeed denied 
this charge saying that the money 
is allocated according to the num- 
ber of individuals in a family. 

The protesters have also ac- 
cused the UNHCR of being re- 
sponsible for their long stay in 
Jordan. 

One refugee, who preferred to 
remain anonymous, said the 
UNHCR head in Jordan has de- 
scribed their case as “unimpor- 
tant” and therefore, the other 
countries see no need! to accept 
them. 


Dr. Abed A1 Majeed said the 
UNHCR cannot describe any 
case it accepts as unimportant. 
He added that the acceptance by 
other countries of the refugees 
benefits the UNHCR because as 
long as the refugees are in Jordan 
the UNHCR is responsible for 
their food, shelter and actions. 
He explained that their delay is 
because the countries that take in 
refugees perceive their cases as 
weak. 

The act that triggered this pro- 
test was the toughening up of 
enforcement of the Jordanian Re- 
sidency and Aliens Law, which 
the protesters claim led to their 
disIodgemenL 

The UNHCR has offered them 
hotel accommodations, but the 
refugees refused, explaining that 
it is not safe to stay in hotels. 

They believe by staying in the 
UNHCR bofiding they will press- 
ure U.N. officials toNfacifitate 
their travel arrangements. 

Dr. Abed Ai Majeed said the 
UNHCR is powerless in this are- 
na. AD they can do is help the 
refugees while they are still in 
Jordan. He added that they are 
trying to persuade the protestors 
to go to hotels! and wait until they 
receive an acceptance for reset- 
tlement. 

He also said that this act of 
protest will harm the refugees 
rather than help them, labelling 
them as trouble makers. 

The refugees, he explained, 
should keep a low profile, in 
order to speed up the process of 
their acceptance. 


New anti-Zionism, racism group 
opens door to all Jordanians 


By Sana Atiyeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Society for 
Combating Zionism and Racism 
Tuesday opened its doors for all 
Jordanians to join the society in 
efforts to “educate the people on 
the dangers and threats of Zion- 
ism and to defend our culture 
from this danger," Lower House 
Deputy Laith Shbeilat said. 

The Islamist deputy and presi- 
dent of the newly-formed society 
announced Hi a press conference 
that the society aimed at distri- 
buting throughout the Kingdom 
“well-researched published in- 
formation on the dangers of 
Zionist thinking and its program- 
me.” 

Speaking to reporters from his 

parliamentary office, Mr. 
Shbeilat said the work of the 
society, registered at the Ministry 
of Culture in August 1992, fo- 
cused on promoting, translating 
and providing scientific studies 
and books, as well as holding 
seminars, “not speeches,” on the 
issue of Zionism. 

“Our job is to try to dose the 
cultural gap that has emerged in 
the last two decades regarding 
public knowledge on the true 
Zionist dangers and threats," Mr. 
Shbeilat said. “We only want to 
reveal what the Zionist program- 
me is and how it works; to reveal 
w and where Zionism has infil- 
led; and to know where the 
enemy is, hoping to fend off its 
infiltration into oar culture. This 
is a cultural battle.” 

Mr. Shbeilat was speaking in 
his first press conference since his 
release from prison in November 


1992. He, along with Deputy 
Yacoub Qarrash, was sentenced 
by the State Security Court to 
twenty years at hard labour after 
a five-week public trial in which 
he was convicted of belonging to 
an illegal armed group, “Shabab 
Al Nafeer AI Islami,” which 
allegedly aimed to \opple the 
regime. 

Mr. Shbeilat, who maintained 
his innocence throughout the trial 
and accused the court and pro- 
secution of fabricating the seven 
charges against him, was released 
after His Majesty King Hussein 
issued a general amnesty on Nov. 
12, two (fays after the sentencing. 

The deputy said the society 
expected to raise its funds from 
members and donations. He wel- 
comed participation of people 
from all walks of life who are 
convinced that Zionism was in- 
deed threatening the Arab and 
Islamic entity and culture, but he 
insisted that no one political 
ideology or person would have 
any unilateral control over the 
society. 

The deputy explained that spe- 
cialised committees would be set 
up to research different fields of 
Zionism, such as Zionist history. 
Zionism and racism, infiltration 
of Zionism in the ‘new world 
order, and so on. 

Describing the society as a 
“think-tank for everybody’s use," 
Mr. Shbeilat added that the 
group’s work was limited to pro- 
viding information on Zionism to 
whoever wanted it, ‘including 
the government.” 

“The people, institutions, poli- 
tical parties or the government 
pan use this information and be 



Laith ShbeQat 

ttsponsible for their decisions," 
Mr. Shbeilat stressed, adding that 
political activity was not pan of 
the society's objectives. 

He added chat with the ongoing 
peace process, where nonnali- 
saion of relations between the 
Arabs and Israel may be immi- 
nent in a settlement, “we should 
be ready to fend off the danger of 
a Zionist cultural invasion.” 
Mohammad. Nahhas, treasurer 
of the society, explained that 
although the group does not per- 
mit political recruitment, the 25 
founders hope that the informa- 
tion provided by the society could 
“change the political trends of 
those who are indifferent to the 
dangers of Zionism.” 

Mr. Shbeilat said the group's 
priority at this time was to expand 
its membership to include think- 
ers and academicians who would 
actively participate in the work, 
“and would see the results of the 
work take shape in certain pro- 
jects.” " 


Local company wins export order to U.S. 


American officials call it a major breakthrough 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

SAHAB INDUSTRIAL CITY 
— A Jordanian company has won 
export orders for biscuits worth 
$750,000 to the U.S. in what is 
described by American officials 
as a major breakthrough in fore- 
ign markets for Jordanian indus- 
tries producing consumer pro- 
ducts. 

The orders, which are expected 
to be filled beginning July this 
year; - - 'were- - made ' possible after 
officials of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) helped the company 
meet some of the stringent quali- 

S control measures imposed by 
-S. government agencies, in- 
cluding the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), AID offi- 
cials said. 

United Confectionery and 
Food Company Limited, which 
has its plants in this industrial 
area southeast of Amman, se- 
cured the order for their **butter 
cookies” against stiff competition 
from Danish companies, said 
George Khoury of the company. 

According to Donald Reese, 
director of the Office of Trade, 
investment and Production at the 
USAID office in Amman, “this is 
tiie first step; the company has a 
potential market worth $3 million 
in the American market." 

The help USAID extended to 
the company, he said, came in 
line with the effoits the agency is 
exerting to help Jordan earn fore- 


ign exchange through exports. 

With proper assistance, tech- 
nical and otherwise, Jordan and 
Jordanians have the potential to 
develop export markets for its 
products AID officials said, 
adding that agricultural produce 
as well as marble were among the 
items that Jordan could success- 
fully sell abroad. 


In addition to helping Jorda- 
nian companies identify foreign 
markets and improve the quality 
of products to meet international 
standards, the USAID also ex- 
tends assistance in the form of 
Community Import Programmes 
(CIP) under which importers are 
given easy credit terms. 

Furthermore, the agency also 


cooperates with the University of 
Jordan’s Industrial Engineering 
Department to produce skilled 
personnel who could help de- 
velop and run industrial units. 

In addition, USAID “main- 
tains a constant dialogue with the 
government to ease bureaucracy 
and offer incentives to exporters ," 
Mr. Reese told the Jordan Times. 



U.S. Ambassador Roge Harrison Tuesday visits a confectionary in Sabah which recently won an 
export order to the U.S. (Photo by Nasser Monsa) 


The dollar value of the order 
for “butter cookies" may be low, 
but “what is important is the fact 
that a Jordanian company has 
won export orders for a consumer 
product to the U.S.," said Bas- 
tian B. Schouten, deputy director 
of USAID Jordan. 

The company, which also pro- 
duces concentrated beverages 
and already exports to markets in 
the Gulf states, registered a total 
sales turnover of about $1.5 mil- 
■ii Hon in 1992, Mr. Khoury said. 
’■* The company benefited from a 
$30,000 facility offered to it under 
AID’S Commodity Import Prog- 
ramme and is now seeking 
$150,000 under the same prog- 
ramme to import machinery, Mr. 
Schouten said. 

U.S. Ambassador Roger Har- 
rison, Mr. Schouten and other 
senior AID officials Tuesday vi- 
sited the Sahab plant. 

The ambassador pledged to ex- 
tend all possible assistance to the 
company to further develop its 
production line and expand its 
markets. 

According to AID officials, the 
government should cut down on 
bureaucracy and offer further in- 
centives to help Jordanian indus- 
tries producing consumer pro- 
ducts to compete successfully 
abroad. 

“The producers should be able 
to buy imported ingredients at 
international prices," said Mr. 
Schouten, referring to customs 
duties levied in Jordan. 


2 burglars 
arrested 
in Jarash 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two men, 
suspected of committing several 
burglaries, were arrested on Feb. 
17 by the Irbid police in Jerash, 
according to a Public Security 
Department (PSD) statement 
here Tuesday. 

Withholding the identities of 
the two suspects, the PSD state- 
ment said the men allegedly lived 
in one of the caves in Wadi Kufr 
Khal near Jerash and local in- 
habitants became suspicious of 
their movements. 

The Jerash police placed the 
two men under constant surveill- 
ance before storming their cave 
on Feb. 17 and arresting them, 
the statement said. It said the 
suspects admitted to committing 
the thefts and other crimes in 
complicity with two other persons 
m the Amman and Zarqa re- 
gions. 

According to the PSD state- 
ment, the two men knock at the 
door of a targetted home and if 
answered, they would claim they 
were looking for homes to rent; 
but, if there was no answer they 
would break into the borne. 

Hie police said the suspects 
used to steal electric appliances 
and sell them in Amman where 
buyers would ask no questions. 

The PSD added that the two 
men also worked with a local 
jeweller peddling fake jewellery. 


Youth kills himself 

2nd strangled victim found 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A 21 -year-old youth 
was reported to have killed him- 
self leaping from a third floor 
apartment in what appeared to be 
a sex-related incident, sources 
said Tuesday. 

The youth, identified by his 
initials as M.R., a graduate from 
an intermediate college, is be- 
lieved to have chosen either to 
take his chances of escape or 
commit suicide after he was 
caught in- a “compromising" 
situation with a married woman, 
the sources said. 

The young man was working at 
an optician’s, according to the 
sources. 

“Apparently the youth had an 
affair with a married woman,” 
said one source. “He was inside 
the apartment of the woman 
when the husband knocked on 
the door shortly after Iftar Mon- 
day," said the source. “Obviously 
he had no choice but to jump 
from the third floor if he were to 
escape from the husband." 

The yonth jumped and broke 
bis spinal cord and died im- 
mediately, according to the 
source. 

. The identes of the woman and 
her husband were withheld, in 
line with usual police procedures. 

Initial reports after the discov- 
ery of the body in Shmeisani were 
that it was the latest victim in a 
series of mysterious attacks which 
started in mid-September. 

In another incident, the body 
of a 25-year-old man was found 


stuffed in a black bag near the 
cigarette factory in Ras Al ‘Ain,, 
reports said. 

The man, identified as A.A. 
was strangled to death by a wire, 
according to the reports. 

No further details were im- 
mediately available, except that 
the murder appeared to have 
been committed elsewhere and 
the body dumped in Ras Al ‘Ain. 

It was the second body found in 
similar circumstances in three 
days. But security sources ruled 
out any link between the two 
killings. 

On Saturday, police found the 
body of Abdul Hameed Salman, 
30, in a back street of Baqaa 
camp northwest of Amman. 

’ The hands and legs of the 
victim, who was strangled to 
death, were bound, and the body 
was wrapped in a black plastic 
bag. 

The victim was said to have 
been a member of the hardline 
Palestinian faction, the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP-GC) based m Damas- 
cus. But police sources said the 
murder did not appear to have 
been politically motivated. 

“All indications are that a per- 
sonal feud could have been the 
reason for the killing," said one 
source. "There is no evidence 
whatsoever to indicate any poli- 
tical motivation.” 

“It is too early, however, to 
make any judgements,” the 
source said, adding that no 
arrests were made until Monday 
evening but that investigations 
were continuing. 


5 new industrial cities 
to go up in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Motivated by 
extremely good results at the two 
existing industrial cities in Jor- 
dan, the Jordan Industrial Estates 
Corporation (JIEC) plans to 
build five additional industrial 
cities in different parts of the 
country, according to JIEC 
Director General Fayez 
Suheimat. 

More Industrial cities means 
attracting more investors from 
Arab and foreign countries and 
increasing industrial exports, Mr. 
Suheimat said in an interview 
with Agence France Presse 
(AFP). 

The two active industrial cities 
are Sahab, established in 1984, 25 
kilometres south-east of Amman 
and Al Hassan Industrial City, 
established in 1991 in Irbid, 88 
kilometres north of Amman. 

According to Mr. Suheimat, 
the two schemes succeeded in 
attracting 304 small to large 
businesses which produce plas- 
tics, chemical and electrical pro- 
ducts and carpets. 

“He estimated that by the end 
of 1992 investments in both cities 
were valued at $310 million and 
employees numbered nearly 
9,000. 

Mr . S uheimat explained that 
the JIEC offers tempting condi- 
tions to investors because it lays 
down the infrastructure, carries 
out the civil works and offers 
investors all the facilities avail- 
able under the Jordanian En- 
couragement of Investments 
Law. 

He added that in each indust- 
rial city the JIEC opens the door 


to other businesses such as insi 
ance companies, post offices, r 
ta wants. banks and other esst 
tial services. 

The JIEC normally exem] 
new companies from income l 
for the first two years of ope 
tions and marketing produc 
and does not impose any mu 
ripal and land taxes on tfu 
industrial projects. 

By the end of 1992, the Sah 
scheme had 265 small, medii 
and large factories, including 
from Arab countries and 15 w 
joint capital with foreign inv 
tors. 

According to Mr. Snheimat, 
per cent of these industries' pi 
duction is exported to Arab cot 

tries, Europe and the Unit 
States, earning the Kingdom ta 
ly needed foreign currency. 

Work on the five new schen 
is expected to start in early 19! 

Meanwhile, Her Royal Hij 
ness Princess Basma Tuesd 
praised the role of industrial s 
tor in supporting Jordan’s t 
velopment march. 

In a meeting with industi 
sector representatives in Sat 
Industrial city. Princess Basi 
said the industrial sector has 
ways risen to the level of respt 
sibility and has deserved the a 
fider.ee of the people at all tim 

The Princess also reviewed i 
activities of the charity campaij 
launched last week to assist i 
poor 2 nd the needy during i 
Holy Month of Ramadan. 

Industrialists voiced apprec 
tion for the objectives of i 
campaign. 
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Curing the problem 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Yitzhak Rabin^s response 
to the killing of two Israelis and the wounding of nine 
others in Tel Aviv Monday by a Gazan man is stupid. 
He must realise by now that placing Gaza under- 
curfew or resorting to his old iron-fist policy will not 
pot an end to the shedding of both Palestinian and 
Israeli blooy. The cycle of violence and counter- 
violence will only be enhanced and deepened by 
Israel’s resort to collective punishment. Casualties on 
both sides are a direct result of Israel’s continued 
occupation of Palestinian lands and its systematic 
violations of the human rights of the Palestinian 
people. No-one would take comfort from the fact that 
innocent civilians are being killed. It is against Arab 
and Islamic norms to shed the blood of civilians. 

Yet an end to the cycle of violence cannot be attained 
without the achievement of a just and permanent peace 
in the area. This much Mr. Rabin conceded im- 
mediately after the stabbing when he told his country 
that “only peace talks coaid provide a permanent” 
solution. 

“But in the end,” Rabin told Israel Radio, “without 
coming to a political solution there can be no effective 
answer to the problem.” 

One cannot agree more with Rabin cm his diagnosis 
of the situation and his prescription for its resolution. 
What is puzzling however is his decision to seal off the 
entire Gaza Strip indefinitely as a retaliatory measure 
against the people of Gaza for Monday’s attack. This 
arbitrary collective punishment against ail Gazans has 
been taken in spite of the admission that the Palesti- 
nian attacker had acted alone. “According to the 
details we have.” the deputy police chief in Td Aviv 
told Israel Radio, “he (the attacker) acted alone when 
he planned to attack Jews as a result of disappointment 
that he had not found work.” 

True Islamic Jihad in Damascus sought “credit” for 
the attack but this attempt to associate the Islamic 
movement with the stabbing cannot be taken as 
reasonable or jnst grounds to mete out collective 
punishment against all the citizens of the Gaza Strip. 
Israel has already committed a gross injustice when it 
banished more than 400 Palestinians last December in 
the wake of the kidnapping and killing of an Israeli 
soldier. The immediate consequence of that grave 
violation of human rights and the Fourth Geneva 
Convention of 1949 was the suspension of the peace 
process. Till this point in time, the parties to the 
Arab-Israeli bilateral and multilateral peace talks have 
yet to find an equitable solution to the problem created 
by that Israeli over-reaction. By closing off the 
occupied Gaza Strip, Israel in effect is falling back to 
the same tactic of mass punishment that threatens to 
exacerbate the situation in the occupied territories and 
bring it closer than ever to the boiling point 

Since Rabin knows well the genesis or the cycle or 
violence in his country as well as in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, he will do his people as well as the 
Palestinian people a great deal of justice if he not only 
expedites the resumption of the peace negotiations but 
also bring t hem to swift resolution. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A decision by Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin to go back on 
his pledges to repatriate the expellees and to withdraw Israeli 
troops from the Golan show clearly that the U.S. Secretary of 
Slate Warren Christopher's visit to the region in the past month 
did a great deal of harm to the peace process, said Sawt A! Shaab 
daily. The paper said that Mr. Rabin retreated from previously 
announced positions in the wake of Mr. Christopher's visit. 
Non-abidance by the U.N. resolutions means that Israel does not 
respect resolutions 242 and 338 in addition to 799 and means also 
that the U.S. is continuing its encouragement to the Israelis, 
enabling them to impede the peace process with the Arabs, the 
paper said. The paper also said that Mr. Christopher's recent visit 
to the region aimed at dividing the Arab parties and weakening 
their positions, giving rise to further feelings of desperation, 
which normally leads to violence. Egypt’s most recent attempt to 
bring about a change in the Israeli position, added the daily, 
ended up in total failure and further weakened the Arabs and 
strengthened the Israeli position. 

A) Ra'l Arabic daily Tuesday placed the blame for the non-ending 
cycle of violence in the Middle East on the Israeli government, 
which, it said, had chosen the path of terrorism and intimidation 
to deal with the Palestinians. Violence can only beget violence 
and the Israelis should realise that they should expect a strong 
reaction from the Arabs, whose lands are usurped and whose men 
and women are being killed or tortured or banished from their 
homeland, said the daily. Israel has sown the seeds of violence 
and counter violence, which the occupied Arab lands are now 
witnessing, said the paper which was referring to the killing of two 
Israelis by an Arab in Tel Aviv Monday. The paper said by killing 
innocent Palestinians and demolishing their homes. Israel has 
initiated the evde of violence, which can only end with the 
termination of occupation. Israel can start the peace process by 
implementing U.N. Security Council Resolution 799 and repat- 
riating the expelled Palestinians, followed by implementation of 
resolutions 242 and 338. the paper demanded. U said that unless 
the Israeli leaders abandon their present policy of aggression and 
violence, they are bound tc face counter violence on the part of 
the Palestinian Arabs. Only through peace can the Israelis and the 
Arabs be saved from the current cycle of horror and desperation, 
continued the daily. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdallah Malki 


Growth and 
external imbalances 


THE REAL 12% growth rate of Jordan’s gross domestic product 
(GDP} in 1992 was a celebrated achievement by ail standards 
despite its tentative nature. Three months after unveiling this 
rate, observers and analysts expect the release of a more refined 
ratio in the light of more recent data, especially with regard to 
prices. 

Very skillfully, the authorities used the outstanding growth 
performance as a smoke cover for the appalling performance of 
imports, which jumped by a staggering rate of around 30% in 
1992. 

The GDP growth rate, the rise in the public domestic revenues 
and the very low growth rate of prices (4%), ignited some sort of 
euphoria. Though such euphoria is justified to a certain degree 
and in a certain sense, the message of today's column is to warn 
against the turning of this passing euphoria into permanent 
complacency. The theme here is that the growth of the economy is 
no guarantee against external imbalances, such as the trade 
deficit, the current and capital account deficits and the basic 
balance of payments deficit. 

External imbalances are the other side of our external debt 
problem, which forced us to go, hat in hand, to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and to draft the economic adjustment 
programme. 

Economic growth can certainly contribute to a healthier 
external balance but that is not a must. It does so through higher 
levels of exports (of goods and services) and through attracting 
investment. (Easier access to loans is another contribution but it is' 
not an advantage). 

But economic growth can also create mounting demand for 


imports. Besides, any erroneous policies may trigger capital 
flight. Creditor countries are not necessarily those which outgrew 
debter ones. Too much depends on the quality of economic 
growth. Such growth necessarily means higher incomes which in 
turn mean higher demand (for both consumption and capital 
formation purposes, but significantly for the former). 

To the extent that the ongoing economic policy directs the extra 
demand more to domestic production, growth will improve the 
external balance. An export boom will enhance growth but will be 
thwarted by surging imports. 

As for the specific case of Jordan, the historical experience and 
evidence are very indicative and decisive. Our economy posted 
the best growth rates during the seventies and early eighties. 
Nevertheless, it was in this particular period that we accumulated 
our external debt, which had exploded into the external debt 
problem of 1988 and sent us rallying for the help of the IMF. 

No external debt can accumulate without over-importing. 
Excessive levels of imports occur mainly during elevated levels of 
income brought about by enhanced economic growth, especially 
with an open-door import policy. The steep rise in our GDP and 
the phenomenal jump in our imports in 1992 are a typical and 
telling, but also agonising, example of that. 

Again, economic growth is not a guarantee for rectifying our 
external balances nor is it an alternative to prudent commercial 
policy and the rationalisation of imports. 

Economic growth makes life easier in many fields and facilitates 
the conduction of successful economic policies but does not 
necessarily put out the fire of external debt. Nor does it prevent 
debt from spreading. 
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By Mark Power Stevens 

THE ISSUE which lies at the 
very heart of the Middle East 
peace talks is Israel's control and 
settlement of Palestinian land. 
Despite Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin’s promises to his 
electorate and to the former U.S. 
administration, he has not 
“frozen” settlement, nor res- 
tricted it to the completion of' 
building starts inherited from the 
previous Israeli government. Set- 
tlement building, the continued 
development of an infrastructure 
to serve the settlements, and the 
fact that over 65 per cent of the 
land of the occupied territories is 
dosed to the Palestinian popula- 
tion, are all still a reality. 

On-th e-ground, there is little to 
distinguish between the Likud 
and Labour governments. Politi- 
cally. Mr. Rabin, whilst attemp- 
ting to obfuscate the issue 
through his re-definition of the 
settlements into "security” and 
"political” categories, has never- 
theless made his intentions quite 
dear. At best, he intends to 
relinquish "some” land for peace, 
not "the” land, on the basis of 
what he contends are "security 
concerns” and the "irreversible" 
established presence of a sizeable 
Jewish population. Although the 
pursuance of "Greater Israel” 
appears not to be Mr. Rabin's 
plan, he does not intend to freeze 
settlement activity or return the 
millions of dunums of Palesti- 
nians' land taken and built on 
since 1967. The issue which con- 
cerns us here is, firstly, what is 
happening under Mr. Rabin to- 
day? And, secondly, to what ex- 
tent is it reversible? 

Mr. Rabin proposes to keep 
the "51 security settlements.” 
which are in the Jordan Valley 
and along the “eastern slopes of 
'the Judea and Samaria hills,” 
which constitute 30.000 of the 
110,000 settlers outside of the 
Jerusalem area. He also totally 
rejects any talk of relinquishing 
control of Jerusalem, "the soul 
and the heart of the Jewish peo- 
ple and the state of Israel.” or its 
"vidnity." which includes a furth- 
er 150,000 settlers and together 
with the "security settlements” 
accounts for well over SO per cent 
of the land of the West Bank. 

Mr. Rabin's policy may consti- 
tute a rejection of Ariel Sharon’s 
efforts to settle Jews among 
Palestinian papulation centres, 
but it essentially entails a return 
to the “cantonisarion” plans of 
earlier Israeli governments, and 
specifically the Allon plan of 
2967. The much publicised “set- 
tlement freeze” in reality meant 
only freezing 7,000 units whilst 
some 13.000 were completed. It 
was a calculated ploy to win the 
American loan guarantees, and 
to divert U.S. policy from its 
stated principles, and it was suc- 
cessful. 

In addition, there is ample evi- 
dence of continued settlement 
activity over- 3 nd-above Mr. 


SETTLEMENTS 

A roadblock 
to peace 


Rabin's supposed self-imposed 
limits. In the settlement of Beit 
Eyre, which is in neither the 
Joidan Valley nor the vicinity of 
Jerusalem where "security” set- 
tlements are located, 300 new 
homes are under construction, 
and they are all "legitimate". 

The director of Beit Eyre’s 
planning committee said the set- 
tlement is defined by the govern- 
ment as "a border correction 
community," indicating it has 
special status because of its dose 
proximity to the Green Line. In 
the settlement of Ariel, construc- 
tion is going ahead on 1,800 
buildings after contractors won 
permission to "unfreeze” hun- 
dreds of units. A real-estate agent 
in Ariel’s information and prepa- 
ration centre claims that Ariel's 
population will be approaching 
20,000 within a year and will be 
too large to freeze. 

At the end of 1992, Peace Now 
in its “Settlement Watch” report 
stated that bulldozers were clear- 
ing new land at Ofra settlement 
near the West Bank town of 
Ramallah, amongst other places. 
The group also quoted Israeli 
government statistics that 24,000 
units woe to be built in L992/93, 
including 12,500 in “Greater 
Jerusalem''. And, in another re- 
port, it was admitted by the 
mayor of Jerusalem's spokes- 
woman that the Rabin govern- 
ment had just agreed to the 
appropriation of 200 acres of 
Palestinian land in East Jeru- 
salem for the construction of a 
new Jewish neighbourhood. 

' Further, according to Peace 
Now, there is more construction 
per person going on in the Jewish 
settlements than m the Palesti- 
nian areas, the Israeli authorities 
continue to allocate some 65 
cubic metres of water per person 
more to Jewish settlers than to 
Palestinians, continues to make up 
to 13 times more water available 
for Jewish agriculture than for 
Palestinian, and continues to allo- 
cate 96.5 ago rots of every shekel 
reaching the occupied territories 
to the Jewish settlers. 

The misleading nature of 
Labour's “compromise" propos- 
als compared to the absoluteness 
of Likud’s position, may actually 
constitute a greater threat to 
Palestinian interests in that they 
will placate international opinion, 
particularly the U.S. administra- 
tion. and allow the new Israeli 
government to pursue its objec- 
tives without censure and with 
the help of massive financial aid 
and guarantees. 

In granting the $10 billion loan 
guarantees with few real restric- 


tions on Mr. Rabin, the Bush 
administration effectively shifted 
U.S. policy from its "settiements- 
are- an -obstacle- to- peace” posi- 
tion, to advocating a Palestinian 
compromise to meet Mr. Rabin’s 
"concessions." This essentially 
aligned U.S. policy with Israeli 
disingenuous assertions that only 
it is "risking" anything through 
compromise, and that only it is 
doing the “giving,” whilst Palesti- 
nians have “nothing to lose” and 
.only stand to gain from agreeing 
to Israel’s proposals. 

In reality, the amount of land 
and resources a Palestinian com- 
promise along these lines would 
email giving up makes it incon- 
ceivable that the Palestinians - 
could ever come close to meeting 
Israel's position. 

Through the continuation of 
establishing “facts-on-the- 
ground,” Mr. Rabin likely per- 
ceives that he is strengthening 
Israel’s assertion that the extent 
of the Jewish presence in the 
occupied territories necessitates 
the recognition by the Palesti- 
nians of the settlers' right to 
remain in place. But recently, 
some political forces in Israel, 
such as Peace Now, have started 
a campaign to reveal the true 
extent of Jewish settlement in the 
occupied territories in an attempt 
to pressure the Israeli govern- 
ment to forward a more realistic 
solution. They point out that 
whilst the government tries to 
make out that the extent of Jew- 
ish settlement is irreversible, the 
reality is that "the Jewish settle- 
ments are in fact small, and the 
majority of them (107 out of 144 
— excluding East Jerusalem) 
have a population of less than 
500; furthermore, 27 Jewish set- 
tlements have a population of less 
than 100 settlers.” 

Peace Now claims the Palesti- 
nians represent 94 per cent of the 
population of the occupied tern-, 
tones, and die settlers a tiny six 
per cent minority. They maintain 
that despite the closing off of over 
65 per cent of the land of the 
occupied territories, the settle- 
ments themselves represent a tiny 
percentage of the land, and these 
facts taken together mean the 
situation is reversible. 

This is reinforced by the fact 
that Peace Now estimates over 60 
per cent of the Jewish population 
moved to the settlements out of 
economic necessity, not for 
ideological reasons, and will 
move back again if the Israeli 
government creates the right eco- 
nomic incentives. 

Though it should be stressed 
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that this position exdudes any 
consideration of the status of 
Jerusalem, and the extensive and 
ceaseless drive tO'Judaise the dty 
which continues to be central to 
die concerns of ah Arab parties to 
the negotiations. „ 

It is the control of the land 
which is ax the heart of the 
dispute; without giving the 
Palestinian people control of 
their land, Israel is offering them 
nothing. At present, it appears 
that in the absence of a forced 
agreement there is no chance of 
Israel advancing a solution which 
would give the Palestinians any- 
thing dose to sovereignty over 
•even the less than one-third of 
historic Palestine, which the West 
Bank and Gaza represent. 

The U.S. has shown no inclina- 
tion to apply the sort of pressure 
on Israel which is necessary. On 
the contrary, since the election of 
Mr. Rabin and Labour in Israel, 
the U.S. and Israeli positions 
appear to have once again moved 
into harmony, and the only press- 
ure is likely to be on the Palesti- 
nians to accept less than their 
minimum demands. 

The risks inherent in the 
Palestinians' willingness to con- 
tinue negotiating without secur- 
ing any new binding guarantees 
regarding the future status of, 
their land, induding Jerosalem; 
are very dear. The Palestinians* 
perseverance with the peace pro- 
cess under these conditions is in 
itself a massive concession and an 
indication as to the desperate 
nature of the Palestinians* desire 
for peace. 

Those calling for an active U.S. 
involvement in the negotiations 
need to be aware that the factors 
which would likely determine 
U.S. policy will not necessarily be 
“justice" or “legitimacy,” as they 
invariably and sadly are not in the 
real world of international rela- 
tions. 

Rather, the determining fac- 
tors will likely be the regional 
balance of power and strategic 
and political interest; and the 
Palestinian case, with the foil- 
backing of the other Arab par- 
ties, will have to be made very 
strongly in these terms. The use 
of the evidence advanced by 
Peace Now regarding the minimal 
Jewish presence in the occupied 
territories is one tactic which can 
be employed to discredit the 
Israeli position; reiterating the 
point that, ultimately, security 
comes through peace is another. 

The road to peace will open up 
only once there exists a political 
will for peace, and for all that 
peace emails, in Israel. There 
needs to be an Israeli perception 
of the political and strategic ne- 
cessity for peace and the benefits 
it will bring to Israel. Ultimately, 
if Israel decides there will be 
peace, then there will be. If it 
decides there will be an end to 
settlement and a return of Palesti- 
nians' land, then there will be. 

The writer is a British national 
who resides in Jordan. 


election, by pursuing is 

By Leslie Pfommer ^ described as a cabinet 
KUWAITI politics are nothing policy of appeasement w par- 
short of a diffhanger. Question- Jjament. So rnuch so, | 

fog, criticising, summoning pubUc the chief entwasro of min * 

figures for a grilling at commit- preS ent is that they^ n0 ^^*e 
teesof inquiry — the new parha- a strong pror am ™* for P 
ment, only five months into its i iam entaTy co^S’deration 
four-year term, ha$ the country m The family h “ f °P U J 

a state of suspense. Can this toget her a cabinet that includes 
assembly, Kuwaitis wonder, poss- ^ MPs — more vfoe 

ibly last? fore. This concession is having 

For the moment,, yes. die effect of linking the executive 

“Kuwait’s democracy is vital m better to parliament, while jam 
this region," says a Near Eastern - SO me erstwhile opposition 
diplomat, and. adds a Kuwaiti mern bers who now bold port- 
writer. "This parliament has a jq^qs. 

superpower behind it." More im- xbe 60-man assembly is maoe 
portant, it has yet to lose public up Q f jq Sabah appointees and 5U 
support or seriously alienate the Reeled members, chosen by the 
ruling A1 Sabah family. 81,400 male voters agedoyer zi 

But it cannot take these factors who hail from the 650,000 “nrst- 
for granted. The public becomes citizens who can trace therr 

uneasy at imbalances and ex- f am jjy origins back to the 1920s. 
tremes; the Sabah must have qj these MPs, about 35 are 
known they had much popular ^ ^ roughly in the categories 
backing when in 1986 they dis- ^ independent and opposition, 
solved an assembly that homed in though in Kuwait’s case the latter 
bard on certain family ministers. term j s on |y a rough approxima- 
And Khaldoun A1 Naqeeb, prob- ^ on Q f Western versions, the 
ably the country's most influen- opposition not necessarily being 
tial sociologist, argues that “the fcjjnton defeating the government 
United States will never forces and alliances being prone to 
democracy if it destabilises the c f,ange. 

Sabah”. £ V en go, this election result is 

Some, including Sulaiman reported t o have startled the rul- 
Mutawa, the former planning in g family, which is why it is 
minister, predict that the assem- k< ^pi n& its collective head down, 
bly will back off. One Western diplomat notes 

Some believe that if parliamen- ^ the potential for Sabah coali- 
tary exuberance turns into an tions in r the assembly — with 
outright clash, the Sabah might of 15 supporters of 

instead dissolve and reconstitute guimi Islamic groups, for instance 
the appointed cabinet which they _ ^ an argument against those 
dominate. Others, Uke Dr. Na- who foresee Armageddon, 
qeeb, see the assembly “heading happeris next? If the sys- 

for political self-destruct." tem ^ to be preserved, comprom- 

All the mam issues parliament ■ ^th from the cabinet and 
is exploring are contentious. It is assembly 

invertigating what happened to If lh /'pa r ij amenta ry inquiries 
17 bfllion in Kuwaiti investments impropriety, MPs will have 

m Spain a financial scandal in the £ decide how far to press retribu- 
state oil-tanker company, the ^ and ^ Sabah ^ have t0 
re^ons for the states instant dedde whether to sacrifice some 
collapse durmg the Iraqi mva- them 

sion, and the non-payment of -n* uWic wants answers, but 
maisive debts to the nations not ^ nt vendettas . When it 

, , , . . . tires of inquiries — "We have 

ItB ab° confronted wtth the committees” 

spectre of a contraction m o ne of ^ ^ Mdca | scientist - it 
the wttrids most aU^tntaaang reprtsenta ri v es to 

-T concentrate more on looking 

riJIP 1 thJ” 6 ahead with constructive legisla- 

dass, the new iraddleclass tackling root problems and 

everyone wants to increase his 

shareof a shrinking cake. Ifs fore.jsn-investnre.it 

Mr. Mutawa believes the sys- 

^ tem *'1' survive: “Whatever our 
poba CTl sya emdoesntsettle. all shorIcoming5 _ and , have nCTer 

these issues are moving to con- . a .. 

froritation," Dr. Naqeeb warns. nf *^2 

If that confrontation is averted, 

one of the reasons will be that the d ®^ e j. 0 P ment we 

Sabah are responding to the pub- a re still streets ahead. - ^ 

lie mood, and the message of the The Guardian 


One year into war. 

Bosnians eager for peace 


By Laurinda Keys 
The Associated Press 
SARAJEVO — After nearly a 
year of war and recent strategic 
losses near Sarajevo. Bosnia’s 
Muslim leaders appear eager for 
peace. 

They seem to be counting on 
the United States and the United 
Nations to win politically what 
they cannot win on foe battle- 
field. 

Government leaders feel U.S. 
involvement in Bosnia, both 
through airdrops and in talks, is a 
sign of world recognition of their 
independent state. Their message 
now is that’s what they wanted all 
along, and the rest is details. 

Yet with rebel Serbs in control 
of 70 per cent of Bosnia, it is not 
clear whether agreement on the 
details — induding boundaries 
for dividing the nation into pro- 
vinces — can be reached. And it 
is far from certain whether 
Washington will be as deeply 
involved as the government ex-, 
peas. 

"There are all kinds of press- 
ures on us,” acknowledged Ejup 
Game, a member of the Bosnian 
presidency. "We want to finish 
the war. We don’t want our 
dutdren and grandchildren to 
fight it over and over again to 
eternity.” 

For the government, finishing a 
war that has killed at least 18,000 
and forced millions from their 
homes no longer seems to mean 
regaining the land seized by Serb 
rebels. 

The government claimed in a 
recent statement that "after one 
year of war, nobody is the milit- 
ary tosS” 3 ™* n0i ^ a 

After Geneva peace talks 
broke down a month asxj. Presi- 
dent Aflja Izetbegovic declared 

001 agree 10 ^ Peace 
pbn thu : would bar MusW^c- 

to® of Serb “ethnic deeming" 
conpaigns from returning to their . 

The government now is not 
addressing the issue direct!? 

having some room for 
bargaining. That is a striking 
change in emphasis. 8 

Waats re - 

?. S^tanks camion and rock- 
u - n * control. 

S 11 a recipe for a cease 

nre, but not necessarily for a 
political solution. 


In neighbouring Croatia. Serb 
arms were placed under U.N. 
control but no steps were taken to 
deal with the one third of Croatia 
that remained in Serb hands. A 
year-long truce broke down in 
January after the government 
launched an offensive to regain 
the land. 

The Bosnian military, which 
has opposed any concessions and 
demanded a unified Bosnia, 
apparently agrees with the gov- 
ernment’s softer approach. 

Army second-in-command 
Jovan Divjak said in an interview 
he expected the fighting to be 
over by May. even if the political 
problems remain. 

Mr. Divjak acknowledged a 
terrible loss of life — but gave no 
numbers — when Serbs pushed 
his troops back in Sarajevo's 
western suburbs. Serbs gained 
about 700 metres of territory, but 
haven't moved in to occupy it. 

They apparently don't need to. 
They dealt government forces a 
psychological blow and posi- 
tioned themselves for further 
strategic gains. 

Instead, many government 
officials have latched onto U.S. 
airdrops and involvement in 
negotiations through President 
Bill Clinton's appointment of a 
special envoy as a sign that the 
world is on their side. 

They also have taken comfort 
from, the U.N. Security Council 
decision to establish a war crimes 
tribunal to tiy those accused of 
atrocities in former Yugoslavia. 

“The Americans will be re- 
sponsible ... for negotiations in 
which they take part,** said Mr. 
Game. 

U.S.^ officials may differ. 

“We’re certainly not going to 
take over the negotiations,” U.S. 
Seaetary of State Warren Christ- 
opher said Thursday. “We regard 
-our role as bringing our good 
offices to bear, playing a con- 
structive role, but we will not 
necessarily be at the table.” 

But while Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic recently has 
sounded a moderate tone, the 
ray issue for him remains the 
provincial boundaries. 

Mr. Karadzic needs a corridor 
across northern Bosnian to the 
^erb-held town of Banja Luka to 
keep Serb held areas connected 
and supplied from Serbia, the 
dominant republic in Yugoslavia. 
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Hamas denies rejecting U.S. plan 
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(Continued from page I) 

severe headache. Hamas would 
prolong discussions to no end and 
the current decision- making svs- 
. tem would be thrown into total 
disarray, said a PLO official 

• speaking on condition of anony- 
mity from Tunis, 1 

,™5 offoaU acknowledge that 
the PLO would like to have 
Hamas join its fold before a final 

- settlement is reached with the 
Israehs. “This is necessary so that 
it will be binding on all parties,” 

. said one Palestinian analyst in 

• Amman. 

Hamas, however, may be 
trying to avoid precisely that. “A 

• ew months back Hamas was mak- 
ing serious efforts to enter the 

' ■ PNC. Now the issue is on the 
. back burner,” said a Palestinian 
anatyst close to Hamas. “Now the 

• political strategy of Hamas is to 
stay outside of the peace pro- 

. ■ cess.” 

. ■ • “If it fails, then they will say 

- ■- that their predictions had been 
•. •- correct and if there is peace they 
' will not be held responsible for 
■: the concessions that the PLO 

made to Israel,” said the analyst. 

- .* “In other words the Hamas 
egy at this stage is to have the 
of both worlds,” he said. 


■^ amas * diplomatic contacts 
with the Amman-based ambassa- 
dor of Italy, Britain and Ger- 
many in February was only to 
ttinfirm that “Hamas is not a 
terrorist organisation,” Mr. Naz- 
zai said. 

Mr. Nasal had met on two 
separate occasions with an 
Amman-based U.S. diplomat, 
Enc Gaudiosi, after the expellee 
crisis began. 

“We met twice with Mr. 
Oaudiosi, once in December and 
once m January. At that time he 
spoke to us of linking a commit- 
ment on human rights issues and 
the U.S. proposal to Israel which 
would allow for the return of a 
^zeable number of Palestinians 
expelled since 1967,” Mr. Nazzal 
said. 

“We wanted to express our 
opposition to the concept of gra- 
dual return of the expellees and 
we wanted to lobby against the 
use of term terrorist when refer- 
ring to our organisation,” he said. 

The diplomatic missions of the 
U.S.. Canada, Russia, China and 
Japan told Hamas that their 
ambassadors would not be able to 
meet with them for different 
reasons, Mr. Nazzal said. The 
French embassy did not respond 
to a Hamas’ request to meet with 
the ambassador. 


Jordan surprised by U.S. advisory 
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(Continued from page 1) 

v.by the Jordan Times Tuesday 
were also puzzled by the warning. 

“I never feel threatened in 
> Jordan. I didn't in the past and I 
--.don’t now,” said an American 
^.-resident of Amman who asked 
not to be named. 

Saying he did not feel anything 
unusual in the country, he said “I 
*am bewildered and disturbed” at 
the warning. 

■«: > He and another American who 
talked to the Jordan Times said 
they need more information on 

y 


what prompted the warning. 

“Is it based on rumours or is it 
based on substantial evidence?” a 
U.S. citizen said. He said he 
would be alarmed by the warning 
if it was based on solid informa- 
tion “but my guess is that the 
U.S. government is hypothesiz- 
ing.” 

Another U.S. citizen said he 
believed the American govern- 
ment was exaggerating the situa- 
tion and that he will not take the 
warning seriously. 

“(U.S. officials) have cried 
wolf too often for me to take 
them seriously,” he said. 


Palestinian, settler killed 

(Continued from page I) 
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,, Arab conflict would bring an end 
-.to the violence. Rightists deman- 
ded stronger measures against 
Arabs. 

.Mr. Rabin told reporters: “We 
must recognise that if there is a 
solution, it is first of all the 
.political negotiations.” 

Binyamin Netanyahu, conten- 
,-der for leadership of the Likud 
Party, said if Israel withdrew 
from Gaza in response to vio- 
, kacc. its perpetrators wo.uld be 
encouraged to continue their ac- 
.. lions to achieve further conces- 
sions. 

• .Housing Minister Benjamin 
Den Eliezer said Israel found it 

- necessary to close off Gaza to 
calm the atmosphere but was 
aware of the social consequences. 

“The extended closure means 
more despair... more poverty," 
he said. “Believe me, with all the 
pain, I know of no ideology in the 
world that provided an answer to 
‘ someone who is dying of hunger 
or who cannot bring food to his 

• children.” 

The stabbing suspect, 
apprehended at the site after 
knifing 11 people Monday near 
Tel Aviv’s central bus station, is a 
19-year-old from Gaza Gty’s Zai- 
toun quarter, identified by police 

• as Ziad Salameh Silmi. 

Wielding two knives, Silmi 
. rampaged through a commercial 
area during morning rush hour. 
He fatally stabbed Natan Azar- 
iya, a 28-year-old barber, and a 
-• Russian immigrant, Gregory 
Adramov, 27. Both were buried 


Tuesday. 

Nine other people were 
wounded, including a woman 
who was still in the intensive care 
unit of Ichilov hospital Tuesday 
morning, officials said. 

Police said they believe Silmi 
acted alone and quoted him as 
saying he staged the attack be- 
cause he could not find work in 
Israel. He had no record of secur- 
ity offences, but Palestinians said 
he was a member of the Islamic 
Jihad group. 

The. group claimed responsibil- 
ity in a statement issued in 
Damascus. 

The seaside strip, shifted with 
ramshackle refugee camps, is 
home to about 800,000 Palesti- 
nians. It has been a hotbed of the 
five-year Palestinian uprising, 
and tensions have tun especially 
high since Israel expelled some 
400 Palestinians to Lebanon in 
December. 

The Arab League condemned 
the siege of Gaza and urged the 
international community to take 
measures to protect the Palesti- 
nians there. 

The 21 -member organisation 
expressed deep concern over the 
recent escalation of violence in 
the Israeli-occupied territories. 

“The Arab League condemns 
Israel's repressive actions in the 
occupied territories, including the 
sealing off of the Gaza Strip, and 
urges the international commun- 
ity to take immediate measures to 
protect the Palestinians living 
under occupation and to send 
fact-finding missions," the Cairo- 
based league said in a statement. 


Shells land near exiles’ camp 

(Continued from page 1) 
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“This testifies that the (expul- 
sion) of physicians, professors, 
students and clergymen will not 
[no vide security for the Israeli 
people,” commented Dr. Rantisi. 

“The killing of innocent 
Palestinians will absolutely moti- 
vate the killing of Israelis,” he 
added. 

Fist fights erupted between 
villagers and Hizbollah members 
in three southern villages over the 
use by guerrillas of population 
centres as a launching pad for 


attack against Israel. 

Police said civilians in Majdai 
Silim, Khirbit Silira and Sulta- 
niyeh attacked Hizbollah mem- 
bers after their villages were shel- 
led Monday from batteries de- 
ployed in the “security zone” to 
avenge a guerrilla attack. 

A police spokesman said: 
“Dozens of angry villagers took 
to the streets shouting insults at 
Hizbollah members and deman- 
ding that they stop using their 
villages as launching theatres for 
attacks against the security 
zone.” 


Somalis inch towards peace talks 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Kismayu were unable to distri- 
bute aid for a second straight bay 
because of the unrest. 

Previous fighting between 
Gen. Morgan and Col. Jess scut- 
tled preliminary peace talks in 
January but planning has started 
for a full peace conference to 
begin March 15 in Ethiopia. 

At peace talks scheduled in 
Mogadishu on Tuesday, repre- 
sentatives of Somalia’s factions 


were to discuss a plan to disarm 
under U.N. supervision and 15 
groups had turned in lists of their 
weapons to coalition leaders. ^ 
Marine Col. Peter Bono, chair- 
man of the ceasefire committee, 
said the factions are eager to 
comply in order to present them- 
selves as political groups and not 
warlords at the peace talks in 
Ethiopia. 

“Some of the lists are exagger- 
ated to try to play up their im- 

portance,” Col. Bono said. -BW 

nobody wants to be the last guy. 
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‘Iran buying up ex-Soviet nuclear stores’ 


(Continued 

the Gulf war, the Islamic Repub- 
lic News Agency (IRNA), moni- 
tored in Nicosia, quoted Akbar 
Torkan as saying in an interview 
Monday that Iran's weapons 
purchases were dwarfed by re- 
gional countries like Saudi Ara- 


from page D 

bl Mr. Torkan said Iran planned 
to spend only $850 milion in the 
next 12 months, and that Saudi 
Arabia, whose population was 
only one-fourth of Iran s had a 
much larger defence budget. 


Fertility rates dropping as women insist on contraception 


By David Briscoe 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In the de- 
veloping world fertility rates are 
dropping, and at least half of all 
married women outside Africa 
say they don't want another child, 
according to new studies. 

While world population growth 
is still a big concern, most coun- 
tries in Asia, Latin America and 
the Caribbean have experienced 
significant declines in births over 
the last 30 years, the studies 
show. 

Overall, surveys of more than 
300,000 women in 44 developing 
countries show that fertility has 


declined from an average of six 
children per woman in the 1960s 
to four today. 

The surveys also show a bigger 
than expected demand among 
women for birth control. 

. “A reproductive revolution is 
spreading across much of the 
developing world,” says a study 
being released this week by Johns 
Hopkins University’s population 
information programme. It says 
awareness of contraception is 
nou£ nearly universal and use of 
condoms and other birth control 
methods is raptdFy rising. 

“But there is still a long way to 
go," the report says, noting that 
surveys show about 20 per cent of 
Third World women would like to 


avoid pregnancy but are not using 
birth control. 

Though dramatic, the declining 
fertility rates are still well above 
the level of 2.1 children per fami- 
ly needed to stop rapid world 
population growth, 

“Fertility has fallen over a 
much shorter period of time than 
experts predicted, but an average 
of four children is stilt twice the 
replacement rate," said Bryant 
Robey, principle author of the 
Johns Hopkins report. 

World population is increasing 
and headed for 6 billion. United 
Nations projections show 97 mil- 
lion more people a year until the 
year 2000. 

“The problem is that while 


each mother is having fewer chil- 
dren, there are more mothers." 
Mr. Robey said in an interview. 
“If the (fertility) rate hadn't fal- 
len, we’d really be in a boom.” 

Recent surveys taken with U.S. 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) funding 
show African women, too, want 
to prevent births, Mr. Robey 
said. 

'‘People used to say and be- 
lieve that Africa was somehow 
different and fertility wasn't 


going to decline in Africa,” Mr. 
Robey said. But the new surveys 
show significant declines in Bots- 
wana, Kenya and Zimbabwe. 

In Africa, most women want to 
postpone their next pregnancy, 
while statistical projections in 
other countries show more want 
to stop having children 
altogether, the surveys show. 

They also show that^ about one 
third of women in the developing 
world are using modem family 
planning methods. ' 


A U.S. Commerce Depan 
ment report released last weel 
points to the same fertility trends 
and it also notes rises in Iif< 
expectancy throughout much o 
the Third World as health effort 
improve. 

The report. "Population an« 
Health Transitions.” says man; 
nations are in a healthy “demog 
raphic transition,” with the adult 
working population growinj 
more rapidly than the number o 
babies being born. 


Forty years later 

Stalin haunts Russia 


By Larry Ryckman 

The Associated Press 

MOSCOW — For more than 12 
hours, the dictator lay crumpled 
on _ the floor of the darkened 
dining room in his pajamas, un- 
able to move or cry for help, a 
copy of Pravda beside him and a 
bottle of mineral water on the 
table above. There was a look of 
horror in his eyes when servants 
finally found him. 

Josef Stalin, hailed as the 
genius of the nation, the father of 
the homeland and the immortal 
genius, was dying of a brain 
hemorrhage. 

The shocked Soviet people sat 
by their radios waiting for word 
about the man who had ruled 
their lives for three decades and 
who, unknown to them, now lay 
hostage to the cruel system he 
created. 

Forty years after his death on 
March 5, 1953, Russians are tom 
about the man who sent millions 
to their deaths and bullied his 
backward country into becoming 
a superpower. 

For the former Soviet Union. 
Stalin is an open wound. Ethnic 
peoples he pulled together 
through force, terror and mass 
deportations now try to reclaim 
old lands and settle old scores 
through warfare that has killed 
thousands since the federation 
came apart in 1991. 

Stalin's final hours at his dacha 
outside Moscow were a fitting 
testament to his lyranny. No one 
knew he had been- stricken be- 
cause' his terrified servants dared ■ 
not enter his chambers uninvited. 
His usual doctors were in prison _ 
and his Communist colleagues 
initially insisted their comatose, 
73 year old leader was merely 
sleeping soundly. 

His countrymen were over- 
come with grief when Moscow 
radio finally announced: “the 
heart of Lenin's comrade in arms 
...has ceased to beat.” Thirty-gun 
salutes boomed in the capitals of 
the republics he had yoked 


together and ruled for a genera- 
tion. 

Millions of mourners filled the 
streets of cities across the nation. 
Hundreds of Muscovites were 
crushed to death in the funeral 
hysteria. Many people worried 
whether his death had left the 
Soviet Union easy prey for the 
West. 

“When I heard about Stalin's 
death, I immediately thought the 
countiy would fall apart; 1 be- 
lieved it.” said Yuri Russky, a 
66-year-old veteran of World 
War 11. “I think it was mentioned 
that Stalin himself said once: 'Af- 
ter I die, they will seize you like 
kittens.”' 

Stalin's grandson, Alexander 
Burdonsky, was taken as an 11- 
y ear-old to Moscow's hall of col- 
umns. where the body lay in 
state. 

“I felt no sorrow, but fear 
probably, fear and bewilderment 
that so many people were in the 
hall and all were crying,” Mr. 
Burdonsky said in an interview. 
“I didn't cry. In fact, i couldn't 
press a tear out of my eyes, which 
added to my fear and bewilder- 
ment.” 

For the heirs to Stalin's power, 
there was more relief than grief 
that his reign of terror was over. . 

After a time, they quietly be- 
gan to stamp out his “cult of 
personality.” They stripped Sta- 
lin’s name from factories, ships, 
cities, farms and streets, and pul- 
led down monuments throughout 
the land. -On Oct. 3*1; 1961, they ■ 
removed his body from the Red 
Square mausoleum he had shared 
with Soviet founder Vladimir 
Lenin and buried it nearby along- 
the Kremlin Wall. 

De-Stalinisation stalled under 
Leonid Brezhnev, whose regime 
pointed with pride to Stalin’s 
accomplishments: the forging of 
the Soviet empire, victory over 
Nazi Germany, mass indus- 
trialisation and development of 
the atomic bomb. 


Anniversaries of his death were 
observed quietly, wifti few daring 
to say anything about him except 
in his native Georgia, where Sta- 
lin’s memory was often praised. 

Mikhail Gorbachev renewed 
the rehabilitation of Stalin's vic- 
tims that was begun by Nikita S. 
Khrushchev and declared that the 
dictator had perverted the ideas 
of Lenin. 

Bringing up the dictator’s name 
in public now stirs the same kind 
of passion that was felt in the 
United States about Vietnam in 
the 1960s. Everyone has an 
opinion. 

A near-riot broke out when 
Grigory Ivanov, a 70 year old 
veteran standing on crutches out- 
side the Lenin Museum, said to a 
Western reporter: “1 didn’t be- 
lieve Stalin, even before the 
war.” 

“Who were you not to believe 
him?” screamed two old women, 
shoving towards Mr. Ivanov as an 
increasingly hostile crowd spilled 
off the sidewalk. “Tte Germans 
should have . killed you. you 
traitor, traitor, you brainless 
traitor.” 

Many Russians, bewildered by 
the dizzying changes and chaos 
since the Soviet Union collapsed, 
long for a strong leader in Stalin's 
mold — someone to fix the eco- 
nomy, fight crime and stop ethnic 
violence. 

Day and day, hard-liners seem 
to gain strength at the expense of 
reformers led by President Boris 
Yeltsin. Hand, held portraits of 
Stalin were prominent at an anti- 
Yeltsin rally of more than 10,000 
Muscovites. 

“The 40th anniversary of Sta- 
lin’s death reminds us quite vivid- 
ly that Stalin is still with us,” said 
Mr. Yeltsin’s military adviser, re- 
tired Gen. Dmitry Volkogonov. 

“We must be vigilant. 
Nationalists and pseudopatriots 
and Communists, who are now 
becoming united, represent a 
great threat to our countiy. And I 
don’t exclude the possibility of a 
reign of terror.” 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Ordinary Issue No. 4 



Drawing of March. 2, 1993 


Winning Tickets 


Holder of ticket No. 67388 
Wins JD 30,000 


Holder of ticket No. 30886 
Wins JD 7,000 


Holder of ticket No. 09444 
Wins JD 3,500' 


Holder of ticket No. 30249 

Wins JD 2,500 


Holder of 


ticket No. 

Wins JD 1,500 


Holder of ticket No. 24714 
Wins JD 1,200 


Holder of 


ticket No. 

Wins JD 1,000 


Holder of ticket No. 62999 
Wins JD 800 


Ten cansoiaUon pnzes totalling JD 1,200 each wins JD 120 

77388 88388 87488 87398 67389 
57388 6A388 A7288 67378 67387 


Ten consolation prizes totaling JD 700 each win s JP 7 0 

40886 31886 30986 30896 30887 
20886 39886 30786 30876 30885 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD <100 each wins JD 40 

19444 00444 09544 09454 09445 
99 44 ! < 1 08444 09344 09434 09443 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 200 each wins JD 20 

40249 31249 30349 30259 30240 
20249 39249 30149 30239 30248 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 150 each wins JD 15 

33824 24824 23924 23834 23825 
13824 22824 23724 23814 23823 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 100 each wins JD 10 

34714 25714 24814 24724 24715 
14714 23714 24614 24704 24713 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 80 each wins JD 8 

76432 67432 66532 66442 66433 
56432 65432 66332 66422 66431 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 70 each wms JD 7 

72999 63999 62099 62909 62990 
52999 61999 62899 62989 62998 



Winners of the grand prizes In the specie! Issue number 3 of Feb. 17, 1993 





Jamal Ayyoub Musufa Abdul Razzaq 
Officer Annan - Engineer JZen|B - Employer 


Bascm Bader 

Amman 

HaU fourth JD 1 JSSO-HalT third ID 


Faisal At Nassar Majdi Sleib Ha nan Ahmad Faihiya Da'dara 

Ramtha - Merchant Amman - Worker Amman - Housewife Amman - Housewife 
n.ir second JD 7.500 Half second JD 3.5P0 Half first JD ISJtOO Half firw JD 15,000 


.750 Half Hard JD 

Next Draw takes place on MSTCh 17, 1993 
First biggest (Mixes are issued from GUVS headquarters 
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JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAIMAR A SONS 

TEL. 60*676 604696 




a CROWN ENTL EST. 

1 Packing, shipping 
5 Forwarding, storage 

1 worldwide Removals 

“ Air Qqs anH 1 onH 




mtmz 


luseEmsm 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN- 

*Kais Drydean. 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 
☆ Keys Service 

* UphoJstry. curtains & carpels 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821 65S, Fax 
828163 


*•+ ± -if.- '& 

.Si. Jib. • • ' .SI .. 





:,i* VS- . 

gi^ SO%^ JUugmr ^ . 



4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810809 
Fax: 810520 



&. fe « Jt 
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CHINA 

House Restaurant 

6 Taste and enjoy our special 
dinner in Ramadan. 

■it Special Chinese dishes & best 
sea food. 

£ Excellent IFTAR dinner daily 
with special price. 

Open daily 5:Q0-midnight 

Jabal Al Hussein, Ministry 
of Trade & Industry Road: 
TeL 687755 


We are open * 
during Ramadan. 

X 

Valentino 

■RE5TAURANT 
JABAL AMMAN RfHTQRCLE 

OPTOSTTETHR IRAQI EMBASSY TEL 65*203 



' CHEN'S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. . 

\ 6:30 - Midn ight / 



^c*x*x* 

MANDARIN RESTAURANT I 

Special Chinese Foods 
Stalled Chinese Chefs 

| Open j£3P-3zjQ & &CQ.JUP r}aity\ 

W» away Is uvaOabla 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el 

[tbL 681922, Amman] 

face Tasted 


AVIS 


We try harder. 





The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room-! 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" 


UAIEOTEL 

|U2<|I|IS 


Amman - TeL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



Every great 'city in the world has its China 
Town and Ammansnow has Its own. 


Where you 
Chinese dii 


e most exquisite 
ihd dinner. 


Cfilncr 

Town 

Restaurant 



at Hotel 

Tel. 674295~dr“B741Tf ext. 6338 



Thefirst&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Takauway (savaUafci* 

Open daily 12:00^3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


Jordan Times’ 
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Kasparov, 
ioand 
ead. chess 


jN'ARES <R) — World cham- 
.m Garry Kasparov consoli- 
his position as joint leader 
2 the Linares Grandmaster 
Tournament Monday with 
, emphatic win against Russian 
geny Bareev in 34 moves. 
Kasparov, playing white, sur- 
sed his opponent" with the un- 
tl tactic of advancing his bishop 
the second move, frustrating 
urs of careful preparation by 
:reev. 

Although Bareev managed to 
ich an equal position, he ran 
in of time, and rushed his 
th and 31st moves. 

Kasparov encircled Bareev’s 
ig with a queen and bishop, 
d faced with unavoidable 
eckmate. Bareev resigned. 
Kasparov’s fellow competitors 
vc qualified praise to the world 
ampion's performance. “It was 
>t the most impressive game, 

:t it was a good win.” said 
atch grandmaster Jan Timman. 
■‘I have seen better games, but 
>ints do not always come beauti- 
iiy.” Indian star Viswanathan 
nand added. 

Anand. who beat Boris Gel- 
nd in 40 moves, and outsider 
lexander Belyavsky are sharing 
e lead with Kasparov on three 
■d a half points from five games. 
Anand sacrificed a piece on his 
h move in return for a strong 



Garry Kasparov 


attack Belyavsky could find no- 
thing better than giving up a rook 
and trying unsuccessfully to draw. 

Belyavsky, 39 and ranked 42 in 
the world, beat 7th-ranked Lat- 
vian Alexei Sbirov. 20. in 52 
moves. 

Ex-world champion Anatoly 
Karpov slipped behind the lead- 
ers when he failed to beat tail- 
ender Vassily Ivanchuk. A draw 
was agreed after 42 moves. 

Ex-Soviet Prodigy Gata Kams- 
ky. 18, moved up the table with a 
win agaisnt Jan Timman in 50 
moves after the Dutchman blun- 
dered and lost a pawn. He and 
Karpov now have three points 
from five games. 

Artur Yusupov drew with fel- 
low Russian Vladimir Kramnik 
and Yugoslav Ljubomir 
Ljubojevic adjourned after six 
houre* play against Russian Val- 
ery Salov in a knight endgame. 

Ljubojevic, who has two extra 
pawns, is expected to win when 
play resumes Wednesday 


All-Star Tournament 
begins today 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan's second 
AH-Siar Tournament, orga- 
nised by the Jordan Basketball 
Federation ( JBFj begins 
Wednesday at A1 Onhodoxi 
Court. 

Players in this year’s Oki 
All-Star Tournament represent 
all but one of the Kingdom's 
First Division teams. Al Ahli 
Gub last week announced that 
players of iheir First Division 
team would not participate in 
the All-Star Tournament, as 
the JBF has not yet resolved 
their First Division title match 
controversy of Jan. 26. The 
club however urged their 
under-— players to take pan 
so as not to disrupt the under- 
-- national team’s prepara- 
tions for the Asian Cham- 
pionship in April. 

Participating players had 
been initially divided to five 
teams. However, when one of 
the sponsors pulled out of the 
tournament and Al Ahli stood 
bv their dsetsiun. the number of 
teams was brouaht down to 
four 

The Daihatsu team, which 
croups the undcr-22 national 
team will he coached by the 
JRFs Russian coach. Players 
include A I Orthodoxy's Mun- 





Murad Barqkat 


Fans will miss stars like Al 
AM’s Marwan Ma’touq 

Abu * Tj *yyeb, and Zivad 
Al Nabulsi; Al Ahli’s Moham- 
mad Al Shamaii. and Marwan 
Al Saeedi; and Al Jaa'reh's 
Ghaith Ennabi and Anwar 
Haddad. 

Mohammad Al Najjar will 
be the Toyota ream coach. The 
team will greatly benefit from 
Jordan s undisputed basketball 
star Murad Barakat. 

The Mitsubishi team in- 
cudes Al Orthodoxi’s star Hil- 
M weI1 ®* A1 Ahii's 
vjahd Badran and A! Watani’s 
Nudim Nahhas and Hani Al 
Taher. 

Fadi Al Sabbah will be the 
Hyundai team coach. The 
team includes mostly young 
players like Al Onhodoxi’s 
Jihad Saliba and Jan Sahlieh, 
Ai Jazireh’s Muuzer 
Muheisen, and Homentmen's 
Vicken Avakian. 

The matches will all be play- 
ed at 8.30 p.m. The tourna- 
ment will run up to March 22. 


Gilbert 
wins, 

Forget 
eliminated 

INDIAN WELLS, California 
(AP) — Brad Gilbert, the oldest 
player in the S1.7 million Cham- 
pions Cup, rallied for a 6-7, 6-2, 
7-6 victory over ninth-seeded Ser- 
gi Bruguera of Spain Monday in a 
first-round match. 

Gilbert, 31, who will represent 
the United States in a first-round 
Davis Cup match against Austra- 
lia in Melbourne later this month, 
win the third-set tiebreaker 7-4 to 
complete the 2-hour, 39-minute 
match. 

Gilbert won the first five games 
of the match, but Bruguera won 
the next five and ultimately, the 
Spaniard won the first set tieb-' 
reaker 7-3. 

The second set was tied 2-2 
before Gilbert swept four straight 
games without losing a point to 
even the match. 

Bruguera won the first four 
games of the third set before 
Gilbert won the next five. Bru- 
guera won two of the next three, 
setting up the tiebreaker. 

“It was a strange match,” Gil- 
bert said. “He was complaining 
every game about line calls. I 
kept fighting back. Never in my 
career have I lost a set when I was 
up 54).” 

None of the other top 10 seeds 
played Monday. Guy. Forget of 
France, seeded 11th, was also 
upset, losing to Jim Grabb 7-6, 6-3. 

The other two seeded players 
in action Monday both won 13-th- 
seeded Malivai Washington beat 
qualifier Patrick Rafter of Au- 
stralia 7-5, 7-5, and 16th seeded 
Am a ud Boetsch of France out- 
lasted Marcelo Filippini of Uru- 
guay 6 2, 3 6. 6 3. 

Fourteen of the top 10 players 
in the world are competing in the 
tournament at the Grand Cham- 
pions Resort. Top seeded Jim 
Courier, ranked No. 1 In the 
world, faces David Wheaton in a 
second-round match. Wheaton 
advanced by beating qualifier 
Alex O’Brien 6-1, 7-5 Monday. 

Second-seeded Pete Sampras, 
fifth seeded Peter Korda of 
Czechoslovakia, sixth-seeded 
Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia, 
seventh-seeded Andre Agassi 
and eighth seeded Michael Stich 
of Germany all wait until 
Wednesday before making their 
tournament debuts in second- 
round matches. 

In other first-round matches 
Monday, Todd Martin defeated 
Wayne Black of Zimbabwe 7-6, 

6-0 Carl Uwe Steeb of Germany 
eliminated Tomas Carbone II of 
Spain 6-0, 3-6, 7-6; Jakod Hlasek 
of Switzerland outlasted Cedric 
Pioline of France 6-7, 7-6, 7-5; 
Ricfaney Reneberg topped Jordi 
Arrese of Spain 7-5, 7-5; Luis 
Mattar of Brazil beat Robbie 
Weiss 6-3, 6-4; Jaime Yzaga of 
Peru rallied to defeat Stefano 
Pescosolidao of Italy 5-7, 6-3, 6-1 ; 
Francisco Gavet of Spain overpo- 
wered Gabriel Markus of Argen- 
tina 6 3, 6-2: 

The tournament runs through 
Sunday. The singles champion 
will earn 5235,000 and the runner 
up will get $123,000. 


World Youth Soccer Championship 


Russians hit by extra jet lag; 
Americans confident 


SYDNEY (AP) — A revamped 
Russian team will have to con- 
tend with extra jet lag as it 
prepares for its opening 
Saturday against Cameroon in 
the World Youth Soccer Cham- 
pionship. 

The Russian squad was due to 
arrive in Australia Tuesday but 
missed a connecting flight in Sing- 
apore. The team will now fly into 
Sydney, en route to Canberra, 
Wednesday morning. 

Russia, one of Australia's 
Group A opponents in the 
tournament, will have just over 
72 hours to acclimatize and pre- 
pare for its first match against 
Cameroon in Australia's federal 
capital. 

Australia plays Russia at the 
Sydney Football Stadium next 
Monday. The host team will be 
keen to avenge defeat by the then 
Soviet Union in the playoff for 
third place at the last youth cham- 
pionship in Portugal in 1990. 

The delay could severely dis- 
advantage the Russians, who will 
be playing out of season in re- 
latively not .temperatures. . they 
will also be without Some of the 
players who helped them clinch a 
berth in the final 16. 

. The collapse of the Soviet Un- 
ion and the subsequent breakup 
of the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States (CIS) resulted in a 


number of star Ukrainian players 
having to withdraw from the 
squad to play in Australia. 

Russia is the only side still to 
arrive for the championship 
which gets under way Friday 
when Australia plays Colombia., at 
the Sydney Football 'Stadium. 

European champion Turkey 
was greeted by 600 members of 
Melbourne's Turkish community 
Tuesday, while the strong English 
side arrived on the same flight. 

England is at full strength for 
the tournament and will parade 
six players with Premier League 
experience. But coach David 
Burnside was cautious in asses- 
sing the side's chances. 

“I can’t understand why people 
consider us to be one of the 
favourites,” he said. 

Burnside said he feels the 
team’s lasck of experience play- 
ing as a unit will negate the 
radiance of a number of big 
name players such as Tottenham 
Hotspur midfielder Nick Bannby. 

England and Turkey are ex- 
pected to .fight out Group C, but 
United States coach Bobby Howe 
warned not to underestimate his 
ade s chances in the Melbourne 
Group. 

Soon after arriving Tuesday, 
Howe promised bis side would 
not be overawed by the Euro- 
peans. 


The former West Ham star said 
his team of underdogs has come 
to Australia with the aim of 
reaching die quarter finals. 

“If any team in the group 
thinks we're going to be pushov- 
ers, then they wiD have to think 
again," Howe said. “We’re very 
fit, extremely competitive, not 
tactically naive, and I think quite 
skillful. 

“We’ll surprise a few people, 
that’s our intention.” 

The other member of Group C. 
South Korea, also arrived in Mel- 
bourne Tuesday, confident of 
causing an upset. 

The talented Korean side 
gained valuable experience under 
Australian conditions in last 
month's international challenge 
and has been reinforced with a 
□umber of key players. 

Coach Sang In Park expects 
Brazil, rather than pool oppo- 
nents Turkey and England, to be 
the team to beat in the cham- 
pionship. 

Two of Brazil’s opponents', 
Mexico and Saudi Arabia, ar- 
rived in Adelaide Tuesday. They 
win join Norway in hying to 
upset the South Americans in 
Group D. 

Group B teams, playing in 
Brisbane, are Portugal, winner of 
the past two world youth cham- 
pionships, Uruguay, former 
champions Germany and Ghana. 


High-flying Milan confident, 
of European success 


. FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MARCH 3, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Dis- 
agreeing openly with others could 
take away from the harmony and 
the happiness you have been work- 
ing to establish within you immedi- 
ate family and social associates. 
Don’t make waves. 

i 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A* 
fixed cul-de-sac could occur be- 
tween you and an attachment early 
in the day bnt keep poised and 
later avoid the temptation to run 
off to new scenes. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can't get a recalcitrant outside 
associate to go along with your 
desires eariy to put off on til a 
better time, later your hunches do 
not serve you well. 

GBVONI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
find it difficult to work out a course 
of action whereby dudes are easily 
rightly done, afterwards yon have 
no better success with an indepen- 
dent partner. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Keep cheerful despite a 
moody atmosphere from loved 
ones upsetment and later steer 
dear of tedious tasks that put you 
in bad humor. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Rise 
above some trying conditions at 
your residence, let your family 
know you appreciate them while 
afterwards keep away from expen- 
sive pleasures. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A day when it will seem to be 


almost impossible to live what you 
actually believe in but keep doing 
your best and it won't be won’t be 
too bard for you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You feel a lack of the good 
things of life early but don’t push 
jyer for a greater abundance while 
later it is necessary to use extreme 
care in motion. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21)You want to let fly un- 
pleasantly in all directions but it 
would only boomerang on you so 
use self-control; then stick to a 
budget already decided upon. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A private anxiety 
can keep you mulling it over so you 
are non-productive so busy your- 
self otherwise, later don't expect 
friends to do your bidding. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A demanding ac- 
quaintance can really cause you 
problems if around now so slip 
away from such a person and later 
you find other issues to be solved. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Keep strictly out of the 
public eye early or criticism, de- 
served or not, will be trended 
towards you; then tonight avoid 
being a gregarius Aquarius. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Stay where you are and don’t 
go roaming off to new interests 
miring the morning hours while 
tonight you need to avoid j|fl| 
public limelight with cagjness. 


LONDON (R) — Italian high 
fliers AC Milan clash with Portu- 
guese leaders Porto in the Euro- 
pean Cup Wednesday, following 
a perfect preparation match at 
the weekend. 

Milan beat Sampdoria 4-0 Sun- 
day,. with two goals from French 
striker Jean-Pierre Papin and the 
sort of confidence that has taken 
them to 56 league matches with- 
out defeat and 10 points clear at 
the top of the first division. 

“I saw a very good Milan, 
taking into account that we were 
playing a well-organised' team...** ' 
their 'coach Fabio Capello said. 

For the Potto match in Group 
B of the semifinal league stage, 
Capello may be without Dutch- 
man Frank Rijkaard. who suf- 
fered an ankle injury and was 
substituted in the second half of 
Sunday’s game. 

If Rijkaard drops out, his place 
will be taken by Croat Zvonimir 
Boban, while Dutchman Ruud 
Gullit and Papin are the other 
expected selections among the 
Milan foreigners. 

Porto also scored a comfort- 
able win Saturday, 3-0 against 
SaJgueiros, but are bottom of 
Group B standings with one point 
from two games against Milan's 
four. Portuguese newspapers, fol- 
lowing Milan's progress, wanted 


Porto Monday they were up 
against the best in Europe. 

The other Group B dash sees 
PSV Eindhoven of the Nether- 
lands at home to Sweden’s IFK 
Gothenburg. 

PSV dropped a point this 
weekend with a 2-2 draw 
against lowly FC Den Bosch 
and also lost goalkeeper Hans 
Van Breukelen, sent off in the 
second half with two bookings 
Van Breukelen had only just 
returned to the side after three 
weeks out with a hand injury. 

PSV, who have been dogged by 
injury in the past few weeks, are 
looking fitter, with midfielder 
Erwin Koeman back • on the 
bench and probably ready to play 
Wednesday. Only striker Juul 
Ellerman is out after a knee 
operation last Wednesday. 

In Group A, CSKA Moscow 
go to Berlin to meet Milan’s chief 
challengers Marseille, losing 1991 
finalists and hoping to become 
the first French side to lift the 
trophy. 

With three points from the two 
games played, Marseille lead the 
standings ahead of Glasgow Ran- 
gers on goal difference. Rangers 
are away to Belgium’s Chib Brug- 
ge Wednesday. 

Brugge escaped an embarras- 
sing borne defeat by bottom- 



THE BETTER HALF. 



Tm trying to change you back into 
the man I married.” 


H a n s Van Breukelen 


ranked Lommel in the Belgian 
competition. 

Brugge were trailing 3-1 after 
an hour but equalised from the 
penalty spot only seven minutes 
from time. 

Brugge have a host of prob- 
lems. Defender Pascal Plovie, 
Hungarian Libera fjwvin Dhoti 
and Australian Defender Paul 
Okon are all unavailable for the 
clash with injuries, while striker 
btephan Van der Heydea, who 
converted the spot kick Saturday, 
is suspended. J 


goren bridge 


WJH OMAR SHARIF 
* TANK AH HtnSCH 

•O'.-.* I'M* VM«r unreal IX 


ON THE CUTTING ROOM FLOOR 


North-Smith vulnerable. North 
dm is. 

NORTH 

♦ A 7 6 

A 10 6 5 
K Q 8 5 3 

♦ 6 

WEST EAST 

♦ Iff 9 8 4 4QJ32 

; 7 7 J » 3 2 

■ A 9 7 v 6 

♦ K 10 9 3 2 ♦ A J 8 7 

SOUTH 

* K 5 

• K Q 8 4 
- J 10 4 2 

♦ QB 4 
The bidding: 

North East South . svt 

1 Pass l T Pam 

2 • Pass 3 :• Pass 

4 Pass Pass P«n 

OpcnLiR lead: Tea of * 

Dear Tannah: 

Wp artfirn have an advantage go- 
ifitf t»— the director makes sure 

our worst work enda up on the cut- 
ting rrnim finer I am sure that's 
where South wnuld have liked to 
consign this hand. 

Since responder wasn't sure that 
the queen cf chibs was working or 
that North had four hearts. South 
elected to invite gamp by bidding 


three diamonds. Obviously, North 
needed no fu.iher urging. 

West led a spade, taken in the 

dosed hand with the king. Since the 
game was cold with a reasonable 
trump break, declarer started on 
hearts. When the king and ace re- 
vested the unlucky break, declarer 
could not afford to draw a third 
round before knocking out the ace of 
diamonds. Unfortunately. West won 
the first di amo nd lead and gave g—* 
a ruff. East underied the ace of 
clubs, and West had the entry to 
give East a second diamond ruff- 
down one. 

Actually, declarer could hove 
made the hand by doing mw» cut- 
ting— of communications, that i*. 
After discovering the 4-1 trump 
split, declarer should have led a chib 
from dummy. East cannot rise with 
the ace and return a tramp. West, 
when in with the ace of diswimn^. 
will be unable to lead another dub. 
Declarer can win any other return (a 
dub would bt ruffed) and force out 
the ace of dia m onds. With no entry 
back to the West hand, the defend- 
ers can get at moat one ruff and 
declarer is home. 

As ever, 
Omar 



+FMER?Vt* 

• NOT GOING - 
TO HOVE MUCH 
OFANKSWT, 
ON THIS-.' 



ins AN INSULT 
— COULDN'T ■ 
VOU/WAKE • , 

■TA7BVM55? 



r«v. 


HEAVEN FORBID 
— I WOULDN'T - 
WANTTO INSULT 
VOU TWICE 


BID) 

M 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME" - 
» by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
fcaff ordinary words. 


SAYGS 

H 


NACAL 

TT 


E 

MM 

;i 


■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

mm 


COABEN 

rr 



HOW THAT SHREWI7 

PARROT AC7EP. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
torm the surprise answer, os sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

Print answer hem: LjL I 1 1 1 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PANIC SHYLY SYSTevi FINITE 
Answer The sort ol backing that's essential forgetting a 
man through fite— HIS SPINE 


here's the world famous 

HOCKEY PLAYER ON HIS 
WAY TO THE GAME.. 

" c er 



UNPER THE NEW RULES 
IF YOU START A FIGHT] YOU 
ARE AUTOMATICALLY EJECTED 
. FROM THE GAME... ■ 



(SO l MIGHT A5 WELL' 

V^OHOME nquL 


Mutton* Jeff 



I THE Daily Crossword t, c . F . Mrav 


ACROSS 
1 Members of 

households 
5 Author of "The 
Plague" 

10 Pan of am. 

T4 Above 
15 In a stated 
wonder 
iBThwert 

17 Lika morning 
grass 

18 Spaghetti 

19 Poster 

20 Ms. Landers 

21 Main points 
23 Join forces 

25 Tied 

26 Mean 
2 a Garbo 

30 Travels 

31 Outward 
appearance 

32 — Harbour. Fla. 

35 Pitcher 
Hershlser 

36 Has patience 

37 Farm storage 

38 Each . 

I “ — in the 

Haad" 

40 Aquatic mammal 

41 Inscribed stone 

42 Packed tor 
shipping 

43 Assert 

45 Macbeth, eg. 

48 Navy man 

49 Cover 

52 Eariy Ron 
Howard role 

53 Nigerian City 

54 Dissolve 

55 Race distance 

56 Pun away to 
wed 

57 Med sett. sufcti. 

58 Make the grade 

59 Prevent from 
acting 

BO Best or Ferber 

DOWN 
1 Artistic 
movement 
o'clock 
scholar” 



3 Austral* 

4 Agent 

5 Truman 

6 Marble 

7 TaH spar 

8 Scheming 
9LH« some 

hosiery 

10 Continent 

11 Nary e soid 

12 Like some roots 

13 Annexes 

21 Small pieces 

22 Behind tuna 
24 Christmas song 

26 Lozenge 

27 Hibernia 

23 Cunning 

29 Cer emo nial act 

31 Br. lockup 

32 Painful 
conclusion 

33 Nautical word 

3* Peer 

36 Enticed 

37 Laurel 
39 — girl! 


Bonn nnnn 

asa 

° an nnn n 5-n. I3nnnn 

Hun RuH nrinn 

nnogn nnanrno 
nnintifTTinfrin BnRnnR 

□onn onnci fennoo 
HriSP! nnnnn 




40 Spoken 

41 Detiil wear 

42 Kind of drink 

43 Earth lone 

44 Shadows 

45 Figure o* 
speech 


46 Caper 

47 Masculine 

43 plenty oU" 

53 Suck herpine 
51 Singer 

James 

54 West cr Murray 


4 















Syrian painter carves a niche in local art scene 




Off and mixed! media on canvas by the Syrian 
artist AH Hussein current ly on display at the 
Baladna Canary 


HnH 


By Stephanie Gankin 
and Curt Ryan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Carving a niche 
For Syrian artists in the Am- 
man art scene , the Baladna 
Gallery is currently featuring 
the work of AM Hussein , as 
the latest in a series of exhibi- 
tions. 

A native of Aleppo, Mr. 
Hussein has been exhibiting 
bis abstract art throughout 
Syria since 1983. Unlike the 
majority of artists exhibiting 
in the Amman gallery circuit, 
be has not received formal 
training at an art institute. 

Instead , bis artistic education 
has been privately acquired. 
In addition to his experience 
as an painter. Mi. Hussein is 
also an illustrator of chil- 
dren’s stories. Yet it is his 
collection of oil paintings that 
is currently on display at the 
gallery. 

Mr. Hussein’s abstract 
style is consistent throughout 
the exhibition. However, bis 
focus on a variation of 
themes lends diversity to the 
collection. 

Relying mainly on the use 
of oil on canvas, much of the 


artist's work experiments 
with various brush techniques 
and the introduction of addi- 
tional media. 

All feature liberal use of 
paint , layered on the surface 
of the canvas. Jhe manner in 
which Mr. Hussein applies 
paint is reminiscent of a stuc- 
co surface. 

In some works, this is com- 
plemented by a dry wash of 
pure white paint , yielding a 
speckled effect that gives a 
frosty quality to the image. In 
.another set of paintings, 
strips of canvas and other 
material are added to the 
surface to produce a very 
literal three dimensional and 
textured quality. 


ART REVIEW 


These techniques are ap- 
plied throughout Mr. Hus- 
sein’s four predominant 
themes. His eye-catching 
landscapes, cubist-influenced 
buildings , speckled flowers in 
vases , and dreamy portraits 
of an individual woman, 
together make up the artist’s 
abstract collection. 

It is the trio of striking 
landscapes, however, that 
immediately captures the 


visitor’s attention upon arriv- 
al to the gallery. The three 
play upon the illusions that 
can be created through stucco 
techniques. . 

The first, a forest scene, m 
portrays the break of day * 
bursting through a gap in the 
thick of the treetops. Under- 
scoring the living quality of 
fauna: the artist’s stucco style 
produces a series of indi- 
vidual veins of texture and 
colour, which merge together 
to form each tree. 

In the next landscape, Mr. 
Hussein incorporates paper 
macbe layers snaking and 
curving in the foreground to 
emphasize the r ugg ed quality 
of a hillside. The thickness of 
the paint and the additional 
media make this work 
amongst the most three- 
dimensional in the collection. 

The last landscape in the 
series draws on the vein-like 
images in the trees, grass, 
and stones. However, by ton- 
ing down the severity of the 
stucco technique, the moun- 
tains and sky looming in the 
background appear to be 
more gentle than the more 
dramatic elements which 
dominate the painting. 

Tucked away in the comer 
of the gallery is perhaps Mr. 


Hussein’s most simple — yet 
most impressive — work. 
Painting only the sea and the 
sky, the artist uses painted 
canvas on canvas which subt- 
ly creates the effect of gentle 
and realistic waves. One feels 
the serenity of a calm sea at 
night, illuminated by a sole 
fleck of light emanating from 
a sliver of the moon banging 
off-centre in the sky. 

While the landscapes are 
the most captivating works, 
there is also a considerable 
number of portraits sprinkled 
through out the collection. 
The same woman is featured 
in ali the portraits, and is 
painted with a tenderness 
which leaves the viewer 
wondering if there is a story 
behind this series. 

When pressed to share the 
story of these paintings the 
artist explained that they 
were simply portraits. Mo- 
ments later, however, Mr 
Hussein smiled, admitting 
that this woman is in fact 
soon to be his wife. 

In observance of Rama- 
dan, the Baladna Gallery will 
be open to visitors from 12 
p.m. to 4 p.m and will reopen 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. The 
exhibition will remain open 
to the public until March 15. 



Egypt’s earthquake victims still waiting for help 

. . 



By Katia Sabet 

EL AYYAT, Egypt — In this small 
-• town , 60 kilometres of Cairo, one 
"might expect to see stone-masons 
■ busy - at work, scaffolding being 
* erected and building sites spring- 
ing up everywhere. For El Ayyat 
' 'was heavily damaged by the earth- 
quake of Oct. 12, which killed 552 
people in Egypt nationwide, in- 
jured almost 10,000 and left more 
than 5,000 families homeless. This 
town was one of the closest to the 
epicenter of the quake and, on a 
per capita scale, it suffered the 
worst damage anywnere in Egypt 


* • Yer there is little to suggest 
that emergency work is being 
done to help the poor, always 
the first victims. Behind the 
.v/all which separates the 
town’s youth club from the 
main road, stand rows of 
orange rents, with lines of 
washing strung between them 
to dry in the wind. Children 
pfay near their canvas homes 
While women attempt to do 
their washing in aluminum 
basins on the ground. Their 
menfolk stand around glum- 
ly, at a loss for what to do. 

AM around them are the 
remains of their former 
tomes, some of them in 
fdins, others evacuated be- 
6qiise they are in danger of 


collapsing. Further away is a 
cluster of a hundred or so 
more tents, smaller and even 
more basic and tattered than 
the others. Here, there is no 
electricity and Uttle in the 
way of cooking facilities. Hu- 
man waste is left exposed to 
the open air and there are 
just two or three taps for 
drin king wa ter. 4 4 What *s 
going on in El Ayyat? ex- 
claims Salah Zaki Mous- 
tapha, a 50-year-old former 
railwayman who took early 
retirement because of a 
coronary condition. "We’ve 
been here, sitting on the bare 
ground since Oct. 12, that’s 
what is going on. There are 
more than 500 families living 


Mke this." Salah and others 
Mke him claim that almost 
nothing has been done to 
alleviate the plight of the 
earthquake victims , in spite 
of copious promises made by 
the authorities. 

. "No-one has intervened to 
help us. We’ve had to make 
do by ourselves, ” says Salah. 
"These ‘full meals’ they keep 
talking about on television 
are just a lot of eyewash. 
None of us has ever bad so 
much as a sniff of anything to 
eat , except for what we can 
scavenge. We’ve been forbid- 
den to light stoves in the tents 
and we don’t know bow to 
bathe our children. They’re 
dirty and some of them have 
scabies. We’ve all been hit by 
chronic diarrhea and as for 
the toilets. I’ll show them to • 
you if you have the stomach 
for it." 

In his hand Salah holds a 
tattered length of cotton. 
Closer inspection reveals it to 
be an old army blanket, worn 
to shreds and dyed black. 
"Look at the blankets they 
have given us," he says. 
"Where are the blankets that 
we’re supposed to have been 
sent from abroad?" A smal- 
ler. more timid man interjects: 
"Every morning I wake up 
with my face all dirty from 
the dye which has come off 
the. blanket." A woman 
approaches and points to a 
foam mattress no more than 4 
cm thick. 44 Look at the mat- 
tresses we’re sleeping on," 
she says. "In order to have 



devastated town of El 
families left homeless after 
thquake in October are stall 


Uvtng in tents without cooking 
facilities, elec t ric it y and proper 
sanitation. 



Only two or three water taps are available 
for hundreds of homeless in El Ayyat, and 
there are little pr ospects that life wttt ha- 


th is, plus two threadbare 
blankets and the tent that is 
now our home we were 
forced to sign a receipt for 
1500 (Egyptian) pounds 
($452). It takes my husband 
10 months to earn that 
much. " 

■ All the occupants of this 
hastily erected refugee camp 
are -angry that so little has 
been done to rehouse them 
or start work on their homes 
in the months that have pas- 
sed since the earthquake. But 
for 24 families it is an espe- 
cially bitter pill to swallow. 
These people were joint own- 
ers of a six-story apartment 
block called El Gharib and 
built by the city council 10 
years ago. They each put 
down a lump sum and were 
paying off the rest in monthly 
installments. Now it appears 
the apartment block may not 
have been built according to 
construction codes. Today, 
the block lies empty. The 
reinforced concrete pillars 
which support much of its 
weight have given way at the 
base and they crumble at the 
touch. 

“All we are asking is that 
someone who is honest com- 
es to see what is happening in 
El Ayyat" says one of a 
group women living in the 
tents. "We arc cold. We’re 
having to pay for everything 
we need. An old man who 
developed a kidney infection 
as a result of the poor health 
conditions here had to spend 
his savings — 450 Egyptians 
pounds — on hospital treat- 
ment. " One child has already 
died of exposure in this 
makeshift camp . where the 
nights can be bitterly cold. 
The refugees who live here 
say they are appalled that 
they are being forced to pay 
for medical care, most of it 
made necessary by their liv- 
ing conditions. "At the hos- 
pital, we have fo bay a 
‘ticket’ in order to be ex- 
amined, and that costs a 
pound," says Adel Hafez, a 
worker. "Then we have to 
buy the drugs they prescribe 
for us from the private sector 
pharmacies. How on earth 
are we supposed to pay for 
them?" 

"What happened to the 
millions in aid sent from 
overseas ?” shouts someone 
else. "If our bouses are fall- 
ing down , if we bny shoddily 
constructed apartment build- 
ings from the government , 
it’s because we’re poor. Here 
there are no factories and no 
prospects says Salah: 
"They should set op training 
centres and apprenticeships, 
turn our young people into 
specialists and export them 
abroad. Our youth is our 
fortune. We mustn’t let them 


prove 

rot here, with no work and no 
future. And don’t tell me that 
this is a separate issue be- 
cause if we were rich and had 
work, we wouldn’t be sleep- 
ing in these tents now. Our 
main problem is the fact that 
we are poor. ’’ 

Everyone in the camp criti- 
cises the bead of the city 
council, Ahmad Noureddin, 
who, in turns, defends, the 
way the council has dealt with 
the disaster. "We are among 
the worst hit towns. The 
number of buildings damaged 
in this region is put at 23,000 , 
more than in all three of the 
other regions pur together . 
It’s going to take time to 
tackle the situation, ” be says. 
"Here, 170 bouses have col- 
lapsed but most of the people 
whose houses have suffered 
less serious damage have 
already been able to return 
home. In the rural areas, 
we’ve spent 4 million pounds 
so far ($1.2 milUon). But it is 
true that for the town of El 
Ayyat itself, the government 
is still in the process of decid- 
ing what steps to take. ” 

El Ayyat’s chief citizen 
says surveyors have already 
inspected the damage and 
submitted reports. A half- 
million pound deal will soon 
be signed between the coun- 
cil and a construction com- 


pany to repair the damaged 
buildings, he says. "The re- 
pair works will begin in a 
week and will be finished 
within a month,’’ predicts 
Noureddin. ""As for the El 
Gharib apaitment block, h 
has still to be decided 
whether to repair it or to 
demolish it. Naturally, if it is 
demolished the owners will 
each be given an apaitment. 
Not here in El Ayyat — there 
is nothing available. It will be 
in some other town, in El Saff 
or elsewhere." 

Noureddin 's words do little 
to comfort the refugees. They 
are skeptical that the work on 
their homes will go ahead 
fast, and fearful of being sent 
to live in other towns far from 
their roots and their families. 
As winter sets in, Salah, for 
one, is conviced that life 
under canvas is something he 
and his family are going to 
have to get used to. Salah is a 
former soldier. He served in- 
the army from 1964 to 1973, 
during the difficult year , s of 
war between Egypt and 
Israel. "And here I am now," 
he says bitterly. “Sitting on 
the bare ground, Mving with 
my children in a tent. And 
the worst thing is, we don’t 
have the slightest hope of 
getting out of here." — 
World News Link. 
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International Law and the Administration of Occupied 
Territories: two decades of Israeli occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 

Edited by Emma Playfair 
Clarendon Press, Oxford 1992, £55 

This large , important and expensive work has its origins in 
an international conference in 1987 about the response of 
Israel’s legal system to the challenge of the occupied 
territories. The importance of the story the 1 7 contributors 
have to tell survives this delay. It is a tale of intellectual 
corruption. j 

The first six chapters discuss the framework of interna r 
tional law within which an occupying power is obliged to l 
operate. Central to this are the 1907 Hague Convention 
and the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949. The Hague 
Convention speaks in genera/ioes, rbe Fourth Geneva 
Convention is highly specific. Both, however, deny the 
occupier the right to exploit the occupied, whether by 
imposing new taxes, by dispossession or by the transfer or 
settlement of residents; and both permit an occupying ’ , 
power to take those steps necessary to safeguard the 
security of its occupying forces. i 

Since Israel has in fact raised new raxes, expropriated i 
land, deported Palestinians and created Israeli settlements 1 
— all of them beyond its legal competence as an occupying 
power — its independent judiciary has had to perform two 
separate operations in order to transform unlawful activity ' 
into something Israeli courts can view as legal. The most 
interesting sections of this book discuss these manipula- 
tions. The courts began by diminishing the ambit of 
international law applicable to the territories. Thus they 
have, for example, refused to accept that the Fourth 
Geneva Convention applies to the territories, by reading 
the Convention to mean that it applies only to sovereign 
territory. Since Egypt and Jordan do not claim '‘sovereign- 
ty’’ over the Gaza Strip and West Bank. Israel's courts have 
ruled that Israel is not bound by treaty to apply the 
Convention. Unfortunately for this argument, the Conven- 
tion states that it applies to all territory occupied during 
war. and Israel also refused to apply it to Sinai or the Golan 
Heights, where Egypt and Syna never refrained from 
asserting their sovereignty. 

This is not the only example of Israel’s special pleading. 

The country’s judges could have ruled that, regardless of 
who enjoyed sovereignty over the occupied territories, the 
Geneva Convention was automatically applicable, on- the 
basis that it does little more than particularise long 
established principles of international law, and as such 
forms part of customary international law. Customary 
international law is ipso facto part of the internal law of 
every, country. In- the eyes of Israel’s judges , however, the 
Geneya^Gjpventiqn is no-more than. a. treaty obligation 
made between contracting States. Thai means that until 
Israel legislates to incorporate the treaty into domestic law. 
the courts will refuse to recognise it. 

Having thus reduced the amount of international law 
they would recognise, Israel’s judges then began to twist 
what tittle they might apply to favour the settlers and their 
state. Emma Playfair itemises this process. For example: 

The Hague Convention states that the occupier must 
respect "unless absolutely prevented, the laws in force in 
the country’’. In 1981 , at a time when over 854 military 
o/ders bad been issued changing laws previously in force , 
the Israeli Supreme Court ruled that , " actually , ‘ the 
prevention’ mentioned at the end of Article 43 is not 
absolute at all ...The question is one of the preferable and 
convenient means..." 

The court had further occasion to twist language when it 
needed to legalise civilian settlements. An occupying 
power, acting to ensure the security of its own forces, may 
take temporary control of other people’s property. But this 
is only lawful so long as the reason for expropriation really 
is one of security. In Israel, however, the courts have 
stretched the concept of security far beyond its meaning to 
embrace anything that makes “if easier for the army to 
cany out its task". Perhaps most shocking of all has been 
the decision of Israel's courts to redefine the local 
population whose interests an occupier must serve to 
include Israeli settlers. 

The next section of the book focuses on Israel’s 
administration of the occupied territories. Antonio Cassese 
describes the duties and powers an occupier has over land 
and natural resources, and in the next chapter we learn 
from Ibrahim Matar what this particular occupying power 
has done to deprive Palestinians of their water. Other { 
topics covered are trade unions rights discussed by John ' 
Quigley and Joost Hiltermann; taxation, financial adminis- 1 
tration and economic policies analysed by Gerhard von \ 
Glahn. Hisbam Jabr and Hisham Awartani, and the , 
administration of occupied territories examined by Christ- . \ 
opher Greenwood and Mona Rishmawi. ; c 

The standard of the papers in this important book is ; > 

uniformly high. It is accessible to the lay reader and ' ! 

deserves to be read widely. However , before a cheaper 
paperback edition is issued, the editor, who deserves ’ 1 
commendation for an immaculate production , should • 
update the collection with a review of the main decisions of 
the Israeli High Court over the last five years — Middle 
East International. ; ‘ 

Peter Parker 

V J ‘ 




THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 



Govern a great nation as you would cook a small fish — ’ ,| 

don’t overdo it — Confucius, Chinese philosopher <555 ■ i 

B.C.-479 B.C.). . ! 

Death is a very dull, dreary affair, and my advice to you is * 
to have nothing whatever to do with it — W. Somerset \ 
Maugham f English miter (1874-1965). \ 

That man is richest whose pleasures are the cheapest 

Henry David Tboreau, American writer ( 1817-1862 ). 

'Tis the mind that makes the body rich — William 
Shakespeare, English playwright (1564-1616). 
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Hazardous to your health ? 




By Jfean-Ciaude Elias 

Personal computing has become a household topic discus- 
sed in most publications, ranging from children-oriented 
magazines to business reports. One of the hottest subjects 
that has got users of PCs — personal computers — 
concerned is the alleged negative effect of computer games. 
These games have been accused of being hazardous to the 
health of all those who have become addicted to them, 
most particularly children. 

A British daily recently asserted that excessive practice 
of computer games puts such an amount of stress on a 
young ” player " that it can lead him or her to epilepsy. At 
best it can cause dizziness, stomach pain and migraine. 
None of these claims so far have been technically proven 
or confirmed by any official medical source. In last week's 
issue of the French monthly Paris- Match, a well-known 
neurologist said fhaf these exaggerations are ridiculous and 
not justified. 

Last year, the media was talking about the health hazard 
that comparer monitors put on pregnant women. A study 
showed a direct link between the number of abortions and 
the number of hours that pregnant computer operators 
spent before the small screen. Both the psychosomatic and 
the physical aspects were considered. It was decided that 
the first was negligible while the radiation (not radioactive) 
emitted by the tube — cathode ray tube (CRT) — of the 
monitor and the electric field generated around it was 
found guilty. Manufacturers responded with a new type of 
“ low-emission " monitor. Itts level of radiation is so low 
that it can be considered as negligible. Now most north 
European countries. Scandinavia in particular, forbid the 
use. manufacturing and import of any monitor that is not of 
the “ low-emission " type. Such a computer screen is three 
to four times more expensive than the regular one. 

Whether physical or not. causing a simple headache or 
more, it is widely agreed that extended hours of computing 
do put some kind of stress on the user. Itt shouldn 't come 
as a surprise and it doesn 't take a specialised physician to 
tell you that six hours in a row in a chair, staring at the PC 
monitor and typing difficult commands on the keyboard is 
not as healthy as a nice walk in the mountains in spring. We 



already know what long hours of TV watching can do. 
Typists know where their stiff neck comes from. Taxi 
drivers sitting all day long in their cab know the damage 
done to their back. Computing is a little of ail these plus the 
mental difficulty involved in communicating with a soph- 
isticated machine. 

Suppose you have a one-page letter to write to your 
friend and try to imagine which scenario would be more 
relaxing and pleasant. In the Grst one. you take the pen you 
always carry in your shirt-pocket, a writing pad and sit at 
your desk facing the window to start writing. In the second 
scenario, you switch on the. computer, start the word 
processing programme, try to remember the command that 
lets you open a new page, then you make some typing 
mistakes, look for the " spelling check " command , the 
“save" command, struggle with the printer in the “ paper 
jam " position, and then decide that it is easier to call your . 
friend on the phone. 

Naturally, professionals and experienced PC users find it 
easier to use the machines for they are past the sometimes 
stressful learning stage. It is also known and agreed, as 
often discussed in this very column, that there are tasks that 
are impossible to perform without computers. Computer 
games on the other end, if practiced for hours, do certainly 
put a lot of stress on the mind — and the nerves — of the 
young who feel they are challenging some kind of robots 
and have to be up to it. PC users will enter their maturity 
age when they are able to organise their work on the 
computer and make it efficient, easy and comfortable. 
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An old Usher man is attacked 
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to sea in his little boat. 
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Mary failed hr combine be- 
tween her housework, her 
: nork as a dental receptionist 
[and her poetry classes at 
1 night. This is where Billy 
i mics in to lend her a helping 
! hand. 


v:10 F..N.C. 


E.N.C. on Friday at 9:10 


y-. Tne news team at Channel 10 
tracks down two re/wfs. con- 
tVccrning a dog i/iicl' who sells 
Mu them ro one of the laborator- 

ics and a gangster who comes 

back home with his evil deeds 

after being expelled from 

I abroad. 


month business trip leaving 
his wife behind. A female 
assistant is appointed and a 
kind of intimacy begins ro 
dev clop, gradually leading ro 
a love ston ■ from one side. 


and time again in order to get 
a new driver's license. 


9:10 Dirtwater Dynasty 



9:10 Marlin Bay 


^ 10:00 .Yen.v In English 


Sunday, March 7 


8:30 Who's The Boss 


While hunting deer in a heli- 
copter Steve and his friend 
are shot at by the native 
residents of the area, forcing 
them to have an emergency 
landing 


Amy manages to regain her 
father's land from Richard. 
And Nancy finds her long 
gone husband who has de- 
serted her. 


10:00 News In English 
10:20 “ Big Man" 


10:20 Columbo 


Columbo inwsrigaics the 
f crimes committed a deputy 
don police chief and .his neigh- 


bour. 


Funny situations occur when 
Mrs. Rossini pays the family 
u ' ivV and at the same time 
Mona invites a friend of hers 
to dinner. 


10:00 News In English 
10:20 Jordan Weekly 
10:40 Vietnam 


Jack Climenti investigates 
another forgery of rare 
ancient ruins made by a gang 
in Italy 


-Saturday, March 6 
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9: 1 0 Documentary 
Equinox 


t .8:30 America's Funniest 
'■ Home Videos 


9:00 Perspective 


9:30 Science Workshop 


This is an episode about the 
technological development in 
the making of space suits to 
accomodate the requirements 
of being inside a space shuttle 
or for walking on the moon. 


The minister, along with his 
wife and daughter, escape to 
Sidney where demonstrations 
against the Vietnam War are 
taking place. And under the 
supervision of American in- 
telligence, the minister's son 
volunteers to cany out a mis- 
sion against the Viet Kong. 


Wednesday, March lO 


8:30 Saved By The Bell 


Jessie feels great jealousy 
when Slater's old girlfriend 
joins Bayside School, but she 
leaves the decision to Slater 
to choose between them. 
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This documentary episode 
deals iv it// the evolution of 
the very fast train industry in 
Germany, and the overcom- 
ing of si ntr.d and atm< isphcric 
nroHcn: s. 


10:00 News In English 


Bestseller — An American 
Love 


Tuesday, March 9 

8L30 Perfect Strangers 


9:00 Spotlight 


Parr Two 


10:00 .Yews In English 


10:20 Bestseller — An Amer- 
ican Love 


An Italian professor goes to 
i tc £ ’/i/fed States on j /hree- 


Monday, March 8 

8:30 Step By Step 


Fr ink fails in his tests time 


As always, Larry and Balky 
have contradicting opinions 
and ideas. This time Balky 
and Mary- Anne decide to get 
married according to his own 
traditions in Mepos, but Lar- 
ry tries to convince him to 
have the old traditional way 
of marriage in church. 


9tiN) Documentary — After 
Us The Deluge 


This episode talks about the 
dangerous amount of pollu- 
tion in big crowded dries like 
Cairo. Moscow and Rio. 


10:00 News In English 
10:20 Noble House 


A cry in the dark 




By E. Yaghi 

When the windows of the soul are dosed, there are so 
many sights that escape the eyes of the would-be-beholder, 
such as the body of the sky tom by the scarlet rays of the 
setting sun. a morning orchid washed with the dew of 
midnight, the wings of eagles bearing the blue of day with 
flight, a furry soft rabbit, the smile of a little baby, the Grst 
leaves as they burst forth on trees in spring, or the 
reflection of the self in an oft-visited mirror. There is no 
way for one who has lost his or her sight to be able to read 
expressions on others' faces; are they angry, sad, excited, 
happy? Our eyes tell us so much about the world around us. 
and yet , they are one of the countless blessings we tend to 
take for granted. 

Nour was bom on Nov. 20, 1970. She lost her sight in an 
accident when she was just an infant and now recollects, “I 
don ’t remember seeing. I have no dear images of anything 
and when I want to visualise people, 1 draw them in my 
imagination. ’’ 

Her father didn't believe in having a huge family, rather 
he wanted to be able to provide a smaller number of 
children with a superior education. When Nour was rive 
years old, she went to a private school in the Gulf. Since 
there was no spedal school for the handicapped, she 
attended a kind of institution where the best teachers in the 
country were employed. They were either educated in 
America or Egypt and all had their PhDs. The handicapped 
children were of many different nationatitiec and because 
the number of physically disabled in the Gulf was not 
many , there was no problem in according them an 
education. Hour learned Braille in English and the Taylor 
method in mathematics. The curriculum was not geared for 
disabled students in the sense of their being handicapped, 
but for ordinary pupils who must learn the same subjects 
taught at any quality institution. Nour therefore, learned 
sciences and attended lab classes and studied the human 
body. She knows the shape of the kidneys, glands , lungs, 
etc.' She graduated from high school and got her GCE and 
also sat for the'Tawjihi test. In Kuwait, because all her 
teachers had their doctorates, they spent more time on 
their pupils than instructors in any other school. Sometimes 
there were only two students in a class. One time there was 
only one and that was Nour. The budget of the school 
allowed the fees to cover the least amount of students in a 
classroom. Nour graduated as one of the top ten students in 
Kuwait. 

About those dose to her. she comments: "My family 
treats me equally as any other member and my friends are 
religious and suite me in morals. Not one of them has ever 
been disloyal to me or betrayed me!" 

Perhaps this can be attributed to Nour’s magnetic smile 
and her winning personality. Her friends are devoted to her 
and there seems to be a spedal link of love between her and 
them. In every lecture she can be seen sitting and listening 
to her professor with a charming smile on her face. Her 
innocence and purity is stimulating and her determination 
an inspiration to those gifted with sight. Nour’s family 
considers her a genius and of course, cherish her dearly. 

However. Nour says: "When / was in Britain and 
America for treatment, I was optimistic. I didn't worry 
about being blind. I had ajjroper education and was taught 
how to manage my life and even how to take care of a 
husband and children as well as myself. But here in Jordan, 
those who don't know me wonder why I dress well and how 
can 1 choose my own colours and attend to myself. I got my 
education because my father insisted that I have the best. 
He used to bring private teachers to make up for anything 
be felt I was misting. But, the whole point is, that here in 
this country, if there was no money to provide for me, then 
I as a blind person wouldn't have had the same opportuni- 
ties that I did. The advantages my father provided me with 
should have been available to me and all blind children 


regardless of the Bntmdal state of our parents." 

Nour is now a student in the last semester of her sen 
year at a university in Jordan. But not one professor ask 
bow they could help this girl! Her standard ts equa 
everyone else and her grades are excellent, neverthek 
she does need a little extra attention now and then. 
America a professor of mine used to read for me or t 
someone else Yromdass to read," says Nour. He told / 
that no student should have to pay extra money for 
education as'-a handicapped person. He also insisted tht 
have to know how to manage my own life and tha 
shouldn't depend on a servant. He had conGdence in i 
that I could be tike anybody else. / even received a diploi 
in how to take care of myself, how to walk and avt 
barriers. But now I am lost and depressed and feel tha 
have suppressed those senses that I had learned to de velc 
I feel that people stare at me because of my disability a 
no one thinks of me as an individual , but rather somethi 
strange dr a doll and not a product of myself. They a 
think that because of my father's money, I don’t have 
worry about the future or the necessity of being indept 
dent. _ . 

But wait a minute! 1 he most important factor is rrussi 
here! Nour may have a handicap but she can still be ve 
productive and should not be thought of as an item to 
hidden in a comer, felt sorry for, neglected or ignored. S 
goes on to say: "My attitude changed when I came back 
Jordan because of how people reacted to me. I am n 
treated by the majority as a human being. I used to be ve 
nice, sensitive and optimistic, but now I get eas. 
depressed, sometimes totally so. I intend to get r. 
Bachelor’s degree in English Literature, then my M.A. aj 
after that a PhD. So then what? I can't even trust t 
people who come to ask for my band in marriage. I a 
obsessed with the fact that if someone marries me, then j 
will become imprisoned by my darkness!" 

People tike Nour must be viewed by society not 
objects to be pitied, for no one with any integrity enjo 
wallowing in such misery. "I don't want anyone to ft 
sorry for me, but to understand me". Nour states. “ I dor 
want people to avoid upsetting me, for then I really g 
upset." 

Are there facilities for the physically disabled in Jord 
man public schools and universities and are professors a r 
personnel taught how to deal with handicapped student 
The answer is unfortunately, no. There are no facilities at 
in Nour's opinion , “the professors come to exams having 
mind their normal students, but they don't considi 
students such as me. I need a tittle extra time for an exa. 
because of my situation. One professor even refused i 
have me in his class because he couldn't be bothered wii 
me! No one went out of bis way to teach me my needs as 
handicapped person." 


Our society needs to reevaluate how we perceive tt 
handicapped. Such people must be integrated into the 
communities when they Grst begin school so they will leai 
how to cope with their environment and become produt 
tive members of the general public. We cannot ignore 
handicapped person as if be or she does not exist. We mu: 


go out of our way to help make their lives worthwhile an 
so enhance our own. After. all. aren’t we all \aun brother 


and sister’s keeper and members of the same human race 
Some of us are more fortunate than others in one way o 
another , but the more fortunate should dedicate part c 
their lives, income or time to the less fortunate, helping t 
make our country and world a better place in which to tive 
Nour is a very intelligent girl who should be recognise 
and treated as such. She has much wisdom to share wit 
these who pay attention to her. Her courage is admirabl 
and uplifting. It is indeed sad that she concludes, "the on/ 
thing / know is that with my father's money, I can bii 
■ everything in this society, even the people!" 


THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 


Thursday, March 4 


1917 — German army be- 
gins major withdrawal on 
western front in World War 
I. 

194 $ — Soviet troops reach 
Baltic Sea in drive across 
Germany’s province of 
Pomerania. 

19S2 — China accuses Un- 
ited States of using germ war- 
fare in Korea. 

1965 — Syria orders 
nationalisation of nine oil 
companies, inducting affili- 
ates of two U S. concerns. 

1970 — French submarine 
with 57 aboard is lost in 
Mediterranean Sea off. the 
Riviera. 

1972 — Soviet Union signs 
agreement with Libya to 
jointly develop and reGne Li- 
byan oil , a pact seen as a 
pressure tactic against West- 
ern oil companies. 

1977 — Earthquake devas- 
tates Bucharest and other 
towns in Romania, and death 
toll eventually reaches more 
chan 1,000. 

1988 — Sikh separatists kill 
dozens of Hindus at religious 
festival in Kari Sari, India.' 


e ration treaty goes into effect 
after 43 nations have depo- 
sited instruments of ratiGca- 


tion. 

1974 — Ethiopia's leader 
Haile Selassie, confronted by 
continued unrest, agrees to 
constitutional convention to 
create new system of elected 
democratic government. 

1987 — Gulf war intensi- 
ties as Iraq Gres six missiles 
into Tehran and its air force 
attacks other Iranian tides. 

1990 — South Africa sends 
troops to Ciskei homeland to 
suppress mob attacks on fac- 
tories and shops after military 
coup there ousted authorita- 
rian president. 

1991 — Iraq repeals its 
annexation of Kuwait and 
releases the last of its allied 
POWs. 


Friday, March 5 


1867 — Abortive Fenian 
uprising starts in Ireland. 

1933 — Adolf Hitler and 
his Nazi Party win greatest 
number of seats in German 
elections. . 

i960 — President Sukarno 
suspends Indonesia's parlia- 
ment. 

1962 — European extrem- 
ists in Oran, Algeria, raid 
prison and kill several Mus- 
lim political prisoners. 

1966 — British airliner hits 
Japan's Mount Fuji, kilting 
ail 124 people aboard. 

1970 — Nuclear nonprolif- 


Saturday, March 6 ' 

1965 — U.S. Defence De- 
partment announces that 
3J>00 Marines are being sent 
to South Vietnam — Gist 
U.S. ground combat troops 
committed to Ggbting against 
Communist guerrillas. 

1970 — Alexander Dub- 
cek, former Czech Commun- 
ist Party boss, is suspended 
from party. 

1987 — Rudolf Hess. 92- 
year-old former Hitler depu- 
ty and last imprisoned leader 
of Nazi Germany, is in Brit- 
ish military hospital with 
pneumonia. 

1990 — Afghan Defence 
Minister Tanai leads coup 
attempt against government 
of Najibullah. 

1991 — Iraqi troops appear 
to have crushed a rebellion in 
Basra and are reported to be 
moving on other southern 
cities in revolt. 


Saar to Germany marks be- 
ginning of German expan- 
sion. 

1936 — Germany violates 
treaty of Versailles by 
occupying demilitarised zone 
in the Rhineland. 

1941 — British troops in- 
vade Italian occupied Abyssi- 
nia (Ethiopia) in World War 
n. 

1945 — British 14th Army 
enters Mandalay in Burma in 
World War II. 

1951 — Premier All Raz- 
mara of Iran is assassinated. 

1956 — Unrest, fomented 
by Stalinist faction, breaks 
out in Soviet Georgia. 

1968 — United States and 
Soviet Union pledge to pro- 
tect all weaker nations from 
nuclear blackmail and aggres- 
sion. 

1977 — Saudi Arabia 
announces it will give one 
billion dollars in aid to black 
Africa. 

1988 — British soldiers and 
police fatally shoot three Ir- 
ish Republican Army guerril- 
las after they plant car bomb 
set to go off during military 
parade in British colony of 
Gibraltar. 

1989 — China declares 
martial law in Tibetan capital 
of Lhasa following three days 
of anti-Chinese rioting. 


3,500 Marines in So\ 
Vietnam. 

1969 — Soviet Union f 
its Far East army on a/er 
warning to China after G 
tier clash on Ussuri Riv t 

1970 — Cyprus Presio 
Makarios escapes assassi 
tion when terrorist snif 
shoot down his helicoptt 

1990 — West German / 
tiament adopts resolut 
calling on united Germanj 
honour Poland's west > 
border. 

1991 — Forty foreign jc 
na lists and two U.S. serv. 
men captured by Iraqi : 
diers are turned over to 1 
Cross officials in Baghda 

1992 — Commanders c 
planned 14,000 U. 
peacekeeping force arrive 
Belgrade. 


Tuesday , March 9 


Monday, March 8 

1917 — R/ots and strikes 
break oat m St. Petersburg 
marking start of Russian Re- 
volution. 

1949 — France recognises 
non-Communist Vietnam 
nationalists under Bao Dai as 
independent state within 
rrench union. 


Sunday, March 7 
* 93S — Restoration of 


1954 — United States and 
Japan sign mutual defence 
agreement 

1957 — Ghana is admitted 
to United Nations. 

1965— United States lands 


1876 — Turkish tre 
gin massacre of Bull 
1905 — Japan defa 
sian forces at Mukd, 
1942 — Japanese o 
conquest of Dutch It 
Java in Indonesia 
World War II. 

1959 — Unsuccess 1 
revolt ends in Musti 
1964 — Fighting bn 
in Kttma , Cyprus. 

1969 — Lieutenant 
al Moncun Riad, chief t 
Egypt's armed forces 
during Israeti-Egypti 
battle across Suez C 
1987 — Iran accui 
of using chemical bt 
Gulf war. 

1989 — NATO at 
saw Pact open compl 
ui Vienna aimed at 
armed might built u 
years of East-West < 
1990— Two Germ, 
gin preliminary reun. 
talks. 


By The Associated Pres 








.. -'IPJ 
' *1,1 




/■Vi* 
.. /> 


‘ «»fl • 

rr^i t 

, ,"! »ac 
S*W 
‘■I;/ .. 11 

. t .» rN 
, v^n 

,i «v- 


"*M V (<| 




l ‘Ti 


;‘ :i5 *•« V 
’ ,,r V'i XV 

!i i' r.. 
! -jns *in[ 
" ,v l m 
i 2 \//| 

Vv 

■ 1 -<nj 

; fAr 

"• : - v * J/n 
• k • 


• !,?l rni,n % 

,,!c itvi 

' i lAiff f 

fc.f 


*' '•iVi.i'Rrx ' 
■ : ‘ und 
‘••‘■’'yin 
‘■’”V,.Vr 

• ? x.! {l , 

• ' *• '*>'h 


■■•••••'»*• :.V | 
: :n.K • 

' .v.irn 
1 1 • *• ■ 'Jui ■ I 


• “ •'••• .11! J 

V -r’.v: % 


. . v.! 


v «■:*? 


*• i. ■■: .v.'ii - 


•• .s.VlH 


„/.irrn- 


, ... T 

* CP "*'£ 

<'l ■> 

\ 


. k ‘■I •,'* 








The prying game — the familiar face of British actress Miranda Richardson 


«• 7 jjg ST * low *nanv times you see 

Associated Press The Ciy/ng* Game, you’d 

ft/pii/ Yn&kr ... « ave a harti time rec£»/usjiw 

R^a/rtson^ r* . M ™da . Richardson without the Mart 

S Stour rSL to hv she weans through much 

/earn atour the piying game. of the story. You'd have to 

“People see me in Manhat - /o Pf‘ spot her large, . 

tan and come up to me in vw . sef her sma//. 


department stores.” said the 
British actress, whose three 
current films include the sum- 
rise hit The Crying Game 

“In Greenwich Village, 
they go . ‘great movie' in 
Saks, they say . ‘sorry to do 
this to you , but can / just say 
something to you?' And then 
they go away. J don't mind. It 
depends what mood you're in 
and how people do it. 
They've been very charming 
here s 

t 

!Two years ago, she could 
have worn her name in gol- 
dqn letters around her neck 
and passed by undisturbed, at 
worst being asked if she was 
related to that other British 
star, Natasha Richardson. 
(She isn't). 

'.It's surprising people can 
tdll who she is now. No mat- 


straight nose or her pah , 
heart shaped face. 

The press, with mixed feel- 
ings, has grown accustomed 
to that face. For the past 
couple of months, Richard- 
son has been talking repe- 
atedly about the trio of films 
that make her a sure bet to be 
heard from around Academy 
Award time: The Crying . 
Game. Damage and En- 
chanted April. 

She's already won a Best Sup- 
porting Actress award 
for her work in all three 
movies from the New York 
Film Critics’ Circle and a 
Best-Actress Golden Globe 
for Enchanted April. 

“ I'm in a different frame of 
mind than when I came be- 
fore," said Richardson. 34. 
who has made it clear in the 
past she has little use for 


publicity. “ 1 feel more ready, 
more in control. Before, 
when I came , I felt I was 
being acted upon . " 

Her moods for this inter- 
view range from cordial to 
defensive. She wants it made 
clear she shouldn't be con- 
fused with the ruthless Irish 
Republican Army regular of 
The Crying Game or the 
high-strung nightclub hostess 
who murders her boyfriend in 
the 1985 re/ease Dance With 
A Stranger, her Glm debut. 

The actress notes cheerful- 
ly “ it’s so nice to support 
work you like, " but not all 
her memories are happy 
ones. She has nothing but 
praise for The Crying Game 
and Enchanted April, but the 
tension on the set of Damage 
has been widely publicised, 
especially her battles with co- 
star Jeremy Irons and direc- 
tor Louis Malle. 

Richardson , who plays 
Irons’ betrayed wife, com- 
plained in a recent inteniew 
with the New York Times 
that the actor would “ talk to 
Louis about what I should do 


as if I wasn 't even in the room 
or I was a little girl or some- 
thing." She also indicated 
Malle did not spend enough 
time with her. 


"The process was quite dif- 
ficult at times , except paro- 
doxicaify the day you thought 
would be most diffircuit went 
like a dream, the highly emo- 
tional day. It was wonderful, 
it was almost fun, ” Richard- 
son said with a nervous 
laugh. 

“ I was happy enough with 
what / did in Damage. I’m 
still thinking about that film. 
It's not an enjoyable film. It's 
an uncomfortable film to 
watch. It makes me unclear 
whether it*s good or not. ” 


But she spoke warmly of 
Enchanted April director 
Mike Newell, who also made 
Dance With A Stranger, and 
was praised strongly by the 
director of The Crying 
Game. Neil Jordan. 

"It was perfect," Jordan 
said of his working rela- 
tionship with the actress. 
"Miranda is hugely intelli- 


gent and all she wants to 
know is the truth, which is all 
an actor or actress should 
really want to know from the 
director. ” 

If Richardson has been 
tough on some directors, she 
must have been murder on 
her schoo/feachers, re- 
membering with a mis- 
chievous smile her days as a 
bright student easily bored, 
prone to disrupting her 
classes. 

Bom in Southport, just 
north of Liverpool the ac- 
tress described herself as a 
reserved, intense child, but 
also spoke of her ability to 
make people laugh. By age 
10, she was a movie fan, a 
Saturday morning regular at 
the cinema. 

“There used to be all that 
heroic stuff. Flash Gordon 
and all that," she recalled. ‘7 
used to watch John Wayne all 
the lime. / was really into 
westerns. I used to he John 
Wayne. I didn’t think 'Male- 
female.' I think, Tm that 
part. I'm Rooster Cogbum. 
I’m Cromwell.’" 


Her own films at times 
make you wonder how much 
she's changed. There's the 
lethal tilt of her. head in 
Dance With A Stranger, the 
tongue-lashing she gives 
Irons at the end of Damage 
or the vicious slug to the jaw 
after Forest Whitaker curses 
her in The Crying Game. 


•V / 1 


“She is the most consum- 
mate actress I have come 
across ," Jordan said. "She's 
braver than any actress I 
know. Miranda played a 
hugely unsympathetic woman 
in The Crying Game. She 
also has a range people in the 
United States aren't aware 
of." 


l ‘I think the reason I get 
asked to do something like 
that is that it seems 1 can go 
from naught to 60 in a short 
amount of time," said 
Richardson, who also has 
worked extensively on stage 
and British television. “ I 
think it's what I've been cal- 
led on to do. It's something I 
can do. / don't think it's 
particularly me. ” 



Miranda Richardson holds the Golden Glob* 
she won for best performance by an actress in 
a motion picture musical or comedy at th* 
SOth annual Golden Globe Awards. She wot 
for her performance in the film Enchantec 
April (AFP photo) 


Simpsons creator says cartoon show will get stranger 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
Matt Groening sat near a 
Simpsons video game, de- 
fending his cartoon progeny. 

•“Some people say The 
Simpsons are bad for kids 
because Bart does bad 
things. ” said the creator of 
ttie hit TV programme seen ■ 
iiii many lands. 

'.“What's bad for children is 
ndt a character that's misbe- 
having, but bad storytelling," 
Mr. Groening. nattily attired 
irr. matching grey jacket and 
slacks and maroon T-shirt, 
said. " The message of The 
Simpsons is that there’s a 
world out there of wild funny 
people having a blast." 

•The Simpsons has become 
a success all over the world, 
broadcast in Britain. France, 
Jdpan, Australia, and 
Turkey. 

j "i.yust ~did an. Interview.^ 


with a journalist in Istanbul 
who demanded to know why 
The Simpsons was so popular 
in Turkey, ” Mr. Groening 
told Reuters during a recent 
interview in San Francisco. 

“Wherever fathers scream 
at their children. The Simp- 
sons will be popular ," said 
Mr. Groening. 38. 

The Simpsons has become 
the sitcom family of the 
1990s, the latest in a long line 
of dysfunctional yet endear- 
ing TV families that includes 
The Honeymooners and an 
earlier prime-time cartoon. 
The Flintstones. 

Mr. Groening was hardly 
the most likely candidate to 
author a network show. Prior 
to The Simpsons . be penned 
the counter-culture Life In 
Hell newspaper comic strip, 
starring a one-eared rabbit 
.'and a pair of identically 



television executives who are 
finally young enough to re- 
member watching The Flint- 
stones and The Jetsons, so 
they were able to have the 
nerve to put The Simpsons on 
the air," said the bearded, 
down-to-earth Groening. 


tainment in a new sense, to 
find things that different 
members of the family can 
relate to for different 


The decision to air The 
Simpson does not seem like a 
risky one now. Mr. Groening 
and crew created a show for 
children and adults. A recent 
episode focused on a trip to a 
Disneyland-like park with a 
beer theme, in which Bart's 
sister Lisa goes on what 
appears to he a drug trip. 


drawn men who may or may ing first dreamed of creating 
not be lovers. a cartoon family fit for prime 

It was while watching The time. 

Flintstones that Mr. Groen- ^Luckily, there are now 


“ The way family entertain- 
ment is defined traditionally 
is by having-no material that 
witi offend any member of 
the family." Mr. Groening 
said. “What we tried to do 
was to define family enter- 


reasons. 

"I like to think of The 
Simpsons as a ticking cultural 
time bomb. There are kids 
who love the show right now. 
But when they watch the 
show in 15 or 20 years, after 
they’ve been to college and 
taken a few f/terature 
courses, they’re going to go , 
‘oh, now I know who Ayn 
Rand is, now I know about 
Through The Looking Glass, ’ 
what those cultural refer- 
ences were." 

The programme is sprink- 
led with references to old 


movies. 

"We try to reward viewers 
for paying attention," Mr. 
Groening said. “If you pay 
attention, you’re, going to 


reap the benefits, because 
there’s large amounts of little 
funny jokes. " 

Where most shows have 
the same opening for each 
episode. The Simpsons varies 
the opening every time. Ban 
writes “ I will not..." on the 
chalkboard with a different 
ending to the sentence and 
Lisa’s saxophone solo is al- 
ways different. 

The family members got 
their names from Mr. Groen- 
ing’s family, although Homer 
Simpson was also inspired by 
the character of the same 
name in the Nathaniel West 
classic Hollywood novel. The 
Day Of The Locust. 

The show is also known for 
the celebrities who turn up, 
supplying their voices to car- 
toon versions of themselves . . 

In a recent show. Leonard 
Nimoy. Spock on the original 


Star Trek, spoofed himseh 
After Homer saved the pa i 
sengers on a monorail trai 
that was about to crash, th 
Nimoy character, who too 
no part in the rescue, saic 
"my work here is done." 

Celebrities are lining up f 
appear on the show. Mi 
Groening said', noting th: 
upcoming episodes wiU fei 
ture cameos by cartoon vej 
sions of Johnny Carson 
George Harrison and £1 
zabeth Taylor. 

The Simpsons willcontinu 
to go where no sitcom fa mH 
has gone before, Mr. Groet 
ing promised. 

I “We're trying not only t 
not repeat 'what other peop, 
are doing , we’re trying not I 
repeat ourselves, ” he said. ‘ 
think you can count on tl 
show getting even /aster an 
stranger. " 


Russia’s leading artist enjoys the taste of success 


By Clare Pedrick 


ROME — As a young pain- 
ter in Communist Moscow. 
Ivan Chujkov refused to 
compromise his art and churn' 
out the so-called Socialist 
Realism style demanded by 
party bureaucrats. In those 
days, the only kind of paint- 
ing tolerated by the Kremlin 
was one imbued with a strong 
dose of "Partinost, ” or party 


spirit. *7 found this Social 
Realism ideologically un- 
acceptable," said Chujkov. 
"It was not realist and it 


certainly was not socialist." 

Chujkov’s unbending 
approach condemned him to 


years of solitude as a painter. 
He eked out a paltry living as 
an art teacher, unable to 
show or sell any of his paint- 
ings. waiting for the inevit- 
able knock on the door from 
the KGB. "The KGB came 
twice. It was a very un- 
pleasant experience said 
the Russian painter in a re- 
cent interview. The secret 
service officers did no 
physical harm to Chujkov. 
but they questioned him at 
length about his links with a 
Paris-published magazine de- 
dicated to the work of under- 
ground Soriet artists. "They 
wanted to know how it was 
printed and how we got the 





photographs out, and all the 
time they made veiled threats 
about how I would lose my 
job, ” he said. 

These days, Chujkov lives 
in Western Europe — mostly 
Germany. Acclaimed as one 
of the two great modem Rus- 
sian contemporary painters 
— the other is his friend and 
erstwhile underground com- 
panion Il’ya Kabakov — 
Chujkov is courted by gallery 
owners in New York, Paris 
and Rome. His work is begin- 
ning to appear in the world’s 
major museums. He has 
more offers to exhibit than he 
can handle. ■ 

The contrast with his pre- 
vious situation is dizzying. 
"Up until 1987, I had never 
been out of my own coun- 
try," said Chujkov, who is in 
Rome for a month-long show 
at the Italian capital’s presti- 
gious Sprovieri Gallery. "I 
had never sold any paintings. 
I had never had an exhibi- 
tion." Chujkov. 57, is gifted 
with a strong sense of humour and 
irony, which helped him live 
through the difficult years 
and carry on his painting 
even when there was no one 
to see his work. "Of course, 
not being able to show one’s 
work was really a great hand- 
icap. because you can only 
really grow when you can 
compare yourself with your 
peers, not only in your own 
country , but also in other 
countries he said. 


usually wanted local land- 
scapes, so I had to go to the 
place to make sketches. 7hen 
the boss had to sign it. Then I 
had to go to Moscow and 
they had to sign it again. It 
was really very difficult." 

In 1976, he was introduced 
into a circle of artists who 
also refused to paint political- 
ly correct scenes of peasants 
and party slogans. The pain- 
ters drew strength from each 
other. They launched a 
magazine — called “ A-YA 
the first and last letters of the 
Russian alphabet — smug- 
gling the words and pictures 
out to Paris, where it was 
printed. Chujkov began to 
paint more prolifically. Now 
he had an audience. 'howev- 
er restricted. "An artist 


Jkov can not keep up 


■ After graduating from 
Moscow's Institute of Art in 
1960, Chujkov worked in 
almost total isolation for 16 
years. “It was very difficult, ” 
be recalls. “I did not produce 
a lot of work because there 
was no sense in producing. " 
Chujkov survived by giving 
correspondence art courses. 
He earned a pittance, but his 
integrity remained intact La- 
ter . be dabbled with official- 
dom when he took on com- 
missions to paint the back- 
drops for factory clubs and 
collective /aimers’ clubs. It 
turned out to be more trouble 
than it was worth. "They 


needs at least one or two 
spectators, and then he can 
paint, " he said. "If you have 
none at all, then it is im- 
possible. " 

Even so. it was to be 
another 10 years before 
"perestroika" was to enable 
Chujkov to taste the freedom 
he had hardly dared to hope 
for. In the mid-1980s. West- 
ern -art collectors, favoured 
by the more relaxed political 
climate, took an interest in 
Soviet painters. "Before that, 
the only people who ever 
bought our paintings were 
the occasional diplomat — if 
was known as ‘dip-art.’" said 
Chujkov. "But they were not 
really interested in the works 
themselves. It was the idea of 
buying from underground 
artists." 


- A year later, he was named 
artist in residence in 
Washington, D.C. In 19S9 he 
had an exhibition in three 
German cities, followed by a 
contract with a gallery in 
Cologne. Chujkov’s future 
had been cast and his reputa- 
tion sealed as one of the new 
stars of the rich. ex-Com- 
munist cultural firmament. 
“ Since then, / have worked 
and lived mainly in the West, 
mostly in Germany, but also 
in Italy and France," Chu- 
jkov said. “ And J manage to 
stay in Russia for two to three 
months, too," he added, 
smiling. "For me, it's not so 
difficult because anyone who 
has foreign currency finds 
things easier." Chujkov’s 
wife Galina, also an artist, 
generally travels with him. 
The couple has a 22-year-old 
daughter, Eugenia, who is 
studying art in Dusseldorf. 
Germany. 



■ 4, m~ 
£ i , v - ■ ■ r-- 

^ -or . >' is • ■ 


The big break 

In 1988 came the big 
break. Chujkov was invited 
to France and, even more 
remarkable . was allowed to 
go. "I will never forget it." be 
said. “It was fantastic. I can 
still remember everything ab- 
out it." Chujkov spent two 
■months in France, taking part 
in a workshop with artists 
from Germany. Italy and the 
U.S. 7 he cultural exchange 
after years of isolation was 
intoxicating . 


Refreshingly unpreten- 
tious, he does not seem to 
care about the hero status de- 
manded and received by 
some of his Western contem- 
poraries. “There is great in- 
terest in Russian art at the 
moment, and Chujkov is one 
of the two most highly 
acclaimed Russian painters, " 
said Luigj Scialanga , curator 
of Chujkov’s exhibition at 
Sprovieri Gallery. "Their 
paintings show great optim- 
ism — Chujkov’s work is full 
of light and energy. It doesn 't 
have the cynicism of a lot of 
American and West Euro- 
pean art. And the painters 
themselves represent a fresh 
new voice.” 

Their paintings can still be 
had at realistic prices, which 
has boosted demand: "A 
Chujkov canvas measuring 
180 cm by 130 cm recently 
fetched DM 50,000 (about 
$29,400) in Cologne. “My 
work fetches a lot of money . 
but I am not rich, " said the 
artist, “ though , of course, I 
am rich by Russian stan- 
dards. " 

Chujkov describes his 
paintings as a style that ex- 


Rossran painter hran Chujkov refused to compromise his art to 
dram out the Socialist Realism style demanded by the Son 
bureauerstts 


plores the relationship be- 
tween reality and art. "1 am 
interested in the different 
ways of presenting reality, ’’ 
be said. He mixed different 
styles on the same canvas, 
marrying a fragment of an old 
master ■ with a Matisse, 
perhaps adding a detail from 
a picture postcard, a political 
poster or a road sign. Frag- 
mentation is an important 
theme in Chujkov’s paint- 
ings, a factor that may be 
linked to his own back- 
ground, albeit subliminally. 
His work is not overtly poli- 
tical. although he recognises . 
with hindsight . that the poli- 
tical events he lived through 
have influenced his paintings 
at a subconscious level. "I did 
a lot of works in Russia . 


never thinking of a political 
or social reality. But now I 


see that in almost all of them 
my feelings about the politic- 
al situation are reflected.” 
Chujkov points to a series 
of paintings called Windows, 
which he did while still living 
in Moscow. “ Now I see those 
paintings were subconscious- 
ly connected tothe impossibil- 


ity of getting out of the coun- 
try, " he explained. Freedom 
has its price and, in Chu- 
jkov’s case, that price is a 
place to call his own and the 
time to enjoy his new-found 
liberty. He confesses to being 
exhausted by the long round 
of travel. "I am very tired of 
not having a permanent place 
to live," he said. His hectic 
programme includes stops in 
Germany immediately after 
he leaves Rome, followed by 
a spell in Paris, where he is 
taking part in a group exhibi- 
tion. then Moscow and Col- 
ogne, where he will be pre- 
paring for another major 
show. 

Occasionally, he bumps 
into one of his former artist 
friends from the old days — 
when they had to meet on the 
sly and look at each other’s 
works in secret. If he has one 
regret , it is for that sense of 
mutual support and camar- 
aderie. “Everyone was in the 
same situation. Everyone 
supported each other. There 
was no envy. There was a 
feeling of common purpose, 
which was really great. Now 


that has gone. Everyone 
gone their separate way 
There have been other 
prises about life in the V 
*7 wouldn 't say I was 
appointed. That's not 
right word. But the 1 
turned out to be not ex; 
what we dreamed aba 
said Chujkov. He admii 
being shocked by the dift 
ties facing young artists, t 
highly talented ones. "Ft 
(Russians), it was m 
easier, because it was 
time of Gorbachev and 
man rights and that high h 
ed us and our work as an 
But it’s much harder foi 
younger ones ...for exarr 
the French in France. Ma 
the first break is almost 
possible. You need luck, 
nections and ac grain fane 
“ Bur I see a Jot of goo* 
here, and I have the op 
tunity to live off my art, 
added. "I did not think 
could happen. I was t 
prepared to live my wholt 
in my country without ha 
the possibility ever to I 
or show my work" — W- 
News' Link. 
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Film raises hopes about multiple sclerosis treatment 


By Jude Webber 

Reuter 

LONDON — Hopes that a 
new treatment could be on 
the way for the incurable 
disease multiple sclerosis 
(MS) have been raised by a 
Hollywood movie drawing 
crowds in the United States. 

A British company fea- 
tured in the film Lorenzo's 
Oil for developing a product 
to treat a rare genetic illness 
says it is now working on one 
that could be a breakthrough 
in MS. 

The company , Croda In- 
ternational Pic, is cautious, 
stressing the diseases are very 
different, as is the proposed 
new treatment. 

Croda also says that re- 
search is soil at an early stage 
and it will not begin clinical 
trials for several months. 

But charity workers fight- 
ing to fund research into MS. 
a disease of the central ner- 
vous system which can be 
fatal, have welcomed the new 
•research and the publicity 
Lorenzo’s Oil has generated 
for their cause. 

“It's raised people's 
awarenesss ...it's been very. 


very positive for us,” said 
Ann Aronowitz , honorary 
secretary of the British Trust 
for the Myelin Project, which 
binds research into how dam- 
age caused by a diseases fo 
the central nervous system 
can be repaired. 

Lorenzo ’s Oil, starring 
Nick Nolte and Susan Saran- 
don, tells the true story of an 
American couple who find 
out their six-year-old son. 
Lorenzo, is suffering from a 
rare genetic disease and has 
only two years to live. 

Lorenzo bas adre- 
noleukodystrophy (ALD), 
which, like MS. attacks the 
fatty myelin sheath surround- 
ing nerve fibres and stops 
signals being transmitted to 


other parts of the body. 

damaged myelin sheath 


can result in paralysis, blind- 
ness. loss of speech and most 
bodily functions. In MS the 
immune system attacks itself 
and patients can suffer chro- 
nic relapses. 

Lorenzo’s Oil tells how 
Lorenzo’s parents . Augusto 
and M/chaeJa Odone resear- 
ched the disease. They con- 
cluded that a build-up of un- 


usual body fats caused by 
ALD could be counteracted 
by giving him a special edible 
oil. 

They contacted Croda. 
which came up with a formu- 
la that worked for Lorenzo. 
He remains disabled, but his 
parents say his life has been 
saved and the progression of 
ALD stopped. 

Some parents of ALD suf- 
ferers are reported to be dis- 
illusioned that the “ wounder 
oil" which gave the film a 
happy ending does not work 
for everyone. And MS ex- 
perts are sceptical about how 
successful Croda's MS re- 
search will prove. 

“The concept of lipid 
abnormality is not new. We 
have researched it before and 
found it to be wanting 
neurologist Dr. David Bates, 
who beads the Multiple Scler- 
osis Society's Medical Re- 
search Advisory Committee , 
told Reuters. 

Dr. Bates said Croda's 
thesis was “ worthy of inves- 
tigation'’ but there was no 
scientific evidence that it 
would succeed. 

The Multiple Sclerosis 


Society, Britain's major MS 
charity, is giving no financial 
support to Croda. 

It is paying more than 
£100,000 ($142,000) as part 
of a three-nation project test- 
ing a manufactured antibody 
on humans to see if scarring 
on the myelin sheath can be 
repaired. 

Preliminary results from 
trials in the Netherlands. Au- 
stralia and Britain are ex- 
pected early next year. 

MS patients are sometimes 
prescribed steroids but there 
are no treatments available 
guaranteed to give long-term 
help. 

■ John Simkins, a manager 
at MS Charity Action and 
Research into Multiple Scler- 
osis (ARMS), said Croda's 
research was good news if it 
resulted in a treatment with 
no side-effects. 

ARMS is also interested in 
special diets to help MS suf- 
ferers and Mr. Simkins said 
he thought MS research was 
now “in a phase of consider- 
able potentials". 

Other promising avenues 
include a compound de- 


veloped by German phar- 
maceuticals group Sobering 
AG in the United States 
which is currently pending 
approval by rbe Food and 
Drugs Administration. 

The compound acts on the 
immune system to cut time 
between attacks and a Sober- 
ing spokeswoman said it 
looked very promising. But 
she said it would take time to 
produce and market the com- 
pound on a large scale. 

The Multiple Sclerosis 
Society says it will spend the 
£2 million ($2.8 million) it 
hopes to raise from the recent 
record-breaking Antarctic 
crossing by British explorers 
Sir Ranulph Fiennes and Dr. 
Michael Stroud on MS re- 
search. 



But study into the still - 
poorly understood disease is 
a race against time, said the 
Myelin Project's Ann Arono- 
witz. whose brother is one of 
Britain's estimated 80,000 
MS sufferers. 

She was disappointed that 
a Croda MS oil would not be 
on the market for several 
years and described the 


MIchamla (Susan Sarandon) and 
Augusto Odonm (Nick NofteJ have 
a birthday party for their son 

Myelin Project . set up in 1989 
by Lorenzo's father to speed 
up research into replacing 
damaged myelin, as “ much 
more radical 

Ms. Aronowitz said scien- 
tists in the United States . 


Lorenzo (Zack O’Malley Gr 
bury) in director George MB 
Lorenzo's Oil 


which has some 250,000 MS 
sufferers, had successfully re- 
placed myelin in the spinal 
cords of animais. The next 
step is human trials which, 
according to Augusto Odone , 
could begin by the end of 


1993 at a cost of S3 
million. 

“ We're in a hurry. 
Aronowitz said. “We 
want the Nobel Prizt 
want our people to wal 
talk again. ” 



Scientist links kidneys to sudden 
infant death syndrome 


LONDON (AP) — A severe 
kidney disorder may explain 
many cases of sudden infant 
death syndrome, but the find- 
ing does not yet point the way 
to prevention, a British doc- 
tor said. 

Dr. Dick Van Velzen. pro- 
fessor of fetal and infant 
pathology at Royal Liverpool 
Children's Hospital , studied 
24 infants who died of no 
known cause in fhe first six 
months of life. He found two 
thirds had a deficiency of 
Nephrons, the tiny filters 
within the kidney. 

He said this may leave the 
infants vulnerable to a range 


of infections. 

The finding does not offer 
immediate hope for preven- 
tion. 

“It explains why these chil- 
dren die and why they are 
vulnerable to things normal 
children don't die from. ” Dr. 
Van Velzen said. 

The study will be published 
in the May issue of Pediatric 
Pathology, an international 
scientific journal. 

“The merit in the study is 
that they have looked at an 
aspect of sudden infant death 
syndrome that has not been 
studied before, but it's still 
very preliminary said Dr. 


Gonzalez Crussi, a pediatric 
pathologist at Children’s 
Memorial Hospital in Chica- 
go and editor-in-chief of 
Pediatric Pathology. 

“If the findings are con- 
firmed, it can lead, in due 
course, to prevention said 
Dr. Crussi. 

Other experts did not want 
to comment before reading 
the study. 

Using a sophisticated, 
three dimensional micro- 
scope. Dr. Van Velzen ex- 
amined the kidneys of 24 
infants who died suddenly. 
He said two-thirds of the 
children had less than half the 


norma/ number of Nephrons, 
the tiny filters that make up 
the kidney. 

“It's like having one kid- 
ney. " said Dr. Van Velzen. 

Although people can sur- 
vive with one kidney . Dr. 
Van Velzen suspects that in- 
fants need both kidneys to 
survive ordinary infections ¥ 

He suspects the first half 
year is a vulnerable period, 
during which the Nephrons 
are developing. Babies with 
only half the normal number 
would be more likely to build 
up toxins or get veiy ill from 
ordinary infections. 
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WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


CONNECTIONS 
By Harvey Chew 


ACROSS 
• “PygmokorT 
author 

5 Concerning the 
palm 
lOShnroo 
15 Prisoner-of-war 
camp 

1? Muslim decree 
IB Cut CfQsOcatty, os 
a budget 
aDna rmm 

21 P»n%* 

22 Future bog 

23 Parsegnmn o> 
footfall 

24 City on Ihe 
Ugunan Son 

28 Cryaiadina roc* 
28 Proviantlal 

«*nan 

23 Breakfast atari 


32 Threefold 

33 Ft he*y womans. 

Ob hr 

34 — capita 

35 KUmer poem 
J7 Explosive 

38 Aw 

39 learned 
42 Bo. of -ID' 

44 Traditional 50CUI 
unk 

45 f492 vassal 
48 Spekinur 

47 US blander, Jay 

48 — -variety 
(Common) 

51 Symbol 
55 Generous gitt 

55 — vert 

56 Amusement 
58 T*ry 


SSManhande 

60 singer McEmre 

61 Rh/er to *» 8*8* 

62 Apply piaster 
cnrWfeaO 

63 Taste mtonsifler 
letters 

64 Crime control 

88 Aciv Auberfonois 
69 Sports figures 

71 Btpses 

72 Airto accessory 

74 Bomg tool 

75 Piamtrve 
poem 

76 Storm preceded 

77 Fastener 

78 Exhausted 

79 Hors 0 'oeuvres 
82 — operand 
84 Marry Fr. 


85 Food wrap 

87 undivided 

88 Makes a boo-boo 


91 Spu* 

95 Refreshing drink 

96 Sonera with age 

98 Mouse-axe 
creeans 

99 Town” 

IDO Flower 
102 US patriot. 

SOBS — 

104 Changed 

106 Pressing tool 

107 Playwright 
R*e 

106 Emphasis 

109 French erty 

1 10 Weather wore 

111 Offended 


1 Lugs vassal 

25 F«*.ljv».fum 

51 Sousaphones 

79 Reman statesman 

2 Lrncon Ol 

27 Whom Gmtzky 

52 Puts cargo on 

80 Approve 

ItoWtIMf" 

shines 

txxjro 

81 Makes a smooth 

3 Strs^tmm 

30 Kennflih Rooms 

53 IW 

transition 

4 Decrvssaa 

r>ovw 

54 Fisherman 

82 Best and real 

C»Miu*y 

31 NoUotrec* 

S6 Not so many 

83 Trying experience 

S)K« 

33 Hackneyed 

57 Devout 

84 Earty Greek 

8 Tsois scrap 

38 Nwnber ot 

60 Honey osdger 

physician 

7 

linemen 

62 Grappling non 

88 Go back 

8 ABow W onter 

38 Garten pssn 

64 DeMxtrspve body. 

B9 Chihuahua coins 

9 Oar* asm. 0 fl. 

40 Sms - 

a&br 

90 Confederate 

10 Winged 

11 Oocred 

41 Caiavaniary 
43 Tear 

65 Distnbum 

66 Ossa 

general 
92 Sdns 

12 Nomad viper 

44 Kitchen gadget 

67 Bound's 

93 Houston player 

13 To tne pom 

46 me 

companion 

94 Cal tort 

14 Protoctivs 

Barbarian" 

70 Oahu parses 

96 Daybreak, is a 

rimnea 

47 Pluckier 

72CNness rwar 

poet 

15 Wenan shawl 

48 Certain rav 

73 Gukto s tsghest 

97 Kenbcai 

16 Gome ot 

49 "A way a lone — 

note 

101 — Grande 

carnivores 

a lovea • 

75 incidents 

103 Maiden name 

ie Act n ugaOy 

( 'Finnegans 

76 Medical rubes 

word 

IB Tmcfc 

Wa*eT 

var. 

105 Auction or profit 

20 Scrrxvyi wpro 

50 Makeshift 

78 First king ot Israel 

end 



Lest Week's Cryptogreats 


02/21/93 


1. SUtce truculent trucker seems reluctant to have a utoe day, brother 
truckers dob hha “Semi Heavy.” 

2. Two wrestlers, feisty hut atill doubtful, faced each other eyeball to 
ayebeR. 

3. Aging eccentric saltan ■elected eight ugliest old females and formed 


8. Good umbrellas should be made with at least eight wide ribs. 


Diagramless IS « 19, By Harold B Caanu 


ACROSS 
1 DoSgrn m 
cruelty 

7 Wears out 

15 Thomas end pay 
W—wesBi" 

16 Symbol of peace 

18 Sneung 

19 Stan Shapes 

20 Catch 
£2 Only 

23 Skating place* 

24 Crown 


25 "My — Sal' 
ItCVShing 
27 Sign 

26 Rathe road 
29 Farm structures 
32 Hackneyed 

34 Apt»e and pear 

35 Penniless 
38 Apportions 

37 Poker term 

38 Enclosed drees 
tor plana 


40 Appears 

41 sign ot tne 
zodiac 

42 Book of maps 

43 Shall out money 
4* Burst ot 

activity 
45 ArtKJes 
48 Highlander 
47 Sea eaot# 

*9 SW Wt 
63 Kind of lettuce 


54 Speed contests 
SSKmOOt bath 


57 DufT routines 

58 Plug 
eiSocthmg 
62 Cay on me 

Rhone 
6* Ireland 

68 Make angry 

67 Deep-seated; var. 
88 Detroit lemon 

69 Kind of poem 


DOWN 

I Rescues 

£ Ood of war 
3 Society g*1. for 
short 

V4 Concerning 
S Meager 

7 Poke 

8 my plans 

, 9 Representative 
ID Eicn 

II TVs 

"Remington — " 
12 Adhere 


13 Joins 

I* leaves el once 


16 Ho dge podge 

19 Camw gr 
Urfdetwc 


2i Rooms lot toed 

28 Food Rsn 

29 Tree trunks 

30 Prayer ending 

31 Form snow 

33 Diana of song 

34 works oy 
Sheaey 


35 EsuMoned 

36 Visionaries 

37 Destroys 
teSoMAes 

39 Town m Utah 

40 RBI. eg. 

42 Paul and Peter. 


8,g. 

43 Makes more 


45 Wages 

46 Abrade 
46 Fee 


491 

50 Construct 

51 EngMh queen 

52 Remnant 
55 Increase 

vxiomvy 

50 Martyred one 
58 Cotter 

Baleatana 
60 Gon scores 

51 Mg Adgms 

63 Cnoeere iDt* 

65 Old language 
attar 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

I. CJM YJSLV AVJQ QL9WKJ Ad R ETC KTIQM 
WP V1EWPE Y J RC. —By Earl Ireland 

tPKOATY UMN PLZCM "JSVMK8UM 
ZCLYlONMr NMYU1 XR LYYLOZSOZ 
CONSUMER AMUSIM TV XCKMY. 2CSENR, 
UCYAMYTOM. — By Armicage Shanks 

3. 8 LTCLH T HN 8 IIBFQIS ECMYIf T KCd 
CRTHVICT GK JCBEP TVCMBCT GK 
WCBfQT ANYA JCEC JGFPCEKLIIS QGCP 
VA WCMGHBFQ CRAB PM A. —By Gordon Miller 

4. B S M U-A SUSDAKDT HOGIDH ZOQZQGDASA.- 
"KH IKD'H HES BXEQQM. KffB HRS 
ZOKDXKZIM QU HES BEKDY." 

—By Eugene T. Maleska 



SOLUTIONS OP 
USTWEEX8FUZZU 



Balding men , take good care 
of your hearts , doctors say 


CHICAGO (AP) — Men los- 
ing their hair should look to 
their hearts. 

A study found 21 to 55 year 
old men who were severely 
bald at the top were three 
times more likely to suffer 
heart attacks than those with 
full heads of hair. 

Men with mild to moderate 
baldness on top had about a 
116 times greater risk. Men 
with receding hairlines — 
even severely receding ones 
— but no baldness on top 
faced no increased risk. 

Findings of the study of 665 
male heart attack victims and J 
772 similar men who had " 
suffered no heart attacks 
appear in the Journal of the 
American Medical Associa- 
tion (JAMA). 

The research was funded 
by the Upjohn Co., which 
makes a treatment for bald- 
ness. 

The hypothesis that bald- 
ness may predict coronary 
artery disease goes back 


more than 25 years, noted the 
authors, led by Dr. Samuel 
M. Lesko of Boston Uni- 
versity School of Medicine's 
School of Public Healthi 

The reason for the appa- 
rent link remains unknown, 
they said. They speculated 
that a male hormone known 
to be necessary for baldness 
may have a role in suppres- 
sing "good" HDL cholester- 
ol, which protects the heart. 

Eight previous studies have 
explored whether the associa- 
tion truly exists. Researchers 
who reviewed all eight con- 
dudedrirr _199(Fthat “asmall 
risk of coronary disease due 
to baldness may exist , but 
this risk is smaller than that 
of well known risk factors 
such as smoking and hyper- 
tension.'' said an editorial in 
JAMA. 

The editorial’s authors. 
Drs. Peter W. F. Wilson and 
William D. Kannel of the 
Framingham Heart Study, a 
landmark study in Framing- 


ham. Mass., said some bald- 
ing men may want ■ to take 
extra precautions. 

“ Persons who belong to 
families with an increased 
risk of premature coronary 
heart disease are advised to 
scrupulously control known 
risk factors such as elevated 
cholesterol levels , smoking 
and elevated blood pressure 
levels, and it also seems pru- 
dent for bald men to follow 
more rigorously similar reg- 
imens." Dr. Wilson and Dr. 
Kannel wrote. 

Dr. Richard J. Carroll, a 
preventive ' cardiologist ' at 
Loyola University Medical 
Centre, said men who are 
losing hair on topshould view 
it “ more as 3 marker for a 
potential problem rather than 
as a potential problem itself. ” 
. Such men should be espe- 
cially sure to get themselves 
screened for high cholesterol, 
high blood pressure and 
other traits that might in- 
crease their likelihood of de- 


veloping heart disease. 
Dr. Carroll, who as nt 
volved in the new stuc 

Authors of the study 
trolled statistically' fot 
possible effects of smt 
and hypertension, as wi 
age . family history, ah 
consumption, exercise J 
and other traits assoc 
with heart risk . 

The link between bai 
and heart- attacks still 
they found. 

But Dr. Lesko said 
unknown whether resul 
.^applicable to- men oven 
i ~‘or to racial minority j 
bets, who comprised on 
out 5 per cent of subj 

Presumablv Up jot 
most interested in men 
likely to use its baldnesi 
Monoxidil — those undt 
55. Dr. Lesko said. 

All the doctors said 
research will be need 
make sure the link exist 
if it does, to find out 




Smoking more deadly than 


previously suspected — study 


LONDON (AP) — Smokers 
are three times more likely to 
die before the age of 70 than 
non-smokers, scientists said 
in announcing the latest re- 
sults of a 40-year study of the 
health of British doctors. 

“ These new results are 
much more extreme than had 
been suggested by the 20- 
year follow up when prema- 
ture death was ’only' twice as 
common in smokers as in 
non-smokers,” said Sir 
Richard Doll, who identified 
the link between smoking 
and lung cancer. 

Scientists said the gap has 
widened because non- 
smokers have a longer fife 
expectancy today than 20 
years ago. Cigarette smokers 
are not living longer, said Sir 
Richard, an investigator at 
the Imperial Cancer Re- 
search Centre at Oxford Uni- 
versity. 

Death due to heart disease 
has dropped by 30 per cent 
among non-smokers, but has 
not dropped among smokers, 
said Sir Richard speaking at 
the Royal Society. Britain’s 


most prestigious scientific 
organisation. 

While cigarette smokers 
probably shared in some of 
the improvements that 
affected non-smokers, such 
as coronary bypass surgery, 
hypotensive surgery, and 
dietary change. “ the benefits 
have been counterbalanced 
by the maturing of the smok- 
ing epidemic.” said Sir 
Richard. 


The report includes a grea- 
ter proportion of men who 
started smoking when they 
were teenagers. The earlier 
analysis, after 20 years, in- 
cluded doctors who started 
smoking later in life because 
smoking had not been 
fashionable when they were 
teenagers. 


The results are based on 
the analysis of 34.439 male 
doctors who have been Traced 
for 40 years. The study is 
world renowned for provid- 
ing some of the earliest evi- 
dence linking smoking and 
lung cancer. 

Richard Peto. a statistician 


who works with Sir Richard, 
said the findings were based 
on 668 deaths within the 
study group in the last 20 
years. 

Among men oetween the 
ages of 44 and 70. 1.69 per 
cent of smokers died annually 
compared to 0.57 per cent of 
non-smokers. Mr. Peto said. 

In the 45-54 age group. 
1. 14 per cent of smokers died 
each year compared to 0.38 
per cent of smokers. For men 
aged 55-64. 225 per cent of 
smokers died each year com- 
pared to 0.77 per cent of 
non-smokers. Mr. Peto said. 

The study included doctors 
only because investigators 
believed they would be more 
apt to respond accurately to 
health surveys. It was limited 
to men because of the pre- 
ponderance of male doctors 
when the study began. 

The study shows that only 
three of every 200 men who 
smoke at least 25 cigarettes a 
day from the age of 35 on- 
wards will live to the age of 
90. 


In contrast, about nil 
of every 200 light sn 
and thirty out of 200 
smokers will survive 1 
age of 90. said Sir Rii 

Judith Hatton, smoki 
searcher for Forest. Frt 
Organisation for the Ri 
Enjoy Smoking Tobacc 
Jed the study a “gross 
geration. " 

She said the rates of 
ing in Japan are the 
highest in the world, y 
Japanese have the long 
expectancy. Greece, w, 
most smokers per cap 
the world, has the 
cancer rate in Euroj. 
women and the second 
for men. she said. 


Several large ht 
veys have associate t 
smoking with an 
cancers, including 
the lip. mouth. 
esophagus, pancre a 
and cervix. 

In this study, sme 
seven times more //J 
from cancer th 
smokers. 


■BSHB&OKS 


Aspirin ‘appears to protect 9 against colon cancer 


WASHINGTON (R) — Reg- 
ular doses of Aspirin appear 
to protect against growth of 
colon and rectal cancers. 
Swedish and American re- 
searchers have reported. 

Rheumatoid arthritis pa- 
tients in Sweden who regular- 
ly used Aspirin and other 
non-steriod anti-infiamatory 
drugs were found to be 30 to 


40 per cent /ess likely to have 
cancers of the large bowel 
than the general population, 
according to the study pub- 
lished in the Journal of the 
(U.S.) National Cancer Insti- 
tute. 

In addition to reduced inci- 
dence of colon and recta/ 
cancers, the female arthritis 
patients were found to have 


reduced risk for other diges- 
tive cancers such as stomach, 
oesophagus , gall bladder, 
pancreas , and breast cancer. 


Dr. Clark Heath of the 
American Cancer Society 
said it is too soon to recom- 
mend doses of Aspirin to 
reduce the risk of cancer, but 
he was encouraged because 


this study coni 
findings from 
dies. 

A large trial 
tients random l 
be on different ' 
drugs will be ne 
can be said As \ 
or slows the g 
orectal polyps , 
become cancer 






Home News 



tS ^.“ SSefa holiday ****** *e General Headqnar- 
that forces where he was received by Chairman of 

assistants jf S *? f *"** MarshaI F«*W Abu Taleb and his 

a meeting with Field Marshal Abo 

*^*53* Wm •— of ™ *» «“ *— 


King expresses pride in 
Jordan’s Armed Forces 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King H ossein Monday sent a cable to 
Ouuniuui of the Joint Chiefis of Staff, Field Marshal Fathi Abu 
iweb, thanking him for his cable of good wishes on the 37th 
waMversary of the Arabisation of the Jordanian Armed Forces 
command. 

Expressing pride in the Armed Forces, King Hussein said that they 
have proved their capa b ility in haiMHigg weapons m riffraff of the 
Arab Nation. 

Noting that the Armed Forces have lived np to the nation’s 
expectations, the King said they have served under United Nations 
nmbrella in helping to keep world peace and as true ambassadors of 
Jordan to different countries. 

The King expressed hope that be would continue his meeting with 
various Armed Forces’ units at their positions in different parts of the 
country. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess Basma meets with ESCWA head 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Basina 
Monday received in ber office at the Queen Aha Jordan Social 
Welfare Fund (QAF) Executive Secretary of the U.N. Economic 
and Social Commission on Western Asia (ESCWA) Sabah 
Bakjaji. Princess Basma and Dr. Bakjaji reviewed scopes of 
cooperation between QAF and ESCWA in social fields, with 
special attention paid to women's issues. At the outset of the 
meeting, the Princess briefed Dr. Bakjaji on the activities of QAF 
in stimulating the role of women in the local society. 


Cabinet to set up court in Jizah 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet Monday decided to set up a 
court in the Jizah district, south of Amman. The court will serve 
citizens in the district and the surrounding area. 


Ensour meets with Sudani, Brazilian envoys 


AMMAN (Petra) — Industry and Trade Minister Abdullah 
Ensour Monday received at the ministry, m separate meetings, 
the ambassadors of Sudan and Brazil. Dr. Ensour discussed with 
the two ambassadors bilateral relations between Jordan and their 
respective countries and ways of enhancing them. 


Senate reconsiders illegal acquisition of wealth law 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Upper House of Parliament will meet 
Tuesday to discuss the 1990 draft law on the illegal acquisition of 
wealth. The draft law which was already passed by the Senate and 
returned to the Lower House for review, was referred again to the 
Senate. If the Senate insists on its stand on several articles of the 
law! the Senate and the Lower House will have to meet in a joint 
session to vote on the law. 


Sheikh Tamimi opens Islamic book exhibit 


ZARQA (Petra) — Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Minister Izzeddin 
A1 Kharib A1 Tamimi Monday met with mosque preachers and 
imams at the Zarqa Awqaf Department. Sheikh Tamimi urged 
the imams and preachers to follow the example of Prophet 
Mohammad’s Companions (Sahaba) and to teach citizens the 
principles of their religion. Later in the day, the minister opened 
an Islamic book exhibition at the Men's Islamic Cultural Centre. 
The week-long exhibition includes 3,000 titles on various subjects- 


Dentists to hold conference in April 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 11th Jordanian Dentistry Conference 
will open at the Royal Cultural Centre April 14 with the 
participation of about 600 dentists from Jordan, Arab and foreign 
countries. President of the Jordan Dentists Association (JDA) 
Mohammad Obeidat said the three-day conference will dismiss 45 
working papers on various dental issues. A seminar on Aids will 
also be held as part of the conference's activities at which four 
professors from Baghdad University will speak. Dr. Obeidat said. 


New engineers swear in to trade association 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 120 new engineers were sworn in 
Monday before President of the Jordan Engineers Assocaition 
(JEA) Husni Abu Ghaida as members in the affiocaitiou. Mr. 
Abu Ghaida urged them to respect the ethics and laws of then- 
profession and to perse rvere in serving their country. 


Al-Bashir to limit visitors to 2 per patient 


AMMAN (Petra) — A1 Bashir Government Hospital m Amman 
Sa^ro issue cards for patients staying at the hospital entithng 
O receive only two visitors at a time. Hospital Director 

Makram Nusheiwat said this measure will be minted at the 

surgeries department in order to keep P a ? en ^ c ^. fortab !^2? J to 
Se doctore and nurses to provide the best health care possible. 


Irbid pulls street vendors from dountown 


TRRTD (Petra) — Irbid municipality Monday launched a crack- 
downon street vendors in the city of Irbid to prevent them from 
blocking sidewalks. Street vendors were not aUowed to stay in the 
J^dS™ area which witnessed serious traffic jams in the 

last few days. 


Irbid, Madaba charity panels discuss campaign 


TRRID (Petra) — The Irbid Charity Campaign Committee met 

end. The meeting Basma Social Development Centre m 

members of the Madaba, District Governor 

SehA'I^h 


Pontifical mission plans 
multi-million projects 
for refugees, needy 


By EKa Nasrallah 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — In line with its goals 
to provide help to Palestinian 
refugees and the needy people in 
Jordan, the Amman office of the 
Pontifical Mission for Palestine 
(PMP) is preparing to carry out 
multi-million dollar projects in 
the Kingdom. 

The newly-appointed director 
of the PMP office, the Reverend 
Wiliam D. Corcoran, told the 
Jordan Times Monday that be has 
been discussing with the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy for Palestine refugees (UN- 
RWA) and the Foreign Ministry’s 
Department of Palestinian 
Affairs ways of channelling 
PMP’s financial and in-kind 
assistance. 

"Officials at the Department of 
Palestinian Affairs, particularly 
Mr. Adel Irsheid, the department 
director, welcomed the idea of 
our implementing projects in Jor- 
dan and provided me with a list of 
priorities,” Father Corcoran said. 

"The financially strapped UN- 
RWA also welcomed the move, 
but we are following up more 
talks with the two sides and con- 
ducting feasibility studies on the 
projected schemes,” he added. 

The implementation of pro- 


jects benefiting the refugees and 
needy people in Jordan will be 
supervised and directed by the 
PMP in close cooperation with 
other concerned parties. Father 
Corcoran explained. 

The current priority is to help 
these individuals 4o become self- 
reliant by assisting them in start- 
ing their own businesses or 
financing the purchase of equip- 
ment for their work, the reverend 
said. He added that this approach 
will help to free them from the 
dependency on charitable orga- 
nisations. 

“We have a budget of several 
million dollars to be spent on 
such income-generating projects 
and to partly or wholly finance 
infrastructure projects such as 
sewerage installation in the 
Bakaa refugee camp,” Father 
Corcoran said. 

Established in 1949, the Ponti- 
fical Mission for Palestine en- 
courages and supports projects 
and programmes of emergency 
assistance and relief, care and 
rehabilitation, education and hu- 
man development collaboration 
and services to other agencies, 
the reverend said. He said the 
PMP's operations are mainly 
funded by humanitarian organisa- 
tions in Japan, Germany, 
Switzerland Canada, the U.S. 
and Austria. 


Municipality to bring 
cable cars to Amman, 
but critics favour 
preserving antiquities 


By Markin Boulby 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Construction of Jor- 
dan’s first cable cars will begin 
early April in King Abdullah 
Gardens amidst criticism that the 
project will do nothing for the 
character of Amman or the tour- 
ist industry. 

The JD 1 million municipality 
project contracted with the 
French company POMAGAWS- 
KI, SA is funded by Amman 
businessman Wadi. Zwaideb. 

The 220-metre-long, 18-cable- 
car system will extend from the 
Wadi Saqra colonnade to the hill 
top restaurant of King Abdullah 
Gardens, reaching a height of 40 
metres. 

Construction wiD last approx- 
imately 2 months, employing ab- 
out 50 Jordanians. Approximate- 
ly 70 jobs will be created for 
day-to-day operations. 

This will be one of the most 
advanced cable car systems in the 
Middle East, according to Mr. 
Zwaideh, who said that POMA- 
GAWSK1, SA “are one of the 
best pioneers of able car systems 
in the world.” The company is 
famous for building the cable cars 
at China’s Great Wall. 

“We want everyone to try the 
cable car” Mr. Zwaideh said. The 
charge for a one-way trip will be 
around JD 1 and there may be a 
family rate. 

“The project is something to 
serve the people and they will 
love it” according to Ra'ad A1 
Bakri, Amman Municipality 
Director of Real Estate and In- 
vestment and the architect re- 
sponsible for the project. 

The cable cars wifi offer an 
added attraction to the already 
popular King Abdullah Gardens 
saving people the 200-step climb 
up to the restaurant and provid- 
ing a beautiful view, Mr. A1 Bakri 
said. 


Jordanians especially lack a vi- 
sion of their capital, Mr. Kham- 
mash said. Toe municipality 
should focus on projects such as 
reconstruction of the Ummayad 
Palace, which revive the old city 
centre of Amman. 

“The old, real city of Amman, 
the centre of the city is rotting 
and falling apart, we have not 
arrived at at a position of respect- 
ing our downtown,” he said. 

Mr. Khammash contrasted the 
cable car project unfavourably 
with the United States Agency 
for Internationa] Development 
(USAID) funded project to res- 
tore the Temple of Hercules. 

He commented “it is unfortun- 
ate that USAID puts money Into 
the Citadel project which gives us 
something of our own history, 
while the council puts money into 
cable cars.” 


Mr. A! Bakri responded that 
the government was already 
doing a lot to revive Jordan's 
Arabic and Islamic heritage. He 
also said the municipality had 
“solved a lot of problems” in the 
downtown area since 1981, 
adding traffic lights, widening 
streets and creating a one-way 
system. 

The municipality is not 
opposed to projects in down- 
town, according to Mr. A1 Bakri 
who said “our doors are open to 
any person from the private sec- 
tor who would like to invest in 
any project in downtown or in 
any part of Amman.” 

The revival of Amman’s histor- 
ical sites is the responsibility of 
the government and not the pri- 
vate sector, according to Mr. 
Zwaideh. 


He thinks the project wiU 
attract tourists because of the 


“A lot of people who come 
from outside come to Amman 
because of the geography,” he 
said. “When you go in the cable 
car you can see the beauty of 
Amman buildings with their 
white stone, the beauty of some 
areas in west Amman. Abdoun is 
like Beverly Hills for sure. They 
can go to the point where they 
can see the best areas of the 
capita] of Jordan and this will 
attract a lot of people.” 

Amman architect Ammar 
Khammash did not agree that the 
cable cars will help tourism. 

“Would anyone come from the 
States for a cable car?” he asked, 
adding that the view would only 
be of “ugly roofs.” 

"This municipality project is 
another example of the mentality 
of big schemes that really come 
out of no cultural, historical, so- 
cial or anthropological back- 
ground," Mr. Khammash said, 
arguing that if Jordan wants to 
promote its tourism industry it 
should concentrate on projects 
which enhance its cultural and 
historical heritage especially at a 
time when the country is trymg to 
boost a pan-Arab and pan- 
Islamic identity and His Majesty 
King Hussein is renovating the 
Dome of the Rock. 


Downtown locations including 
the Citadel, were rejected as 
cable car sites for investment 
reasons. King Abdullah Gardens 
was considered a better location 
because it already has restaurants 
and other facilities and attracts 
about 750,000 people a year. 

As a private investor I would 
look number one, where the com- 
pany can be paid back in invest- 
ment,” Mr. Zwaideh said. “I am 
talking about investment itself, I 
am not talking about how to 
revive the history of okl places.” 

Buying the cable cars is “only 
pumping foreign currency out of 
the country” and doing nothing 
to alleviate Jordan’s foreign debt, 
Mr. Khammash argued in a furth- 
er criticism of the project 

Mr. AJ Bakri responded that 
the cable cars project is encourag- 
ing Jordanian business invest- 
ment at home rather than outside 
the country. 

“I am sure that a lot of 
businessmen in Jordan have their 
money outside Jordan. They are 
making profits outside Jordan. 
As a municipality where we can 
help those people to bring their 
foreign currency and make busi- 
ness here it gives them good 
profits and makes Jordan good 
profits too.” 

“I don’t buy that at all,” said 
Mr. Khammash. 

“This is not investment inside 
the country. Are we really invest- 
ing m Jordan when we buy Mer- 
cedes cars? The municipality does 
not see the business of labour- 
intensive, local made items.” 

The inauguration of the cable 
cars is scheduled for June. 
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WHAT’S 


ON 


The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and place with 
the concerned institutions . 


■fr Exhibition of paintings by 
four Arab artists from the 
United States — Ghnda 
Jamal, Helen Khal, Saba 
hfoursi and Afaf Zvrayk — 
at the Abdul Hameed Sho- 
man Foundation Gallery in 
Jabal- Amman, between the 
First and Second Circles 
(10 sum.- 4 pjn.) 

☆ Poster exhibition entitled 
“The British Film Makers 
of tiie 80s” at the British 
CoundL 

☆ Islamic book exhibition at 
tiie Islamic Centre in Zarqa. 
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Fewer ships diverted 
from Aqaba destination, 


but importers still sufferin; 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


die ship was allowed; to proceed 
to Aqaba on Feb. 15, Mr. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament Judiciary 
Committee Monday endorsed a 
teachers union draft law as was 
referred to Parliament by the 
government with minor amend- 
ments. 

In announcing the move, Com- 
mittee Chairman Safim A1 Zoubi 
said the amendments were intro- 
duced to the draft following care- 
ful scrutiny of its provisions on 
the part of committee members. 

He said the teachers union was 
of paramount importance since it 
can enhance the process of demo- 
cracy in Jordan. 

Teachers constitute one of the 
largest sectors in the Jordanian 
society, he added. 

Jordanian teachers, said Mr. 
Zoubi, have been seeking unsuc- 
cessfully to create a union for the 
last few decades. 

The Judiciary Committee has 
assigned a special session to dis- 
cuss the draft law, and it is hoped 
that the firihl version will be 
endorsed by both Houses of Par- 
liament and promptly enforced, 
Mr. Zoubi added. 

The amendments concern the 
union's terms of reference, activi- 
ties, composition of its board and 
union elections, the committee 
chairman explained. 

The creation of the teachers 
law is in line with the resolutions 
of the 1987 National Education 
Conference in Jordan. 

Another resolution allowed for 
the creation of teachers dubs last 
November, and Has Royal High- 
ness Crpwn Prince Hassan 
opened the first club in Amman. 


AMMAN — Cases of cargo ves- 
sels turned away from proceeding 
to Aqaba by the enforcers of the 
international sanctions against 
Iraq have gone down, bat the 
volume of goods being discharged 
at the Red Sea port remains 
considerably low compared with 
the figures prior to the Gulf crisis 
of 1990, shipping officials said 
Monday. 

The last vessel to be inter- 
cepted and diverted was the 
Cyprus-registered Evangelica III, 
which was carrying general cargo 
for Jordanian importers, said Su- 
fi an Mbeisan, an official of the 
Jordanian Shipping Agents Asso- 
ciation (JSAA). 

The Evangelica m, which was 
beading towards Aqaba after call- 
ing at the Libyan port of Tripoli, 
was intercepted on Feb. 2. After 
a few days of waiting in the high 
seas, the vessel proceeded to Port 
Suez, where it restowed contain- 
ers to allow the embargo enfor- 
cers access to the cargo before 
returning to Aqaba. 

The ship was inspected at the 
Than Straits at the mouth of tbe 
Gulf of Aqaba by the Australian 
unit of the American-led multina- 
tional force in the Red Sea; con- 
tainers were opened and resealed 
and cargo manifests and other 
documents were inspected before 


Mheisan said. 

Three ships were diverted to 
Port Suez or other Red Sea ports 
for restowing of cargo to allow 
inspectors access to the holds 
during January, but no cargo was 
refusal entry, he said. 

The high seas inspection 
forces, deployed mostly in the 
Red Sea and the Gulf, have 
intercepted about 16,000 vessels 
since August 1990, when the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council im- 
posed sweeping trade sanctions 
against Iraq following the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 

About 4,000 ships were 
boarded and nearly 400 were 
diverted from proceeding to 
Aqaba. 

Under a new arrangement 
which went into force last month, 
passenger ships are exempt from 
inspection if the details of the 
voyage are given to the sanction 
enforcers 60 days in advance. 

Mr. Mbeisan said the relatively 
low number of ships being di- 
verted iu recent months and of 
cases where cargo was refused 
entry to Aqaba is the direct result 
of shipowners, exporters and im- 
porters being aware of and abid- 
ing by the inspection regulations. 

“In general, shipowners and 
cargo handlers are now familiar 
with the guidelines for inspection 
by the enforcers of the sanctions 
against Iraq and are adopting the 


necessary measures at the point 
of origin.” Mr. Mheisan told the 
Jordan Times. 

“But the importers are paying 
the price for the sanctions ' en- 


forcement in terms of higher il 


freight charged by the shipown- 1 
ers,” he said. ie 

Mr. Mheisan explained that 
since the enforcement guidelines t 
call for access to every piece of it 
cargo aboard the ships, die ship- .ij 
owners were unable to utilise the 1 
full cargo space. As such, they 
levy higher freight charges to - 
make up for the lost cargo space. 

In the meantime, the port of 
Aqaba continues to suffer from a 
dramatic plunge in the volume of 
cargo passing through the port. . . 

In January 1993, the port hand- A 
led 111,500 tonnes of “transit 
cargo” — mostly bound for Iraq 
— compared with 511.000 tonnes 1< 
during the same period in 1989. j 
Jordan-based Iraqi business- j 
men have said that in view of the 
stringent measures adopted by 
the sanction enforcers in the Red e 
Sea, Iraqi importers are in- 
creasingly turning to Turkish ,a 
ports. x 

There is very tittle, if any at all, / 
international inspection of Iraq- ,;e 
bound goods through Turkey. u, 
Tracks ferry the goods un- >* 
loaded overland to Iraq from jl 
Turkish ports and return with 
cheap Iraqi fuel for sale at high ti 
profits in the local market, i 
businessmen say. ii 


Local experts to supervise 
power link-up in Yemen 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An 11- 
membef t eam of technicians and 
specialists in electric power gen- 
eration and distribution from the 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) left for Yemen Monday 
to supervise the implementation 
of a project linking electric net- 
works between Taez and Aden. 

This is a vital project for econo- 
mic development of Yemen, said 
Ayed Abu Snobar, head of JEA’s 
technical Designs Department. 
Mr. Abu Snobar, who is also 
director of the $1.5 million Ye- 
men project said the Taez- Aden 


linkage was one of the most 
important energy projects ever 
undertaken by JEA in Yemen. 

JEA Director Mohammad 
Arafeh said JEA carried out 
several projects m Yemen related 
to power generation and distribu- 
tion, including the joint produc- 
tion of power metres and power 
distribution transformers. 


Mr. Abu Snobar explained that 
the Taez-Aden project will be 
implemented in three stages. The 
first entails managing tenders for 
the construction of the transfer- 


PSD lists 


49 crimes 
in 1 week 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Income 
Tax Department Monday began 
offering a two per cent discount 
to individuals who file their 1993 
income tax statements during 
March. 

Tbe department urged citizens 
to file their statements as soon as 
possible, saying the deadline for 
presenting the statement will be 


The department said indi- 
viduals who present their state- 
ment after the deadline will be 
required to pay a fine ranging 
between two and 24 per cent. 

Early filers who presorted their 
income statements during Janu- 
ary received a 4-6 per cent dis- 
count from the Tax Department. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Between Feb. 
20 and 26, 49 crimes of various 
types were committed in Jordan, 
and 23 of those have already been 
solved, according to die Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Monday. 

A PSD statistical bulletin said 
■ the crimes involved one murder; 
one attempted murder; two 
assaults on persons resulting in 
serious injury; 10 robberies; nine 
thefts by juvenile delinquents; six 
smuggling cases; four car thefts; 
one suicide; two attempted 
suicides; one rape, and one case 
of a stray bullet hitting a ritizra. 

Tbe bulletin also reported an 
accidental land mine blast at the 
border area. 

Tbe PSD said that robberies 
and thefts, including car thefts 
topped the list of crimes. 

lire bulletin described one case 
in which a woman reported the 
disappearance of her car after 
parking it beside a grocery store 
and leaving the engine running 
and the door unlocked. 

The bulletin attributed many of 
the thefts and robberies to negli- 
gence on tbe part of citizens. 

Smuggled items ranged from 
sheep to drugs, the bulletin said, 
adding that Jordan’s central geog- 
raphical location was being ex- 
ploited by drug traffickers. 

The bulletin said tbat although 
suicide cases are rare in Jordan, 
they do occur when the results of 
University or school examina- 
tions are announced or when 
family or clan feuds erupt. It also 
said that some suicides involved 
individuals with mental disorders. 

Meanwhile, a report m Al Ra’i 
Arabic daily Monday said that 
Abdul Hamid Kfaalaileh, 30, was 
murdered at his home at Bakaa 
camp about midnight Sunday. 












Security sources were quoted 
as saying that the victim had been 


a member of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) — General Command of 
Ahmad Jibril. They said the 
assailants had stormed Mr. Kba- 
laileh’s home at night and strang- 
led him to death after binding his 
hands and legs. 

The assailants placed the vic- 
tim's body in a sack and dumped 
it on the side of a toad leading to 
Bakaa, according to the paper's 
report. 

It said police were searching 
the Bakaa area Sunday and Mon- 
day for suspects. 


JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 

Announcement of Tender Availability 
for 

Supply and Installation 

of 

Two (2) Gas Turbines 
Tender No. 519/92 

Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) announces the availability of 
tender document. No. 99/92 for purchase as of March 2nd 
1993. 

The tender consists of supply, erection, testing, commissioning 
and guaranteeing of two (2) gas turbine power generation units 
each of 30 to 40 MW capacity with generators and auxiliaries. 
The tender contains an option for the supply and installation of a 
third gas turbine unit. 

Sealed tenders shall be submitted to the Secretary of JEA 
Tendering Committee before 10:00 a.m. Amman time, 7th June 
1993 at the JEA offices in Amman. 

Tender documents are available at the address given below for 
a non-refundable fee of JD 1,000 payable to JEA for each set 
(two copies of the tender documents). 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
. Jabal Amman - 7th Circle 
Post Office Box 2310 
Amman, Jordan 

Telex; 21259 JEASAK, Fax No.: 818336 
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mer station and distribution net- : 
works. The second involves die 1 
purchase of materials for the link- f 
age, and third, the implements- cl 
tion of the engineering part of the f 
project. R 

When completed the linkage 
will enable more Yemenis to sub- r{ 
scribe to the national electricity t 
corporation, Mr. Abu Snobar | 
said. 


Yemen and Jordan have - 
cooperated in energy and mineral 
resources projects over the last 
three years. 
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A case for government 
intervention? 

THE PROTEST by parents and students at the New 
English School over the school’s decision to hike its 
fees by about 50 per cent as of next year raises a 
serious issue on the advisability of governmental 
intervention *ii such matters. 

On one hand, there is a growing conviction in most 
countries that the “least government is the best 
government” and that the less the state interferes in 
how people run their businesses, schools and hospitals 
the better. This school of thought gained currency in 
the wake of the dismal failure of not only communism 
hut also socialism in practically all the countries that 
introduced them as a panacea to their economic, social 
and political woes. 

Historically, when the Industrial Revolution 
emerged from the ruins of feudalism in 18th century 
Europe, laissez faire economies prevailed in most of 
the continent and non-government intervention was 
absent. However, the Industrial Revolution brought 
about soda], economic and political problems that 
gave rise to labour unions and labour disputes that 
ultimately prompted additional legislations and in- 
creased governmental intervention aiming to resolve 
the unrest and instability that ensued. In some 
societies, governmental interference took the form of 
extreme socialism and communism. 

We all know now the fate of this medicine and 
peoples across the world are weary about reintroduc- 
ing it in some form or the other. Yet the diagnosis of 
the ills that caused the rise of governmental control 
needs to be undertaken once again in a bid to elimina te 
or at least reduce to the bear minimum the opportuni- 
ties for state direct involvement in decision-making 
that can be best handled by the people themselves. The 
surest way to arrive at this happy state of affairs is to 
have our private institutions act responsibly and justly 
in order to avoid the causes that prompt government 
agencies to step into the fray. More important of 
course is for people to organise themselves in parties, 
leagues, societies and pressure groups in order to 
defend their interests. 

Admittedly the Ministry of Education interference 
in the running and operation of private schools is the 
last thing that sensible people want. Wherever the 
ministry intervened, it caused more problems than it 
had solved. This is not to mention the fact that the 
quality of education at most of the private institutions 
of learning in Jordan has deteriorated considerably 
due to governmental regulations on curricula, tex- 
tbooks and modes and style of education. 

No one would seriously want the concerned author- 
ities to step still into other areas of education. On the 
other hand, owners or co-owners of private elementary 
and secondary schools are called upon to weigh heavily 
the social, economic and educational ramifications of 
their decisions in order to abort all plans for increased 
state actions. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in AJ Ra'i commented on the explosions in 
Cairo. New York and London by claiming that the blasts caused 
by the perpetrators of the Gulf War and the aggressors, have 
started to reach them and destabilise their own countries. Tareq 
Masarweh said that the Gulf War took place under the present 
imbalance in world order with the United States wielding sole 
hegemony over other nations playing the role of sole superpower. 
The blasts and the civil strife as well ns regional conflicts, he said, 
•arc bound to happen everywhere in the world even in New York 
and London, not only in the Gulf, in the former Yugoslavia, in 
Afghanistan and Somalia as triggered by the LLS.-Ied Western 
coalition. With (he downfall of the Soviet Union, the world has 
witnessed the collapse of the United Nations, the Arab League, 
the Third World movement and the numerous divisions among 
nations and blocs simply due to the lack of superpower balance 
and a force that could stem U.S. hegemony, said the writer. The 
world was more balanced with two superpowers and the United 
Nations was heller functioning than today, while the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of various nations were safeguarded to the 
best interest of the world at large, said the writer. He said that 
Washington’s victory over the world enabled die rulers of Kuwait 
to come out victorious over Iraq and the Arab Nation at large, it 
enabled the Serbs to wage war on the Muslims of the former 
Yugoslavia and unleashed the hidden forces in the former Soviet 
Union in I he form of regional strife and factional wars. The writer 
said that these victories have created world-wide chaos whose 
consequences ore hard to stop. 

A columnist in A1 Ra'i daily tackled the Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC) decision to disrupt partial services to tele- 
phone subscribers who fail to pay their dues for the past two 
months. Ziyad AI Shiileh said that during the month of Ramadan, 
j the office hours of banks accepting the bills and those of the TCC 
i itself have shrunk, reducing the chance for the public to settle 
■ payments, it that the TCC had overlooked the fact that 

; -jee hn» : • ■ •’> -ink ti>:: in?, <i:-. month of Ramadan, with the TCC 
f o,\ > ' ’■ • : - urs. This, he said, is 

j ■: • -■ • • . . . .■• v ■’bars r:..s!.tr.v* 

j : • : vke their payment in hme before the TCC embarks on its 
i :■ :n nf disrupting the service. The writer said that it would be 
| '.■••■ «n the part of the TCC lo defer taking any measure in this 
n ~ a J until the month of Ramadan is over so as to give more time 
l«» f, .‘bscribers to make their payment. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Have another serving of diplomatic soul food 


THE SIX-point compromise agreement now being proposed to 
restart the Arab- Israeli peace talks is, like so many other 
phenomena around here, an exercise in ancient Middle Eastern 
spirituality that is good for the soul. It is appropriate to our Holy 
Land because its acceptance and application rely on faith rather 
than on anything more concrete. 

If the agreement allows the peace talks to resume, then we 
should applaud it and get on with the business of negotiating an 
Arab-Israeli peace accord that would secure Palestinian and other 
Arab national rights. We should not ignore the small moral gams 
inherent in die accord, but neither should we fool ourselves into 
.thinking that we have achieved a major triumph. 

The importance of the compromise accord does not lie m its 
particular political content, but rather in its contextual symbol- 
ism, i.e. it does not change the balance of power between Israelis 
and Arabs and it has little real impact on the lives of the 
Palestinian people as a whole. But it does slightly tighten the 
diplomatic rope around Zionism’s militaristic neck. It is a symbol 
of the increasingly narrow room for manoeuvre that Israel enjoys 
in the world today. 

Clearly, the Arabs and Israelis want to resume the peace talks, 
but we the Arabs need a face-ssaving formula to do so without 
appearing to have forgotten about the 400 Palestinians expelled to 
southern Lebanon. 

The compromise accord provides precisely such a formula, 
despite its obvious weaknesses. Most of the points of the 
agreement, as it stands today and as outlined in the press, appear 
to be sufficiently vague that Israel can ignore them or inteipret 
them in such a narrow way that they become meaningless. The 
“commitments" expected from Israel either have no mechanism 
for implementation, or can be implemented in a very limited 
manner that denudes or even defies their political spirit. 

For example. Israel may stop deporting people, but instead it 
will keep killing them, or jailing them for decades at a time, or 
blowing op their homes, or forcing them to stay at home without 
work. It will allow back half a dozen politically low-key 
Palestinians who were expelled in previous years, and it will allow 
the 400 expellees in southern Lebanon to return home later this 
year, after arguing that they served their sentences and therefore 
their return is politically insignificant. 

Israel will also discuss U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338 and the status of Jerusalem at the next round of talks, but 
only within the context of its own interpretations. And both Israel 
and the United States will say they are against human rights 
violations, but will accept most of Israel's routine human rights 
violations as an unavoidable Israeli response to alleged Arab 


terrorism and security threats. 

This is a gloomy assessment, but, then, this has been a gloomy 
half century; to escape it through fantasy rides into zones of 
political make-believe may be.fun and therapeutic, but is not very 
constructive in terms of diplomatic progress to contain Zionism 
and restore Palestinian and other Arab rights. 

The compromise agreement on offer now is a classic piece of 
inter-Semitic diplomatic verbiage — words that sound good, but 
that relate less to the real world of human beings and their 
material needs, and more to the Arab and Israeli soul's need to 
avoid shame and humiliation. 

Furthermore, the position of the United States will be crucial 
for the implementation of the accord, which gets ns back to the 
central dilemma of the Arabs in die ament peace talks: We 
expect and rely on more activist American intervent ion in the 
peace talks, yet virtually unquestioning American support for 
Israel is one of the mam reasons we have been occupied, 
subjugated and humiliated by Israel in the last quarter of a 
century. We anticipate that the financier, armourer, and diploma- 
tic shield of our enemy will suddenly become our benefactor and 
ally. This is highly illogical and very improbable; bnt in this land 
of miracles, prophecy and magical morality, it's probably stan- 
dard operating procedure. Like I said, it’s all very spiritual, 
requiring modi blind faith. 

That's the bad news. 

The good news is that, despite all the above, we should 
recognise the positive elements inherent in tbe compromise 
agreement. The most important gain for us was contained in the 
initial U.S.-Israeli compromise formula presented to the U.N. 
Security Council a month ago, by which Israel expressed its 
readiness to take back about 100 expellees immediately and the 
rest by the end of this year. Such an Israeli reversal of policy, in 
response to Arab and international demands that it implement the 
provisions of Security Council Resolution 799, is' a powerful sign 
that Israel’s heretofore total defiance of Arab rights, international 
positions, and U.N. resolutions is beginning to crack. This is 
unprecedented, and therefore very important, because it sets tbe 
stage for possibly greater Palestinian and Arab gains in the peace 
talks. 

Tbe larger picture around the peace talks is now becoming 
dear, about one and a half yea$; after the process opened in 
Madrid. Israel will not voluntarily relinquish land, power, natural 
resources or its own nationalistic phantasies and mythology. Nor 
will the United States suddenly see the light and push hard for 
Palestinian and Arab national rights. The process is slower and 
more subtle. It is a process by which Israel's gross injustice to the 
Palestinians and its aggression against Arab states in modern 
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Iraq rebuffed yet again 

U.N. sees little progress in Baghdad’s declaration 
that it will allow long-term monitoring of its weapons 


By Randall Palmer 

Reuter 

MANAMA — U.N. officials sat 
up and took notice when they 
heard Iraq bad declared that it 
accepted long-term monitoring of 
its weapons capabilities. 

A dispute over long-term 
monitoring is one of tbe problems 
preventing the U.N. special com- 
mission (UNSCOM), which over- 
sees the weapons destruction, 
from declaring Iraqi compliance 
with Gulf war ceasefire terms. 
This is essential for any lifting of 
sanctions. 

But when they saw the details 
of the statement, the officials 
reacted with scepticism, saying 
that Baghdad was still failing to 
comply with U.N. demands. 

Lieutenant-General Amer 
Rasheed, head of die Iraqi Milit- 
ary Industrialisation Commission 
which oversaw development of 
big weapons programmes, told 
Reuters in Baghdad on Friday: 
“We are ready for long-term 
monitoring... we are committed 
to it." 

The United Nations has in- 
sisted that Iraq specifically accept 
U.N. Security Council 'Resolu- 
tion 7‘5. which sets the details of 
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will work. 

“He is certainly making posi- 
tive noises, a positive declaration 
about their willingness to con- 
tinue in long-term inspections,'' 
said Douglas England, UN- 


SCO Ms spokesman in Bahrain. 

“But it (the interview) doesn’t 
really mention 715. which the 
commission continues to mention 
as a condition." 

Among other important de- 
mands UNSCOM has made is 
that Iraq reveal who supplied the 
weapons systems and compo- 
nents, in order to choke off these 
supply routes. Inspectors have 
also said Iraq must stop making 
what they said were false declara- 
tions. 


view Friday that the Iraqi lead- 
ership had issued orders for tbe 
implementation of the Gulf war 
ceasefire terms in Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 687 “in a positive 
and constructive way." 

Mr. Englund responded: 
“They have said they accept 687 
and the provisions of 687 and that 
indudes long-term monitoring. If 
pressed, they say 'we accept long- 
term monitoring.’" 

But he said Iraqi polity has 
been to reject 715 as too intru- 


“(The Iraqis) have cried wolf one too many 
times for me, and I have stopped reading 
too much into such remarks,” a Western 
diplomat 


No definitive progress has been 
made on these issues. Iraq says it 
is willing to positively consider 
requests for information on the 
supply network but has so far 
refused to answer questions 
already put. 

Mr. Rasheed's tone had 
changed since a conversation he 
had with a U.N. inspector in 
T U.S. 

President George Bush was still 
in power. He said then he would 
break the backs of any Iraqi 
providing information to the 
U.N. teams. 

Mr. Rasheed said in the inter- 


sm. 

U.N. officials say it is not up to 
Iraq to reject a Security Council 
Resolution. Tbe reason they are 
pressing for formal acceptance is 
to try to ensure that Iraq does not 
raise obstacles similar to those it 
has in the past. 

In January, in the twilight of 
the Bush administration. B3«h- 

kors to fly into Iraq, directly 
contravening Security Council re- 
solutions. 

UNSCOM Chief Rolf Ekeus 
gave specific details in New York 
in describing bow on Feb. 22 Iraq 


twice threatened to shoot down a 
U.N. helicopter that was partici- 
pating in inspections near Bagh- 
dad. General Rasheed denred 
there had been any threat. 

The question of sanctions is 
crucial to the oil markets, which 
would tumble if Iraq were re- 
admitted without restrictions, 
and to financial markets as well. 

Iraq has spumed a U.N. offer 
to let it produce about half a 
million barrels per day (BPD) — 
it rejects die U.N. conditions of 
the deal. But those in the industiy 
think it could pump two million 
BPD if sanctions were lifted com- 
pletely. 

It is not only the opinion of 
U.N. inspectors that counts. 
Security CoudcO members will 
ultimately have to agree to lift 
the sanctions, imposed as a result 
of Iraq’s August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

A diplomat from one perma- 
nent Western member of tbe. 
Security Council said he did not 
give much credence to Mr. 
Rasheed’s remarks. 

“Those boys have cried wolf 
(raised false alarms) one too 
many times for me, and I've 
stopped reading too much into 
such remarks." he said. 

He added that he doubted Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
wanted to return to the market 
for now because he could keep 
his Kurdish and Shiite Musfim 
opponents deprived while con- 
tinuing to take good care of those 

who surround him. 
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Orferof 19th century cotomalisin, 
the early 20th century quest for post-colonial impenal advamagc, 
and^the niid-to-late2Wi century demise 
ideologies such as Fascism, Nazism, socialist nationalism. Com- 
munism, apartheid, and racism. 

Ziomsmand brad have relied on several powerful allies m 
recent decades, including European and American gmlt owr die 
Jewish Holocaust, tbe transparent J* 

imperial fantasy and American electoral politics, IsraeTs sen- 
pro lection as a bulwark against the spread of Communism m the 
Arab World, and the traditional Arab refusal to negotiate peace 

with brael. .. , , < . 

Hie first three factors above have disappeared or are slowly 
doing so. brael has few commercial deals left to make wm the 
West, and few emotional buttons left to push in its traditional 
quest for national dominance over the Arabs. And now , the peace 
mifc^ have taken away Israel's last major crutch — that it was not 
accepted in tbe region and that no Arabs would negotiate with it. 

■ The peace talks are just now starting to show their true histone 
importance. In the absence of Arab military strength or toe Arab 
will to use existing capabilities, diplomacy is today our best and 
probably only means of progress in the battle with Zionism. 

The small but significant concessions we have obtained from 
Israel and the United States in tbe last two months should not be 
under-estimated; they are important signals of cha nging tim es. 
They occured partly because transformed global circumstances 
peeled away the thick outer layers of our conflict and forced 
Arabs and Israelis to get down to discussing the core issue of 
coexistence. But I believe that the concessions happened primari- 
ly because we and the Israelis are now locked in a negotiating 
context in winch it is impossible to evade the central issues of 
Arab and Israel! national rights. 

Let us keep an honest perspective: The compromise over 
Resolution 799 will not make much difference to the peace talks, 
bnt tbe success of the peace talks will prevent future incidents 
such as the recent mass expulsions of the 400 Palestinians. This 
seems to be reflected in the relatively methodical and mature 
Arab approach to resuming the peace talks, on the baas of the 
compromise offer over Resolution 799 that is now on tbe table. ' 
If this sort of rationality, realism, gradualism and composure 
will guide Arab diplomacy from now on, we have much to look 
forward to, and tbe Israelis have much to worry about. 

© Rami G. Khouri 1993 


LETTERS 

A U.N. precedence 
pass unnoticed 

To the Editor: 

LAST WEEK the Commission on Human Rights of the United Nations 
adopted a resolution condemning Israel's violation of human rights in the 
occupied territories. The commission also appointed a special rapporteur 
to monitor IsraeTs actions in this area. The relevant text is as follows: 

4. (Tbe commission) decides to appoint a special rapporteur with the 
following mandate: 

a) To investigate 'brad’s violations of the principles and bases of 
international law, international humanitarian law. the Geneva Conven- 
tion relative to the protection of civilian persons in time of war, of 12 
August 1949, in die Palestinian territories occupied by Israel since 1967. 

b) To receive communications, to hear witnesses and use such 
modalities of procedure as he may deem necessary for his mandate. 

c) To report, with his condusions and recommendations, to the 
commission on human rights at its future sessions, until the end of the 
Israeli occupation of those territories. 

Although this was an unprecedented positive action taken by the 
United Nations, the load press did not feel it necessary to dedicate to it 
more than a few brief lines. It should be highlighted that this move by the 
commission on Human Rights is of great importance to the Arab-lsradi 
conflict and more importantly to Palestinians in the occupied territories 
whose rights have been violated throughout Israel's occupation of these 
territories. i 

The text of the resolution brings out some very important issues in tins ! 
area. For the first time, a U.N. resolution has referred to the territories ! 
occupied since 1967 as "Palestinian territories occupied by Israel since ; 
1967.” This is a dear indication of the U.N.'s stand concerning the 
ownership of the territories in question — dearly defining the owner and 
occupier. 

Tbe resolution, in its dear definition of ownership, has reinforced the , 
text of Security Council Resolution 242 of 22 Nov. 1967, which tbe Arabs ; 
have been attempting to establish as the basis of all negotiations during 1 
the peace talks. Tbe resolution also goes on to indicate the laws and 
conventions being violated by Israel and enforcing the demand to abide by 
these laws and conventions. In doing so, it has openly stated that Israel is 
in reality a violator of human rights who should be stopped. 

In appointing a rapporteur to monitor Israel’s actions and to report 
bade to the Commission on Human Rights, it is sending Israel the dear 
message that it acknowledges the rights of the Palestinians, IsraeTs I 
violations of these rights, and the fact that “someone is watching over" ! 
what is happening in the occupied territories. For the Palestinians, this is 
encouraging in that it not only acknowledges their rights and the violations 
of these rights, but h also gives them the right to protest to an 
international authority against these violations. 

Tbe U.N. should be commended on finally taking such positive steps 
towards protecting the human rights of Palestinians in the occupied 
territories, in spite of the protests made against this resolution by the U.S. 
The Arabs can only hope that this resolution will be implemented 
properly and consistently, unlike previous resolutions concerning tbe 
occupied territories. The world finally seems to acknowledge the fact that 
Palestinians are also humans whose rights are of no less importance than 
any other, and that they are in d e sp era te need of tbe protection of these 
rights. This is step forward which may precede other positive steps 
towards achieving the peaceful and just solution to the Arab- Israeli 
conflict. 

Ghadah Mahmoud, 

American- Arab 

Anti-rilsc riinfaintiw i Committee, 
Amman . 

Education or 
commerce? 

To the Editor: 

ft* aHof to "disgruntled’' parents and undents of 
Nf* (NES) as weD as a vast majority of teachers, in 

blanking tbe Jordan Tunes for giving this fee dispute issue the attention h 

5C ^? 1 cx Pf nded was taken over by a b usinessman . 
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turned home. 

“These operations will con- 
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Abramov, 27, police 

Seven of the nine wounded 

hos Pital with 
m©*um to ligjit injuries, medical 
authorities said, 

A mob waylaid the assailant 

and he was beaten with a metal 
pipe before a police vehicle ar- 
rived and hustled him away 

.Gaza, home to 750,000 Palesti- 
nians. has been sealed in the oast 
most recently for a week in 
cemter as punishment for an 
ambush by Muslim fundamental- 
ist guerrillas that killed three 
Israeli soldiers. 

Hatf_ of Gaza's labour force 
works m Israel, and closures hit 
the impoverished area hard. 

Fathi A1 Shukald, secretary- 
general of the Islamic Jihad, said 
m Damascus Monday’s attack re- 
sponded to Israel's expulsion of 
415 Palestinians who belonged to 
his group and to Hamas, another 
fundamentalist organisation. 

Mr. Shukala said Sflmi was an 
active member of the Islamic 
Jihad. 

“TTie man who carried out the 
operation is Ziyad Salim Sihni 
who is an active member of the 
Islamic Jihad,” Mr. Shukald said. 

He said the attack was part of 
the group's “resistance a gains t 
the Zionist occupation” and 
pledged more attacks against 


M out the attack, Mr. Shukald said, 
a . I confirm that Ziyad is a mem- 


seedy commercial 3 dktSl tn a ■ “ l confirm that Ziyad 

•k* — near ber of the Islamic Jihad. What 


docs that mean?” 

Mr- Shukaki denied the Israeli 
police statement that Sihni car- 
ried out the attack because he 
was angered by his failure to find 
work. 

“Israel's claim Hmi Ziyad acted 
because he was upset over not 
finding work is completely un- 
true ” He said. 

Mr. Shukald said he learned 
details of the operation from 
members of his group inside the 
Israeli-occupied territories. He 
did not say how he made contact 

There are do direct com- 
munications links between Syria 
and Israel but several Damascus- 
based Palestinian groups contact 
their members in the West Bank 
and Gaza by fax through a third 
country. 

France condemned the attack 
and said the fate of the Middle 
East peace talks hinged on both 
rides trying to defuse hatred in 
the occupied territories. 

Foreign ministry spokesman 
Daniel Bernard said the violence 
could not be justified and would 
not help any lasting solution of 
the Palestinian problem. 

‘‘Killing unarmed civilians 
shocks our conscience and de- 
serves our condemnation,” he 
told reporters. 

“The c u rrent atmosphere in 
the occupied territories is detest- 
able and it is urgent to improve it 
through peace gestures from both 
sides,” Mr. Bernard said. 


Christopher confident of April talks 

(Coatbwed from page 1) intense efforts to defuse the crisis 
message from Mr. Mubarak to over expulsions. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Mr. Rabin sounded a tough 
Rabin and conducted talks on the stance on the issue Sunday saying 
Middle East peace process and other states had “no right what- 
the latest developments in the 


region. 

Dr. Baz also met Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres Sunday. 

Palestinians, who have not 
agreed to resume peace talks, 
want Mr. Rabin to accelerate the 
return of all the Palestinians be 
expeOed to Lebanon in Decem- 
ber and to promise not to use 
expulsions again. 

Egypt has been involved in 


soever” to condition further 
peace talks on Israel curbing its 
anti-Palestinians measures. 

His speech to American Jewish 
leaders came while Dr. Baz was 
visiting to discuss the stalled 
peace talks. 

Dr. Baz said after an hour-long 
meeting with Mr. Rabin that he 
gave him a message from Mr. 
Mubarak about peace talks, but 
would not elaborate. 


PLO disagrees with expellee leader 


(Continued from page 1) 


at giving Israel more time to win 
ground at the expense of the 
suffering of the deportees and 
their families,” said Dr. Rhntiri 
at the expellees' makeshift camp. 

“If Israel does not agree that 
deportations are illegal then the 
t’ Y problem win still be pending," he 
added. 

Sources said one of the points 
in the U.S. plan, assembled last 
week by Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher in Israel, was the 
accelerated return of the expel- 
lees “in compliance with” 799. 

They also include a “binding 
commitment” from Israel not to 
carry out more expulsions, a U.S. 
statement that expulsions are 
illegal and a U.S. commitment 
that the Jewish state will fully 
implement 799. 

Dr. Rantisi said the exiles were 
opposed to implementation of 
799 being linked to the other 
points in the U.S. suggestions. 

• “Christopher's proposals con- 
^ tradict resolution 799 calling for 
our immediate and safe return,” 
Dr. Rantisi said. The exiled men 


demand they all go back together 
and rejected a phased return. 

“We are surprised at the U.S. 
stand ... Christopher talks of 
heading towards resolving the de- 
portees’ case despite the fact that 
Resolution 799 exists but im- 
plementing it has been delayed.” 
he added. # 

Mr. Christopher said Sunday 
he thought Arabs would agree to 
resume peace talks with Israel in 
April ami there would soon be 
developments to ease the obsta- 
cle caused by the expulsions. 

A Palestinian wielding a com- 
mando knife killed two people 
and wounded nine in Tel Aviv 
Monday before being caught and 
beaten by Israelis. Police said be 
came from the Gaza Strip. 

The fundamentalist group Isla- 
mic Jihad said one of its members 
carried out the stabbings in re- 
sponse to the eaqpulsoDS ■ 

Dr. Rantisi said the ' attack 
proved that the expulsions would 
never improve security for Israel 
as Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin claimed shortly after he 
ordered the expulsions. 

“Now be sees the truth in front 
of his eyes,” Dr. Rantisi said. 


Hamas denies seeking to replace PLO 


(Cmtiaucd from page O 


into accepting Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher’s six-point 
plan and return to the negotiating 
table scheduled in April. 

The plan, which the PLO said 
needed some improvement be- 
fore accepting it and which was 
completely rejected 'by Hamas 
and tbe expellees, includes the 
“accelerated return of tire evic- 
tees in compliance with resolu- 
tion 799,” which calls on Israel to 
immediately repatriate all the 
I evictees. Hamas and the evictees 
insist on tbe full implementation 
of 799 and say that the PLO 
acceptance or rejection of the 
offer to return to the negotiations 
has no impact on Hamas’ position 
since it opposes the peace talks 


al 


, .vr 




Nazzal, who maintained 
that the ambassadors he met with 
agreed on the full implementa- 
tion of Resolution 799, said that 
the PLO “should know better 
than to worry about Hamas be- 
coming an alternative lead- 
ership.” 

“We are rejected by the West 
where we are considered Islamic 
fundamentalists,’' Mr. Nazzd 

said “It is also difficult for the 
Wei to swallow our policy of 
liberation from the sea to the 

river ” 

Hamas, like all other Islamist 
groups, opposes the peiree talks 
L SSTaTbared cm Secnnty 
(J Council resolution 242 and 338 


calling for Israel's withdrawal 
from the territories it occupied in 
1967, insists on taking back all of 
Palestine and refuses to recognise 
Israel. 

Mr. Nazzal reiterated that 
Hamas was trying to convince 
Western governments that its 
aimed activity -was limited to the 
occupied territories against 
Israeli occupation forces and not 
against civilian targets, nor 
against Western targets outside 
Palestine. “Thus we do not fall 
under the definition of terror- 
ists," be said. Hamas has claimed 
responsibility to tbe killing of 
more than six Israeli soldiers, 
including an officer the group 
kidnapped before killing. Tbe 
killings were cited by Israel as 
one of the main reasons for the 
expulsions.- 

Meanwhile, an American de- 
nial was conveyed to die Palesti- 
nians of recent statements by a 
State Department official that the 
U.S. continued to consider tbe 
PLO as a ‘'terrorist” group to 


justify its rejection of resunun^ 


the U.S.-FLO dialogue 
sources told the Jonfian Times. . 

The sources said that the PLO 
had protested against the Amer- 
ican statements labelling it as 
“terrorist.” The State Depart- 
ment sent a letter to the Palesti- 
nians reassuring them that “these 
statements were tbe personal 
opinion of one official, and the 
admi nist ration policy does not 
regard the PLO as a terrorist 
organisation.” 


Milosevic’s 
unchallenged 
reign 


By July ana Mojsikmc 
The Associated Press 


BELGRADE — Serb intellec- 
tuals increasingly warn of a dark- 
ness descending on their nation 
condemned by the world as insti- 
gator of wars in neighbouring 
Croatia and Bosnia. 


Many of their countrymen 
seem moved by appeals to 
nationalism, and appear not to 
notice the destruction caused by 
the dream of a greater Serbia. 

Others see no point in opposing 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
and his allies. 

“People here live in a parallel 
reality,” said Dragan Popuabic, a 
social psychologist and professor 
at Belgrade University. “It is not 
important what is really going on. 
What matters is how somebody 
authoritative interprets to them 
what is going on.” 

As Yugoslavia disintegrated, 
Mr. Milosevic demanded that all 
Serbs live in one state. He backed 
rebels who seized a third of 
Croatia and 70 per cent of 
Bosnia. 

Almost two years of fighting 
has left 150,000 people dead or 
missing and 2 imJUon refugees. 
The dream hasn't come true, and 
enthusiasm seems to be waning. 

At home, Mr. Milosevic faces 
an estimated 40 per cent on em- 
ployment, monthly inflation of 
more than 200 per cent, a 50 per 
cent, a 50 per cent plus drop in 
industrial production and average 
wages of less than $50 monthly. 
Serbia is the target of internation- 
al trade sanctions because it is, 
blamed for violence in Croatia 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Serbs in Croatia rebelled when 
that republic declared its indepe- 
dence from Yugoslavia. Violence 
resumed in Croatia last month, 
when Croats launched an offen- 
sive to take back some territoiy. 
lost to Serbs during the 1991 civil 


war. 


Serbs in Bosnia began fighting 
a year ago, after that republic’s 
Croats and Muslims declared in- 
dependence. 

“What can we do?” asked Vel- 
ja Arsic, a worker at a state run 
Belgrade factory. “If we go onto 
tbe streets peacefully, they will 
let us stay there for ages. If a 
demonstration turns violent, they 
“Will crush us with police, army, 
tanks.” 

When workers get restive ab- 
out low salaries or bad condi- 
tions, the government simply 
prints more money, he said. 

Mr. Milosevic handily won 
elections in December. Despite 
allegations of widespread cheat- 
ing, it is dear that many- people* 
voted for him and for even more, 
extreme nationalists. 

“Rather than seriously faring 
their frustration for losing wars 
and hopes, Serbs either choose 
not to believe what's happening 
to them — or blame others for 
it,” Mr. Papadic said. 



Historian Vasilije Krestic is 
among the many who embrace 
official propaganda that proclaim 
Serbs to be victims of an interna- 
tional conspiracy. 


“The vilification of Serbs is a 
result of a Gerpian and Austrian 
conspiracy to win back what they 
lost in 1910 and' 1945,” Mr. Kres- 


tic declared. 

“Itt will take ages before the 
majority of Serbs realise that 
their status ...depends on them- 
selves and their rational be- 
haviour towards the standards of 
the modem world,” said Zoran 
Djindjic, a philosopher and a 
leader of the opposition Demo- 
cratic Party. 


Mr. Milosevic himself, deset 
with domestic problems, seems 
keen to at least appear the peace- 
maker. 


In January 1992, he forced 
Croatia’s Serbs to accept an inter- 
national peace deal. This Janu- 
ary, he pressed Bosnia’s Serbs to 
attend peace talks 


Ecologists decry 
Mexico’s slow pace 
in clearing pollution 


By Christine Tierney 

Reuter 


MEXICO CITY — More than a 
decade since the government first 
drafted a plan to clean up air 
pollution in Mexico-City, ecolog- 
ists and residents despair that 
little has been done to solve the 
problem. 

During the winter months, a 
thick brown haze hangs over the 
city, the product of three million 
vehicles and 30,000 factories 
spewing contaminants into the 
air. 

Ozone levels routinely climb 
over twice the maximum levels 
considered safe by the World 
Health Organisation, afld on the 
worst day it is not unusual to see 
pedestrians holding handker- 
chief to their faces to filter the 
polluted air. 

The government of President 
Carlos Salinas de Gortari has 
enacted a number of anti- 
pollution laws, but to little effect, 
environmentalists say. because 
the measures are inadequate, 
■poorly enforced and superseded 
by economic concerns. 

“We’re not seeing any reduc- 
tion in the contamination." said 
Homero A rid j is. a former ambas- 
sador to Switzerland and the 
Netherlands who formed the en- 
vironmental lobby. El Grupo de 
Gen (the group of 100). in 1985. 

The seemingly intractable 
problem is the result of many 
factors. Like many Hurd World 
cities, the Mexican capital has 
been a magnet for millions of 
impoverished people from small 
villages seeking a better life. with, 
the result that its population has 
exploded from one million in the 
1940s to more than 20 million 
today. 

And as the primary centre of 
wealth in Mexico — a third of the 
nation's gross domestic product is 
generated here — the city has 
attracted thousands of manufac- 
turing plants seeking nearby mar- 
kets for their goods. 

Mexico City's rapid growth has 
outpaced the public transport sys- 
tem so that highways are con- 
stantly dogged with" cars. The 
fumes from the vehicles and 
plants, in turn, pour into air that, 
because the city is at an altitude 
of 2.417 metres, has aquarter less 
oxygen than at sea level and is 
trapped by surrounding moun- 
tains. 

When air pollution levels climb 
to dangerous levels. Mexican au- 
thorities announce that factories 
must cut production to reduce 
emissions, but the orders apply to 
only 214 of the valley's 311.000 
plants. 

That, said Mr. Aridjis, is in- 
dicative of the insufficiency of the 
government's response and also 
its unwillingness to compromise 
Mexico's delicate economy by re- 


ducing industrial output. 

“The government's position is 
that you cannot paralyse Mexico 
Gty's economy,” he said. 

The federal prosecutor for the 
protection of the environment. 
Santiago Onate. acknowledges 
that production cutbacks need to 
be expanded to more companies, 
but says the government is hin- 
dered by the legacy of past econo- 
mic problems. 

Many factories, strapped for 
cash, use outdated technology 
ill-equipped for pollution control. 
And Mexican workers are largely 
untrained in the art of maintain- 
ing what modem, clean-burning 
equipment there is. he said. 

An economic crisis provoked 
by Mexico's huge foreign debt in 
the 1980s stowed industrial in- 
vestment and dried up public 
funds that might have been spent 
on the environment. 

The government finally ac- 
quired two helicopters last month 
to look for polluting factories, 
which has helped in enforcement 
of existing laws. Mr. Onate said. 
Although ozone, which is formed 
when unburned hydrocarbons 
react with sunlight, remains a 
problem, lead and sulphur diox- 
ide emissions are down, he told 
Reuters. 


“We’re seeing a trend of grea- 
ter compliance." he said. 

Still, the heart of the problem 
is vehicles, which are blamed for 
70 per cent of the city's pollution. 

Inadequate public transport 
means that reliance on cars is 
heavy. Only last year were auto 
manufacturers required to install 
pollution control devices on cars, 
so the vast majority of those on 
the road emit a steady stream of 
pollutants. 

In an attempt to cut the num- 
ber of cars in circulation, the 
government requires motorists to 
leave their vehicles at home one 
day a week. 

But progress in reducing car 
emissions has been slight, in part 
because of the public's unwilling- 
ness to give up their cars. 

Many commuters confess to 
getting around restrictions either 
by buying a second car or by 
bribing police who stop them if 
they are violating the govern- 
ment's order. 


"The transit police are very 
corrupt and they are the first to 
violate the law,” Mr. Aridjis said. 

The environmental leader said 
the pollution problem is exacer- 
bated by Mexico's traditional 
workday of 12 hours, broken up 
by a four-hour siesta. Workers 
typically drive home and back 
during the siesta, clogging the 
roads in the afternoon in addition 
to the morning and evening rush 
hours. 

He criticised the government 
for not taking the initiative to 
change the tradition. 



JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMAR ISONS 

tel. 604676 604696 




5 CROWN JQVTL EST. 1 


s Packing, shipping 
= Forwjarding, storage 

§ worldwide Removals 

Air, . Sea and Land 
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iu earns rasnffsnras 


YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 


* Kais Diyctean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

* UphoJstry, curtains & carpets 
dealing 

6 Branches af YOUR Service . 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821S56, Fax 
• 828183 


IpJ 



... 




4 RENT S- SALE 

•- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further details, 
please call: ' 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/81 0809 
Fax: 810520 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


|<frca lbd-3-30 A &W-IU0 cfafr| 

. Me away b ■■■lliilito 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el 

|TaL 661822, Amman 

Once lasted 




U/tft 




FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 


Open Daily 12^0-3*0 pm 
7.30 -fl .30 pm 
After the Philadelphia Hotel 
lbwards 3rd circle 


Tel . 6 .59519 659b. •' 0 


, o 

We are open * 
during Ramadan. 


M 


entmo 


RESTAURANT 


JA8AL AMMAN HMT CIRCLE 
OPPOSITE TOE IRAQI EMBASSY TEL £54205 



' CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kiio 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.in. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 



The first & best - 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 


isi Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
ANiyyah Girls School 

imray Isi 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight- 

Tel. 638968 


it fe « ff 


^imaII CuiII j—l. 


CHINA 

Hous* Res tau rant 

☆ Taste and enjoy our special 
dinner in Ramadan. 
it Special Chinese dishes & best 
sea food. 

* Excellent IFTAR dinner daily 
with special price. 

Open daily 5:00-midnight 

Jabal Af Hussein, Ministry 
of Trade & Industry Road. 
Tel. 667755 


AVIS 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room—! 


We try harder. 



699-420 


IIAKOTEL 

'feSqllla 


Ammat - Tel 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax HK2434 
■Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Meal Reskfcncs For . 
Expatriates and Bi*ina*«ni€h 
"SsteHHe TV. Reception 



Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Ammar&iow has its own. "" 


Where you can 
Chinese di 



ie most exquisite 
dinner. 


Town 

'itaurani 


Banatiertsami'. t5k&-2^®3^SfeTvice 

All chefe^ Peking, China 


Sis w, v;$ r>?. i U w 
&•. & -v-t ** ?'VS 


pip 


;.y iKw {■:«. 






at the 



Tel. 674295T or’ 6741 


Hotel 
ext 6338 
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Agassi wins 19th career title 


SCOTTSDALE, Arizona (R) — 
Wimbledon champion Andre 
Agassi survived a strong upset bid 
by unheralded Marcos Ondruska 
of South Africa to win the final of 
the $500,000 Scottsdale Tennis 
Championships 6-2. 5-6. 6-3 Sun- 
day. 

The second-seeded Agassi’s 
victory ended a streak by the 
unseeded 250 year-old in which 
he upset seeds Francisco Clavet 
of Spain. American Brad Gilbert 
and Russian Andrei Chesnokov 
without losing a set. 

“I did what I had to do out 
there today. There's no question 
my experience helped me." said 
Agassi, who added his second 
title of the year and 19th in 26 
career finals” to earn $39,600. 

Despite the victory, the eighth- 
ranked Agassi said he wasn't 
focusing on the number one rank-, 
ing just yet. “I’m closer but in my 
mind I'm not there yet. If it 
comes along with hard work and 
results. I’ll be ready for it." 

The 22-year-old American, 
who is 12-1 and off to the quickest 
start of his seven-year career, 
quickly carried a one-set advan- 
tage by breaking service four 
times while losing his own twice. 

Both players agreed the turn- 
ing point of the two-hour 22- 
minute contest, played in cold, 
windy, drizzly conditions, came 
in the fourth game of the decisive 
set as Agassi survived five match 
points to go ahead 3-i. 


“I felt in the third set, I pulled 
it together. I think that (the 
fourth game) was the turning 
point,'* said Agassi. 

"That stage of the match was 
where a wind was blowing either 
way and I was against it on my 
serve. I knew getting by that 
game was going to be a big step in 
winning the match." 

"Yeah, the fourth game was 
key." said Ondruska. “I wasn't 
able to convert there." 

A break in the seventh game 
gave the American a 5-2 lead 
before Ondruska broke back. But 
at 5-3. Agassi sealed the victory, 
breaking for the eighth time in 
the match. 

Ondruska, who collected 
$23,330, paid tribute to Agassi's 
game. 

"It was a very physical match 
and he put me under pressure," 
said Ondruska who after starting 
the week at number 67 will move 
into the top 50. 

"Today. I wanted to take my 
game towards him, make him 
play around me," added Ondrus- 
ka. "It has to do with our stub- 
bomess that we both have good 
games from the baseline. But he 
came through strong in the third 
set.” 

Fernandez clinches Evert Cup 

Top-seeded Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez nearly let a badly needed 
confidence builder get away from 


her Sunday but saved two match 
points to beat fourth seed Aman- 
da Coetzer of South Africa in the 
final of the $375,000 Evert Cup. 

Fernandez beat Coetzer 3-6, 
6-1, 7-6 (S-6) in two hours 42 
minutes to win only her third 
career title despite having been 
ranked in the top 10 for the past 
three years. 

*T haven't won a tournament in 
over a year. It's a good break- 
through," said the 21-year-old 
American, who lost to top- 
ranked Monica Seles in six of the 
10 semifinals she reached in 1992. 

“Hopefully, it will give me 
confidence to win more tourna- 
ments when I get to the semifinals 
and finals," said Fernandez, who 
earned $75,000. 

“I tried to block out that it was 
a final and just play the points," 
the seventh-ranked American 



Mary Joe Fernandez 


said. 

Coetzer, who earned $30,000, 
was also encouraged, pointing to 
the closeness of the match. 

“Anybody who saw the match 
knows I could have won," Coet- 
zer said. "It gives me confidence 
to know that I can beat the top 
. players." 

Jarryd wins Rotterdam title 

Swedish Wild card entry 
Anders Jarryd took his first sing- 
les title since 1990 with a 6-3, 7-5 
victory over . Czech Karel 
Novacek in Sunday’s final of the 
Men’s World Indoor Tennis 
Tournament. 

Jarryd, one of the top doubles 
players but ranked only 156 in the 
world in singles, collected the 
Rotterdman tide for the first time 
following defeats in the 1986 and 
1989 finals. 

After winning his first singles 
title since the Vienna men’s in- 
door tennis tournament in Octo- 
ber 1990 and collecting the 
$82,000 first prize, excited Jarryd 
said be would play more singles. 

"This tournament has done 
more for my confidence than the 
win over Boris Becker (in the 
Australian Open this year),” said 
Jarryd, who has over 5b career 
doubles tides to his credit. 

"I did not lose the match, 
Jarryd won it," said the Czech, 
successful in the Dubai Open 
earlier in the month. 


Gascoigne sent off; Milan forge ahead 


MILAN (R) — Paul Gascoigne's 
troubled debut season with Lazio 
plunged to its nadir Sunday when 
he was sent off in a heated Italian 
League match against Genoa 
which was also interrupted by a 
minor pitch invasion. 

The former Tottenham player, 
whose fitness and form have been 
a constant worry for the Rome 
club, was given his marching 
orders 25 minutes into the second 
half for lashing out at Genoa's 
Mario Bortolazzi. 

Lazio coach Dino Zoff said 
later on Italian radio he didn't 
think there was anything mali- 
cious in the incident. 

"He didn't kick the player, 
there was just a bit of elbowing 
and gascoigne pulled him over.” 
Zoff said. "It was just one of 
those things." 

The news for Gascoigne's team 
mates was much better. They 
overcame a two-goal deficit to 
beat Genoa 3-2 and move into 
third place behind Milan and 
Intemazionale. 

German Karlheinz Riedle 
scored twice and the league's 
leading scorer Giuseppe Signori 
hit Lazio's third from the penalty 
spot. 

But the game had to be held up 
for three minutes after the final 
Lazio goal when up to a dozen 
Genoa fans invaded the pilch. 

On a day which saw 29 goals in 
nine matches. Milan beat Samp- 
dona with ridiculous ease, 4-0 at 
San Siio. to take their unbeaten 
run to 56 matches. 

Jeun-PiciTe Papin continued 
his outstanding recent form with 
two goals, while high-priced re- 
cruit Gianluigi Lentini emerged 
from a form slump to score the 
other two. 

A last- minute Fiore min a goal 
earned them a 2-2 draw against 
Intemazionale and left Inter 10 
points behind their Milan rivals in 
second place. 

Barcelona score seven 

Barcelona buried Sporting Gi- 
jon under an uvlanchc of seven 
goals Sunday in an action-packed 
game which saw four penalties 
and a Barcelona player sent off. 

Danish international Michael 



Munich's Bruno l>hh»«l«a is dragged down to the ground by his 
Kaiserslautern opponent Jan Eriksson as Lothar Mattaeus (right) of 
Munich looks on. Munich won 3-1 (AFP photo) 


Laudrup, Bulgarian striker Hris- 
to Stoichkov and Julio Salinas 
scored two goals each, as Barce- 
lona triumphed 7-2 over lowly 
Sporting, maintaining their press- 
ure on league leaders Real Mad- 
rid. 

Madrid, who beat Deportivo 
Coruna 2-1 Saturday, have the 
same number of points as Depor- 
tivo but a better goal difference. 
Barcelona are two points adrift 
but have a game in hand. 

Earlier in the week Barcelona 
coach Johan CruyfF criticised his 
team's initernational stars. 
Stoichkov and Laudrup. for not 
playing well enough in recent 
matches. 

The pair responded in style, 
scoring four goals between them, 
including a penalty apiece — two 
goals in the first half for Laudrup 
and two in the second for Stoich- 
kov. 

Barcelona went into the second 
half 3-0 up thanks to Laudrup’s 
efforts and a goal from Aitor 
Beguiristan, also created by the 
omnipresent Dane. 

Four more goals followed in 
the last 20 minutes of the match, 
with Salinas beating hapless 
Sporting goalkeeper Roberto 
Rodri in the 70th and 83rd mi- 
nutes and Stoichkov scoring with 
a 79th-minute header and a 
penalty in the dying seconds. 


Stoichkov began the season 
with a blaze of goals but had not 
scored for a month before Sun- 
day's match. 

Sporting’s two goals included a 
penalty after Barcelona's midfiel- 
der Miguel Nadal bad been sent 
off for handling in an open goal- 
mouth. Sporting missed an earlier 
penalty in what was a thoroughly 
grim evening for them. 

Sevilla's two Argentine stars 
• Diego Maradona and Diego 
Simeone received a rousing re- 
ception from the Seville crowd 
when they went out to face Athle- 
tic Bilbao, having returned from 
their midweek international 
against Denmark in Argentina. 

Simeone scored once and 
Maradona created two of the 


goals as Sevilla beat Bilbao 3-1. 

Ignacio Conte scored twice for 
Sevilla, who are now sixth in the 
table. 

However, Maradona's famous 
hand got him in trouble again. 

Maradona, whose hand helped 
the ball into the net in the first of 
two goals he scored against Eng- 
land in the 1986 World Cup 
quarter-finals in Mexico, was 
booked for deliberate handball. 

On a bitterly cold Sunday the 
games between Real Oviedo and 
Cadiz, and Real Burgos and Atle- 
tico Madrid had to be postponed 
because of heavy snow. 


Benfka dose gap on Porto 

Striker Joao Pinto scored twice 
in Benfica’s 2-0 away victory 
against Braga Sunday to bring his 
team within four points of Portu- 
guese League leaders Porto. 

Porto, who beat Salgueiros 3-0 
Saturday ahead of their Euro- 
pean Cup encounter with AC 
Milan next Wednesday, head the 
table with 37 points. 

Benfica are second, with Sport- 
ing Lisbon a further four points 
behind in third place after losing 
3-1 away to Espinho. 

Benfica winger Paulo Futre, 
the most expensive player in Por- 
tuguese footballing history, made 
a disappointing showing on his 
27th birthday and was replaced 
by substitute Antonio Pacheco 
after 62 minutes. 

Sporting's hopes of taking the 
title for the first time in 11 years 
look increasingly remote after 
their defeat by Espinho. 


Celtics’ Reggie Lewis goes up for a reverse layup 

Cavaliers knockoff 
league-best Suns 


PHOENIX (R) — The red-hot Cleveland Cavaliers outscored the 
Phoenix Suns 10-1 down the stretch to pull out a 101-94 victory and 
snap the home win streak of the National Basketball Association’s 
best team at 19 games. 

Larry Nano: scored six of Cleveland's final 10 points as the Cavs 
extended their winning streak to seven games and swept both 
meetings from Phoenix this season. The Cavaliers beat the Suns 
123-119 last month at Cleveland. 

Nance, who finished with 21 points and 17 rebounds, convened 
two free throws with 1:42 remaining to tie the game at 93-93. His 
layup with 48 seconds left gave Cleveland the lead for good. 

Charles Barkley recorded his second successive triple double with 
27 points, 19 rebounds and 11 assists as the Suns’ record dropped to 
40-12, still the NBA’s best. 

Richard Dumas added 25 points for the Suns. 

At New Jersey. Drazen Petrovic scored 28 points and Derrick 
Coleman added 26 to lead the Nets to a 102-76 rant of the New York 
Knicks. 

Patrick Ewing led the Knicks with 16 points. 

In Orlando, David Robinson had 23 points, 16 rebounds and seven 
assists as the San Antonio Spurs snapped a three-game losing streak 
with a 94-90 win over the Magic. 

Antoine Carr came off the bench to score 25 points in 23 minutes 
for the Spurs. Dale Ellis added 17 points and nine rebounds for San 
Antonio. 

Nick Anderson scored 30 points to lead Orlando. Anderson had a 
career-high six three-pointers. 

Roockie Shaquille O’Neal, plagued by .for trouble, had 19 points 
and 13 rebounds for the Magic, which has lost its last two home 
games. 

In Boston, Xavier McDaniel scored a season-high 30 points and 
Reggie Lewis had 28 as the Celtics defeated the Portland Trail 
Blazers 122-110. 

Roberts Parish added 16 points for the Celtics, who have won three 
in a row. 

Boston led 56-55 at halftime, but pulled away m the second half 
when the Blazers were without their leading scorer Clyde Drexler. 
Drexler had 22 points before leaving the game with 11:47 left in the 
third quarter due to a strained left hamstring. He did not return. 

In Denver, Chris Jackson scored 28 points and Reggie Williams 
had 24 to lead the Nuggets to their Uth win in their last 12 home 
games, a 110-103 triumph over the Charlotte Hornets. 

Alonzo Mourning scored 24 points and Kendall Gill added 16 for 
the Hornets, who have lost three in a row on the road. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH HIRSCH 

T'.c-ne Mi ’.arocn tnc 


PICK THE LOSER 


B'ltli vulnerable. West deals. 
.NORTH 

♦ 2 

i A K 9 
A lO 6 S 
4 A J 9 6 5 
WEST EAST 

4KQJ 108534 9 

7 8 "16 2 

:kss : Q J 4 3 2 

♦ 72 4XQ1043 

SOUTH 
♦ A 7 6 4 
■ QJ876B4 


South 
5 7 


♦ 8 

The bidding: 

West North Eart 

3 4 Dbl Pas. 

Pan 6 Pass 

Pan 

Opening lead: King of 4 

Here’s a quia with a difference. 
With best piav and defense South, 
declarer oi sin hearts, can make ex- 
actly 1L* tricks. What card scored the 
defensive trick, and how? 

Wc don’t know what Lhe correct 
bid is with the South hand after 
North mokes a takeout double of 
three spades. Five hearts is os good 
as any. and wc huve considerable 
admiration for a full-bloodrd six 
hearts. 


There is just one problem with 
the hand— you have to take care of 

two spade loaers. Obviously, you in- 
tend ruffing two spades in dummy, 
but the danger is that somewhere 
along the line a defender will over- 
ruff with the ten of trumps and re- 
turn a trump, in which case you will 
be stranded with a spade loser. 

Regardless of which defender has 
the ten of hearts, you can prevent 
that easily enough by ruffing with 
nothing but high trumps. So win the 
ace of spades, ruff a spade with the 
kingf!), cash the aces of chibs and 
diamond* to prevent West from dis- 
carding all of his cuds in one of the 
minora and later ruffing away a win- 
ner, and return to hand by ruffing a 
minor with the queen of trumps. 

Continue by ruffling another 
spade with the ace and a minor-suit 
card with the jack of trumps, setting 
up the ten of tramps as a trick for 
the defenders. But that’s the only 
trick they get, os you raff your last 
spade with dummy’s nine, reducing 
your hand to nothing but tramps. 

Take a bow if you selected the ten 
of hearts as your loser. But to earn a 
full accolade you had to admit that 
you lost it on power 1 . 


Peanuts 


SNOOPY' you’ve come to 
RESCUE ME! YOU CAN PUSH 
me All the way home.. 



KEEP PU5HIN6, BUT BE CAREFUL 
WHEN WE GET TO THE.. 

K 



Will 



Andy Capp 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MARCH 2, MB 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Fttghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: With 
the Moon Voide of Course early in 
the a.m. and squaring Mercury you 
will need to anticipate delays and 
changes in your schedule that 
could well prove frustrating all 
concerned. Don’t let it through 
you or cause friction. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have every chance today to 
uncover the busmestfdata you wish 
in order to have more abundance 
and to quietly build accord with 
attachment. ? 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Attitudes of those you regard as 
outside associates come into the 
open but they require careful 
analysis by you to handle most 
effectively. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can add any special charm, effi- 
ciency to your environment so 
whatever you have to do can be 
earlier to perform, tonight avoid 
an account wrangle. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Be on the lookout for 
appealing recreations, make 
arrangements to enjoy them and 
tonight sidestep an outside associ- 
ate who is a cold fish. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Take 
some time out to improve and 
make your home more attractive 
and have the plumbing looked at 
while tonight avoid an unpleasant 
family matter. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Much activity is present in 


communicating and .correspWKi- 
ing with others which can be yeiy 
much to your advantage, tonight 
use car on the highway or in 
motion. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You dearly see now how to 
increase the value and appearance 
of your possessions so get busy and 
do so after which think out a better 
budget. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You are loaded with ctaarm 
and magnetism and you can get 
most anything of a personal nature 
you go after, so do just that; 
tonight avoid an older depressing 
person. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Cagily approach an 
expert and you can get the news 
you wish about a condition that is 
important to you and spend much 
time with one who charms you. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Listen attentively to 
what an expert suggests as the best 
way for you to engage in and enjoy 
recreations you like most, tonight 
don’t posh your lock. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
aiy 19) You can find out exactly 
where you stand with influential 
persons who have it in their power 
to give yon the chance to express 
your abilities. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Be alert to whatever advanced 
knowledge and information is 
available to you so your growth 
will be more rapid in your chosen 
fields and outlets. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



‘One night Stanley had insomnia and 
stayed awake 'til 9:30!” 


1 THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|4 by Hand Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
fojr ordinary words. 


Can me anytime 


ACNIP 

zn 


r 



ra 

HYLYi 

3 


□□ 

[I 




E3SMYT 


I FH 

1 — 

n 


1 — L_J 

L_ 

LJ 

-J 


TIENIF 


□ 

□ 




THE ZOrrOF 
BACKING THAT'S 
ESSENTIAL FOR 
SETTING A AAAbl 
THROUGH LIFE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: QX3 till!) 


Yesterday's 


Jumble® CRUSH PEACE SHREWD SNUGLY 

Answer What the politician became when his 
ghostwriter suddenly vanished — 
SPEECHLESS! 


THE Daily Crossword by Hank Harrington 


ACROSS 
1 Jeopardy 
6 Major or Moot 
10 Agreement 

14 Modem Persian 

15 Rdo and -Tab by 
10 Wuigfihe 

17 An Ewans 
TB Highlander 

19 Was driven 

20 Dnvmg force 
22 Hunters 

24 Haphazard 

26 Goth stopovers 

27 Slangy negative 

30 Make a faux pas 

31 Thing, in law 
•32 Precise 

34 Prim award 
3fi Yew homonym 
39 Certain 
quantities, in 
math 

4i Intimidates 

43 Collection of 
anecdotes 

44 Stroke in 
biiriards 

46 Aery occupant 
4? Eye sore 
48 Cote denuren 

50 Having 
multicolored 
parenes 

51 Sneeze word 
54 Reaping tool 
56 Suer 

58 Canvas props 

62 Salute 

63 "High — " 

65 Narrow groove 

66 Art deco name 
87 Sped 

68 Ordeal 
89 SOp sideways 

70 — facto 

71 Oglers 

DOWN 

1 Stack 

2 Ireland . 

3 Totted 
*Roundabout 

5 CSmbmg 
plant 

6 — and downs 

7 Clergymen 



MW3 TnCurw Mu Servian, (nt 

m FVgm Haaenaa 


8 After dust or 
brain 

9 Nick's dog 

10 Hooded jackets 

11 Bitter drag 

12 Nucleus of 
trained 
personnel 

13 Lock 

21 Mariner's (Sr. 

23 Compel to mx 
25 Slag 

27 European river 

28 Yoked beasts 

29 Large rodent 
31 "Norma — " 

33 Small dram 

35 Like taffy apples 

36 Berra 

37 Heraldic band 

38 Pre-owned 
40 Beam 

42 Wan hanging 
45 Circle 
portions 
47 Dirty 
49 Ft. summer 


Puzzle Sohretk 


RcipiQQ smnn nnnrn 
noaom nmija ncinii 
nmnB cinan nnnn 
□Ennnniiinnamnmn 
_ nun nnnn 
nnnn one mnnciBB 
rarara nnnnn cionnn 
gnu b n b n nuioQQ □ nca 
ranncira mcinna nnn 
BBorasn nan renan 
„ nntnn bob 
^ ncinnnnnnnnnnnn 
nsnn nona nnrann 
□nnn nraon nmrainn 
bbhb Boon nnann 


51 Yearns 

52 Dick of TV 

53 Pori-au-Prince 

land 

54 Pry 

55 Speed 


57 Agamst 

59 Huron's 
neighbor 

60 fibber 

61 Mmeoetet. 
64 Modem: pref. 
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Financial Jordan Times 

Markets * n “Operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

■~Hr Wionj , 


China resumes forced bond sales 


New yo> ik 
Close 



Currency 


Staton Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


JaUHMM Vcn 


Eorotican Currum Unit 


; IMi Pn sit: 

" fjn , pnw Opnima ,; MT 

Cirnnimuiyy Inta na t 


Ciirrcoo 


US. Dollar 


SiertinK Pound 


Swiss Fraiir 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Current Unit j 9m6S 9 S6 | g j2 | 

Iwertwi* I 4 J rnlrv fnr uaummts cwrdtou f.s. iwto, i.bmloiib» 


Tokyo 

Close 

7/3/93 


7.7740** 


“ s 1/3/199} 


1 MTH | 

3 MTHS 


3.-/5 i 

3.06 

3.18 

3.50 

6.12 

6.00 

5.62 ! 

5 .62 

6.50 

8.12 

BUR 

7.12 

5.37 

5.31 

5.06 

■S9 

11.66 

11.68 

10.87 

9.62 

3.43 

rnmm 

3.18 

3.15 


[ 9.56 

9.12 

8. SO 


Prado us NUtris 


Oat*: 1/3/1993 


USD/Oz JD/Gm 


‘CmiU’al Bank of Jordan Exchange Rata 

i 1/3/7993 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm* 

Metal 

Gold 1 

329.10 ; 

6.35 

Silver 


Currency 


UJ5. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen ' 


Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira'' 


Belgian Franc 


OtfMr Currencies 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Lebanese Lira" 


Saudi Riyal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari Riyal 


Egyptian Pound 


DAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma 


Cypriot Pound 


0.6970 


C.9835 


0.4173 


0.6930 


0.9864 



0.3713 


.0676 


.0436 


0.3732 


0.0660 



1.6060 


.3890 


0.1831 


1/3/1993 


1.8240 


0.4750 


0.1850 


2.2450 


0.1890 



.73490 


CAB Indices for Amman Financial Market 



28/2/1993 Close 


797.04 


133.61 


211.42 


270.68 


250.09 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
On the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 


1.2555/60 

1.6530/40 

1. 8570/80 

1.5310/20 

33.96/34.00 

6.6060/110 

1584/1586 

•118.20/25 

7.8165/265 

7.0400/500 

6.3420/520 

1.4330/40 


Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold $328.20/328.70 


Training course promotes Apple 
connectivity to various types of systems 

Arab Business Machines, the Ap- clients). DEC hosts with (Path- 
ple computer distributers in the works 1.1 for Macintosh). IBM 
Middle East, in cooperation with host connectivity (SNA Gate- 
Ideal Systems Co. has conducted ways, DAJL for SQL 400). Client 
its first training course in Enter- Server Architecture (Oracle, 
prise Systems Division (ESD) in DAL server).m. 
the Middle East where 20 ESD jhe course was conducted by 
coordinators from eight Arab Mr R 0 g er Curtis, manager, Eii- 
coun tries had come to participate terprise Systems Division for the 
^ this course to get an intensive fiddle EasL 

mining showing Ap- Quadra and 

aesHKMs 

A*™ on a Token Ring Net- 

Q unication products such as ; 

Mac X 25 and Mac X 400) built This course was part of Apple 
long the OSI model. Enterprise strategy in promoting the cormec- 
ompating. UNIX Connectivity tivity of its products to various 
ith (TCP/IP/NFS, Xwindows types of systems. 


Jordan Times Tel: 667171 


PEKING (R) China is reverting 
to the forced sale of government 
bonds after a record issue last 
year flopped ou the open market, 
Chinese financial sources said. 

In a major blow to paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping's economic 
reform programme, provincial 
governments and state-run enter- 
prises wW be forced to buy this 
year's bond issue worth 37 trillion 
yuan ($6.4 billion) starting Mon- 
day. 

It is not dear whether ordinary 
workers will be made to purchase 
treasury bills by having their pay 
docked, a measure that aroused 
bitter resentment before it was 
phased out two years ago and 
replaced by an underwriting sys- 
tem. 

“We have resumed compulsory 
sales. I don't know in what form 
but we've gpne back to the old 
system.” said one informed 
source in the securities industry. 

The collapse of the underwrit- 
ing system, started in 1991 and 
hailed at the time as a break- 
through In China's efforts to shift 
away from central planning, calls 
into question the government's 
ability to manage a smooth transi- 
tion to a market economy. 

Although the apparent reason 
is that the treasury bond market 
is in the doldrums, financial 
sources said the return to forced 


sales is partly a result of govern- 
ment bungling. 

Last year’s record issue of 4L1 
trillion yuan ($7 billion) was most- 
ly underwritten by a network of 
banks, credit houses and broker- 
ages across the country. 

But instead of marketing the 
issue to the public, the nnderwri- 
■ters sat on die paper. When the 
bond market nosedived later in 
the year they were unable to sell 
and are now left stranded with at 
least half of the issue. 

“When the government went 
back to them tins year and asked 
them to take more, they said ‘no 
way,*” one source said. 

“It was a mess , , Most of the 
bond departments at big banks 
have only a handful of staff. 
There were no salesmen. How 
did the government expect peo- 
ple to buy?" the' source said. 

Mr. Deng visited southern Chi- 
na last year to launch a campaign 
to speed the development of 
capitalist-style markets. Since 
then free markets in everything 
from bonds to grains and metals 
futures have popped up all over 
the country. 

Rolling back a key reform on 
bond issuing is a reminder of the 
dangers that await China's other 
fledgling markets. 

Chinese investors have been 
hired by the prospect of spectacu- 


lar profits in stocks and property 
and have spurned treasury bills 
that barely keep face with rising 
inflation. This year’s five-year 
and three-year bonds carry 
coupons of 11 per cent and 10 per 
cent respectively. 

Inflation last year was six per 
cent nationwide but is now run- 
ning at 20 per cent of higher in 
major cities. 

In addition, the bond marker 
was swamped last year with about 
100 billion yuan ($172 billion) 
worth of short-term commercial 
paper ranging in maturity from 11 
months to three years and with 
attractive interest rates. 

Turnover in 31 bonds listed on 
the Shanghai Securities Exchange 
accounted for only a tiny fraction 
of the $4 billion turnover on the 
bourse in* January. 

Conservative central planners 
have refused to issue short-term 
treasury bills, or contemplate 
long-term paper that might 
appeal to wary investors. 

Fear of rising inflation as 
money supply surges and ex- 
pectations that banks will be 
forced to raise interest rates are 
likely further to depress the bond 


market this year. Banks have 
some $200 billion cf individual 
savings that threaten raging infla- 
tion if set loose. 

To soak up excess savings, last 
year's government bond issue was 
more than double the 10 billion 
sold in 1991. 

But plans to keep the amount 
rising are now in tatters, thre- 
atening important fiscal and 
monetary goals. 

Beijing is relying on the bond 
market to cover its ballooning 
budget deficit. Last year's deficit 
was targetted at 20 billion yuan 
($3.4 billion),' bloated by sub- 
sidies to loss-making state indus- 
tries. 

China wants to develop a bond 
market to use as a monetary lever 
in managing a modern economy. 
Outstanding state bonds are now 
worth just 100 billion yuan (SL7.2 
billion), about four per cent of 
gross domestic product. 

This year’s issue will take place 
over two months. It was rushed to 
the market on expectations chat 
good corporate results would 
boost the Shanghai and Shenzhen 
stock markets, the financial 
sources said. 


Oman puts coal reserves 
at 40 milli on tonnes 

DUBAI (R) — Oman has discovered coal reserves of up to 40 million 
tonnes, a senior official was quoted as saying. The official Omani 
News Agency quoted the senior official at the petroleum and 
minerals ministry as telling the newspaper A! Watanthe reserves were 
determined following technical research by the ministry. No other 
details were given and officials at the ministry were not available to 
comment. Diplomats in Muscat said the Omani government had 
been carrying out research of its coal reserves for a long time but this 
was apparently the first reported figure. Total Middle East coal 
reserves at the end of 1991 stood at 169 million tonnes. 


jutft-Okar riNAirciAL wamacT 

BOOSING BABE CENTER ANHUI - SKMZIXMJI 
TBLSPfia BE: £60170 / 663170 

ORGANIZED USUI SHARE PRICE LIST FOR MUSAT 01/03/1993 


COMPANY ' 5 BAKE 


ARAB IHI 

JORDAN HATTOIOL BAKK 

CASIO AHHAK BAKK 

BAKK OF JORUM 

INDUSTRIAL D«VEU>PKM1 BANK 

THE BOOSING BAKK 

JORDAH KOMAR BAKK 

ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 

JORDAH ISLAMIC BARK 

UNION HANK FOB HAVING S INVESTMENT 

BUSINESS BANK 

HER ELKAL SAW UI36 INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 

AMMAN RANK KR DIVienfENT 

ARAB BAMKim CORPORATION/ JORDAH 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

JORDAH FRENCH INSURANCE 

ARAB LIFE S ACCI DEN T INSURANCE 

THE NATIONAL ABLIA INSURANCE 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECU RITIES 

BEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN GOLF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

MACHXHAHX EQUIP. RENTING S MAINTENANCE 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'X 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST <c COMMODORE H OTELS 

ATTANQEBP CONST. MATERIAL HAMIFACIUUBG 

TEE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINART 

THE XEDOSTRIAL CO MM E R C IA L 6 AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

ARAB PRARHRCSOTXaU. MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

TEE PUBLIC MXKMa 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 
SPINNING S HEAVING 

RAFXH INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN BLABS INDUSTRIES 

DAN AL DANA DEVELOPMENT C INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT A XNBRNATXONAL TRADE 

A RAB AL UMINUM UDOSXHX 

LIVESTOCK G POULXRX 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUS TAX 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETBO-CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES t MAXGH/JXMOO 
JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE XHSUSTR? 

RATIONAL CABLE E HIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN BULPBO-CHKHICALS 
ARAB CEN T ER FOR PHARH. t CHEMICALS 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
TRADING VOLUME IN THE PARALLEL MARKET 


TRADING 

VOLUME 

JD 

7RCV. 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

OPKNINO 

PUCE 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

3 .580 

130.000 

139.000 

129.000 

18,591 

4.860 

4.850 

4.800 

ess 

30.350 

28.830 

28.830 

5,«0 

22.500 

22.000 

22.000 

19,970 

3. B80 

3.830 

3.780 

17. MO 

3. BIO 

3.750 

3.770 

4,680 

2.400 

2.360 

2.330 

13,604 

5.430 

5.400 

5.400 

6,330 

4.5S0 

4.550 

4.500 

9,180 

3.920 

3.930 

3.900 

14,387 

3.150 

3.150 

3. 120 

1.288 

5.200 

1.110 

5. ISO 

15,876 

1.760 

1.740 

• 1.730 

I.B93 

3.390 

-3.370 

3.370 

3,600 

3.600 

3.600 

3.600 

84,551 

3.710 

3.720 

3.680 

570 

3.140 

3.100 

3-100 

B25 

3.420 

3.300 

3.300 

3.930 

1.750 

1.750 

1.740 

3.07B 

5.650 

5.550 

5.600 

3,995 

4.420 

4.350 

4.350 

3.480 

1.730 

1.710 

1.710 

13,423 

0.B10 

a.aio 

0.810 

796 

1.370 

1.360 

1.320 

1,050 

11.000 

10.500 

10.500 

17,860 

2.270 

2.250 

2.240 

2,390 

2.300 

2.290 

2.290 

3,734 

1.870 

1.850 

1.850 

53,894 

9.900 

9.950 

9.900 

4,539 

S.670 

5.650 

5.670 

3,300 

9.200 

9.200 

9.200 

14.136 

6.6ZD 

6.600 

5.550 

7.430 

3.820 

3-810 

3.810 

1.550 

3.150 

3.100 

1.100 

70.683 

22.100 

22.300 

22.000 

4,875 

3.290 

3.2S0 

3.250 

2,409 

3.660 

3.690 

3.700 

4,142 

0.750 

0.750 

0-750 

22,470 

10.900 

10.700 

10.700 

14,613 

3.3BO 

3.360 

3.350 

18,945 

13.550 

13.550 

13.500 

46,209 

1.030 

1.030 

1.000 

390 

2-600 

2.600 

2.600 

5,631 

0.730 

0.720 

0.710 

5,800 

5.800 

5.BOO 

9.800 

26.706 

1.040 

1.030 

0.990 

9,634 

4.130 

4.110 

4.120 

10,300 

2.7BO 

2.730 

2.800 

42,098 

14.080 

14.050 

14.050 

6,048 

1.280 

1.260 

1.240 

29.594 

0.640 

0.640 

0-620 

30,217 

8.130 

8.050 

7.B50 

26,459 

4.430 

4.390 

4.400 

6,318 

4.080 

4.000 

4.030 

36, 118 

5.380 

5.370 

5.340 


Syrian oil output 
rises 15% in year 

NICOSIA (R) — Syria added another 14.7 per cent in crude oil 
production between early 1992 and early 1993, the Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES) reported Monday. 

Syria, an importer only a decade ago, is now a substantial crude 
exporter, having trippled its production since the mid-1980s. Oil 
exports bring in more than half of Syria's foreign exchange earnings, 
accounting for $1.7 billion in 1991. 

MEES reported output averaging around 565,500 barrels per day 
(b/d) in early 1993, compared with 493,000 b/d a year earlier and 
around 160,000 b/d in the early 1980s. This is projected to rise to 
600,000 during the second half of 1994. 

The industry newsletter also said natural gas production was 
expanding as part of a plan to meet domestic needs and to free up 
more oil for export. Plans for 1993 call for 55 per cent of the crude 
output to go abroad. 

“The challenges faring Syria during the nineties are to maintain its 
current level of production by means of intensified recovery schemes, 
to persuade more oil companies to explore, and to find the' necessary 
investments for the gas industry ” MEES said. 

It quoted Oil Minister Nadir Nabulsi as saying that oil companies 
which have pulled out have done so too quickly, partly because of the 
weak conditions in the oil market. 

“You cannot judge a huge structure with oil potential — the 
companies would not have come if they were not encouraged by the 
geology of the area — by drilling only one or two wells, he said. 
Only in 35 to 36 per cent of the geological structures in Syria has 
there been drilling, he estimated. 

“The country is still virgin territory and has considerable poten- 
tial,'* he said. Syria’s proved recoverable oil reserves are already 
estimated at three billion barrels. 

MEES said industry observers were suggesting that Syria should 
offer smaller tracts with more flexible terms, and allow seismic 
soundings before definite exploration commitment are signed. 

Despite the country's hydrocarbon wealth, its capital Damascus 
faces power cuts of around four hours a day and the provinces up to 
six bouts a day. 

MEES said the availability of natural gas. which can be used in 
power plants, is no longer a problem. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Part of a villa, near Philadelphia Hotel, consists of 2 
bedrooms, salon, dining room, with central heating, 
American style open kitchen with telephone, television, 
video, separate entrance and small garden. 

Please call tel: 676222, Amman after 2:30 p.m. 


CARS FOR SALE 
DUTY UNPAID 

1. MERCEDES 200, 1985 in excellent condition, air-condition, 
metallic blue. 

2. CHEVROLET celebrity station wagon 1986 excellent condi- 
tion, automatic, air condition. 

Tel. 685392 


1 AK 

h.r 


“ ' . PHILADELPHIA ^ 634144 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 677420 


Kevin Costner 
and Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 

Shows: 12:3 °- a '00. B:1 5. 10:30 p.m. 

Free Car Parking 


The Naked Gan 2 % 
The SmeD of Fear 


Shows: 1230. 3:00. 830. 1030 


Tel.: 675571 

ViabO A! Mashini Theatre 


For Technical Reasons 
The Shows of the play: 

TA’A WAQAIMEH 
(PANDEMONIUM) 

will stop till furthur notice 


Nabil & Hisham’s 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Tel.: 625155 


New World Order 

Plays continue daily at 9:00 p.m. 
except Saturdays and Sundays 
Happy Feast 





Egypt and World 
Bank sign accord 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and the 
World Bank have signed an 
agreement under which Cairo 
would get a 5150 million loan for 
moving forward in its privatisa- 
tion process, officials said Mon- 
day. 

“We have signed a technical 
agreement which will he ratified 
by the World Bank in a couple of 
weeks,” one official told Reuters. 

The agreement was signed 
Thursday by a senior World Bank 
delegation, headed by Alberto 
Musalem and Atef Obeid, Egyp- 
tian minister of cabinet affairs 
and administrative development, 
and Morris Makrammalh. minis- 
ter of international cooperation. 

It followed a week of meetings 
in which the World Bank delega- 
tion reviewed Cairo’s progress 
in privatising its vast, inefficient 
and ailing public sector. 

Officials said the World Bank 
was satisfied with Egypt's move 
in putting on sale 18 state-owned 
companies, reforming its tariff 
system, and reorganising holding 
companies. 

The Egyptian government last 
month advertised its biggest sale 
of state-owned assets, putting on 
the block four five-star hotels, 
tourist facilities and consumer 
product firms. 

Officials and Western econom- 
ists said the privatisation mea- 
sures were enough to allow the 
World Bank to unblock the $150 
million frozen loan and give the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) the go-ahead to sign a 
delayed agreement and start 
negotiating a new economic re- 
form programme. 

Egypt and the IMF have 
agreed to push back the start of 
the new reform programme by 


three months to May to give 
Cairo time to meet its targets on 
privatisation. 

Completion of a first agree- 
ment was delayed in November 
when Egypt failed to meet targets 
for reducing its budget deficit and 
moved too slowly on the IMFs 
public sector reform plan. 

Cairo agreed on a budget de- 
ficit target set by the IMF but 
lagged on privatisation. 

Mr. Obeid, the minister in 
charge of the economic reforms, 
said 'both teams approved the 
guidelines for the privatisation 
process and discussed the govern- 
ment's plan for assets and com- 
panies to be put on sale in 1993- 
1994. 

Companies and public invest- 
ments worth 9.1 billion pounds 
($2.7 billion) would be offered in 
1993-1994. Mr. Obeid said. 

He said Egypt sold assets and 
public investments worth 1.2 bil- 
lion pounds ($360 million) in 

1991- The equivalent of about 
three billion pounds ($900 mil- 
lion) have been offered for sale in 

1992- 1993. he added. 

The IMF and the World Bank 
signed agreements with Egypt in 
1991 as part of a comprehensive 
economic reform programme 
which will win Egypt $10 billion 
in debt forgiveness'if it is success- 
fully completed. 

But both agencies have since 
complained of delays in rhe re- 
forms and the World Bank par- 
tially froze a $300 million structu- 
ral 'adjustment loan last June 
because of its concern. 

Egypt, struggling with unem- 
ployment and poverty, has re- 
sisted rapid change to avoid 
throwing large numbers of people 
out of work. 


Analysts say insurers 
likely to be hard hit by 
New York blast 


HARTFORD, Connecticut (R) 
— The World Trade Centre 
explosion was a “catastrophe” for 
the insurance industry which ex- 
pects large claims from com- 
panies unable to conduct business 
while the twin towers are closed, 
industry analysts said Sunday. 

Analysts in Hartford, site of 
most U.S. large insurance firms, 
said they cannot immediately 
estimate* total damages until af- 
ter the towers reopen because 
businesses continue to suffer los- 
ses, but the explosion was consi- 
dered “a catastrophe." 

Ronald Krauss of the Amer- 
ican Insurance Association said, 
“we already know this is going to 
exceed the definition of a catas- 
trophe, there is no question about 
that." 

The lack of even basic services, 
such as electricity, will keep the 
businesses closed for some time 
as engineers examine the build- 
ings for structural damage and 
repairs begin. 

He said any event in which 
there will be more than $5 million 
in claims and a large number of 
claimants is declared a catas- 
trophe. 

From the New York Mercan- 


tile Exchange to coffee shops on 
the concourse level, hundreds of 
businesses were “knocked out of 
commission and they will be seek- 
ing damages,” said Cary Schneid- 
er of the Insurance Information 
Institute. 

“The closest similar event we 
can think of is the Chicago down- 
town flooding in the spring of 
1992.” Mr. Schneider said. 

"Property and other claims 
there totalled $300 million, of 
which business interruption was 
the largest porition,” he said. 

While the Port Authority, own- 
er and operator of the complex, is 
self-insured, it is likely that the 
quasi-government agency tried to 
spread its risk over several pri- 
vate companies, analysts said. 

Mr. Schneider said the most 
common way to spread risk is 
through insurance companies 
that handle very large accounts, 
such as Lloyd's of London, the 
world's largest insurance market. 

Stanley Brezenoff, executive 
director of the Port Authority, 
which owns and operates the 
World Trade Centre, said his 
agency has between $400. million 
and $600 million of insurance for 
the complex. 


Super Deluxe Villa For Rent 

American style villa consists of 4 bedrooms, 2 living 
rooms, 3 salons, maid’s room, boiler, 2 store rooms, 2 
garages. Located on a junction with telephone, central 
heating and central aerial. 

Location: 8th Circle — Royal Automobile Club Street, near 
Cricket Restaurant. 

Call tel.: 817196 


A Delux Apartment for Rent 

A second floor Apartment in a three story 
Building . 

With an Area of 300 m. 

3 Bedrooms . 

Dinning & Guest room , separate Living Room . 
3 Bathrooms ; 3 Terraces. 

Seperate Boiler . 

Location ; South Um - Ai Suma’a , Behind Jaber 
Commercial Center. 

For more Information : Please call 815005 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Jordanian Bridge Association seek to employ a 
professional Executive Secretary with the follow- 
ing qualifications: 

1. Capable to use typewriter (English & Arabic) 

2. Fluency in English language essential. 

3. Have the ability to use computer. 

4. Experience is preferable. 

Please attach with the application a copy of all 
necessary certificates and passport. 

Please send eoplications to: 

“ V « v.’. W t.cL -J'vT'3 

Amman - Jordan 
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U.S. drops aid in east Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (R) — Three U.S. 
military transport planes para- 
chuted crates of food and medi- 
cine over Bosnia early Monday in 
the first of the aid airdrops prom- 
ised by Washington. 

The Americans said the opera- 
tion had gone well but declined to 
say where the supplies had been 
dropped. Radio operators in 
some of the besieged Muslim 
areas of east Bosnia expecting to 
receive the aid said they had not 
yet heard of any parachute pallets 
landing. 

In Zagreb. U.N. aid official 
Alemka Lisinski said the aid was 
destined for Muslims encircled in 
the Cerska area. But a radio 
operator in Srebrenica, who said 
he was in touch with Cerska. 
reported that it was being attack- 
ed by Serbs and no relief loads 
had been found there. 

Another operator named Edin 
in Gorazde, believed by Bosnians 
to be a prime site for the air- 
drops. said: “We have no reports 
from anywhere around Gorazde 
of anyone finding any food par- 
cels... 

“The Americans should in- 
clude some healing cream. We all 
have sore necks from looking up 
for them." 

Other radio operators in the 
hilly east, where tens of 
thousands of Muslims are cut off 
by Bosnia’s rebel Serbs, also re- 
ported no sightings of American 
supplies. 

Earlier, U.S. Air Force Briga- 
dier General Donald Lo ranger 
told a news conference in Ger- 
many, where the planes were 
based, that it was difficult to say 
how accurate the drops had been 
but the flight conditions had been 
good. 

“I am hopeful and indeed con- 
fident that a number of people 
are better off than a few hours 
ago. We dropped supplies with- 
out regard to ethnic or religious 
peisuasion," he said. 


The three C-130 aircraft re- 
turned to Frankfurt's Rhein-Main 
Air Base after the six-hour mis- 
sion during which they dropped 
21 tonnes of supplies over Bos- 
nia. 

“Quite frankly it went very, 
very well," Gen. Lo ranger said. 
“There was no evidence of any 
attempt to interfere with the mis- 
sion." 

For security reasons he de- 
clined to give a date for the next 
mission but said that three to five 
C-130s would take part each 
time. 

The planes, flying under the 
cover of night to minimise the 
risk of being fired at from the 
ground, dropped their loads with- 
in minutes of each other over the 


same area. 

Military spokesmen said the 
three aircraft dropped a total of 
30 crates of medicine and 20,736 
military prepared meals. 

U.S. planes scattered a million 
leaflets Saturday night warning 
forces in Bosnia not to shoot and 
to stay dear of the falling aid 
packages, weighing 704 kilogram- 
mes, until they bad landed safely. 

Halil, a radio operator con- 
tacted in Muslim-held Srebreni- 
ca, said no aid had been found in 
his area. He had also heard from 
the Muslim areas of Cerska, Zepa 
and Konjevic Polje that relief 
pallets had not yet been spotted. 

“Negative, negative" he said. 
“So far the information we have 
from the ground in Cerska is 
nothing has landed. 

* “We have men on the ground 
in all these places and the in- 
formation is we have spotted 
nothing." 

Halil said the people of Cerska 
were disappointed and desperate 
because they had found no aid. 

An operator named Fadil said 
in Zepa: "It has been a bit noisy 
here since 1800 last night with 
shelling and shooting but no air- 
drops... 


“The Zepa region has been 
searched thoroughly. There are 
no food parcels in our area.” 
In Sarajevo, Sir Donald Ache- 
son. a special representative of 
the World Health Organisation, 
expressed concern about health 
in die Bosnian capital after 10 
months of siege by the Serbs. 

“The health of people in 
'Sarajevo continues to deterio- 
rate," he said. “People in 
Sarajevo have lost an average of 
12 kilogrammes Oust over 26 fl>) 
since May. Another one to two 
kilogrammes (2 J2 to 4.4 lb) and 
they'd be in trouble." 

Fighting was reported to be 
continuing in Sarajevo and other 
parts of Bosnia Monday. 

The city's Muslim-controlled 
radio said there was sniper fire 
around the whole city, especially 
ax bridges and road intersections. 


after shelling during the night 
Dalian Radio sai 


Croatian Radio said the town 
of Znpanja, in eastern Croatia, 
came under sporadic artillery fire 
through the night from rebel 
Serbs across the nearby border 
with Bosnia. 

Serbs also shelled areas around ' 
the Adriatic towns of Zadar and 
Sibenik, the radio said. 1 

France welcomed Monday’s 
U.S. airdrop of aid into Bosnia 
but said the mission must not 
eclipse humanitarian e f fort s by 
soldiers under U.N. control else- 
where in the country. 

“It’s a good thing the Amer- 
icans have joined the Europeans 
in an affair that interests the 
whole world,” Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas tokl Europe 1 
Radio. 

Mr. Dumas said the airdrop 
appeared successful in bringing 
aid to areas that could not be 
reached overland by U.N. con- 
voys, which have been operating 
in the region for months. * 

“This operation ...must not 
overshadow what is happening 
elsewhere,” Mr. Dumas said, cit- 


ing aid flown in for months by 
French planes to the besieged 
Bosnian capital Sarajevo. 

“ft is good. Bravo, the Amer- 
icans have conns to lend a hand,” 
Mr. Dumas said. “But let’s not 
forget what the Europeans are 
doing.” 

Eleven French soldiers have 
been killed in former Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Dumas saidan internation- 
al peace plan that would divide 
Bosnia into 10 regions, drawn up 
by mediators Lord Owen and 
Cyrus Vance, would require 25- 
30,000 extra troops, including 
U.S., Polish and Russian sol- 
diers, in the region. 

The United States has so far 
been reluctant to send ground 
troops to former Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Dumas said he hoped the 
plan, under discussion at the Un- 
ited Nations, would be im- 
plemented within weeks. 

Meanwhile, Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic accused Tur- 
key Monday of “war whooping” 
over the Balkans. 


“Statements that Turkey will 
form an empire from the Adriatic 
to the -walls of China are thre- 
atening Serbian and Greek in- 
terests,” Mir. Milosevic said in as 
interview with the daily newspap- 
er HnrriyeL 


“The stand of the Turkish 
a dmini stration is unacceptable. 
Turkey is i n terfe ri ng in affairs 
that only i nt er est us,” he said. 
“We hear war whoops from here. 
-These will not only be counter- 
productive but further harm our 
relations.” 


The Serbian leader said Tur- 
key’s continued support of Bos- 
nian Presklent Alija Izetbegovk 
would only harm the Muslim 
population of the former Yugos- 
lavia. 

“The Muslims of Bosnia played 
into, tiie hands of those wanting to 
divide Yugoslavia,” be said. 


Angola reports heavy fighting as peace talks fail 


LUANDA (R) — The Angolan 
Armed Forces reported heavy 
fighting in the central dty of 
Huambo as efforts to arrange 
peace talks between the govern- 
ment and UNITA rebels fell 
apart Monday. 

An aimed forces statement 
said there had been intense UN- 
ITA bombardments of govern- 
ment positions in Huambo de- 
spite a U.N. call for a truce in the 
devastated central highlands city. 
It accused UNITA troops of 


killing 25 people and raping two 
Brazilian nuns in one area. It said 


government. 

The second round of talks 
started in January failed after 
four days of U.N. efforts to coax 
the rebels to the negotiating 
table. 

Renewed civil war erupted af- 
ter Mr. Savimbi rejected his de- 
feat in the country’s first multi- 
party elections, monitored by the 
United Nations, last September. 

Fighting over the pa*t few 
weeks has centred on the former 
UNITA stronghold of Huambo. 
once Angola’s second dty, where 


towns of Caibambo and Cabal, 
about 150 kilometres west of 
Huambo. 


There had been a couple of 
small clashes between Gan da and 
Alto Catumbela about 25 
kilometres further east on the 
road to Huambo. It did not say 
when the dashes took place. 


UNITA had received battalion of 
reinforcements from neighbour- 
ing Bie province. 

Peace talks in the Ethiopian 
capital Addis Ababa collapsed 
when representatives of Jonas 
Savimbi's National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) failed to arrive for 
negotiations with (he Luanda 


the government has reported 
10,000 dvillans killed. 


In Luanda, the state-run news- 
paper Journal De Angola said 
Monday the health situation in 
the country was deteriorating 
rapidly as a result of the war. 

Overcrowded hospitals lacked 
media ne. 


The armed forces said a relief 
column composed mainly of para- 
military riot police was making 
slow but steady progress from the 
Atlantic Coast 1 dty of Benguela 
towards Huambo. 

It said the column bad retaken 
several pans of Benguela pro- 
vince from UNITA, incuding the 


One child was dying every two 
hours in Luanda’s paediatric hos- 
pital, it said. 

No further round of talks was 
planned and diplomats involved 
in attempts to end Angola’s 
agony said the breakdown au- 
gured badly for any further 
efforts to end die civil war. 


“It is over. We are (earing 
today,” U.N. spokesman Jaoa 
IJns Albuquerque told Reuters. 

Angolan government officials 
who have waited since Friday for 
UNITA to arrive declined public 
comment until the U.N. organis- 
ers had issued a statement. 

Privately -they .settled at being 
kept waiting and said they wanted 
U.S., Russian and Portuguese 
observers to use ad possible sanc- 
tions against UNITA. 

“If the talks have collapsed, 
someone has to take the blame. 
We have done everything die 
U-N. asked of us. It is time for 
die observers to take some action 
against UNITA ” said one mem- 
ber of the Luanda delegation. 

Members of the observer 
troika were gloomy. “I can’t see 
what will happen next. But there 
won't be another round of Addis 
Ababa talks, I can assure you,” 
said one. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkish foreign minister visits Russia 


Lone candidate wins vote in Ingushetia 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin flew to 
Moscow Monday for day-long talks focusing on the Azeri- 
Armenian and Bosnian conflicts, officials said. “The problems 
which have erupted in our region after the end the of the cold war 
closely concern Turkey and Russia, two great countries of the 
region." Mr. Cetin said before his departure. “We believe Turkey 
and Russia carry joint responsibilities and can contribute to 
establishment of peace and stability in the region." Mr. Cetin will 
also discuss bilateral relations with Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei KozyTev. 


Ukraine rejects Russian peace role 


KIEV (R) — Ukraine attacked Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
Monday over his appeal for a United Nations mandate to act as a 
"guarantor of peace" on the territory of the former Soviet Union. 
“Ukraine has never recognised and will never recognise that 
Ukrainian territory is a sphere of Russian special interest," 
Mikola Mikhailchenko. chief political advisor to President Leonid 
Kravchuk, told Reuters. “We will never agree to Russia once 
again becoming an elder brother or any other kind of brother. We 
want relations of equality." he added. President Yeltsin said 
Sunday Russia should be granted special powers on the territory 
of the former Soviet Union to stop ethnic conflicts. “The world 
community is increasingly coming to understand Russia's special 
responsibility in this difficult task," he told the influential 
centre-right Civic Union grouping. “I think the moment has come 
when responsible international organisations, including the Un- 
ited Nations, should grant Russia special powers as a guarantor of 
peace and stability in the region of the former Soviet Union." 


MOSCOW (AP) — An Afghan war hero, who was the sole 
candidate on the ballot was overwhelmingly elected president of 
the southern Russian Republic of Ingushetia, a news agency 
reported Monday. Maj.-Gen. Ruslan Ausbev won 97 per cent of 
the vote Sunday in the newly formed republic nestled m the 
northern Caucasus Mountains, the Interfax News Agency re- 
ported quoting preliminary results. Magomet Sultygov, chief of 
administration for the republic, told Interfax the election was 
peaceful. The vote was rite! for the predominantly Muslim 
republic to establish its political structures in the region that 
previously was joined with neighbouring Chechnyua. Ingushetia 
also currently has a serious territorial dispute with North Ossetia, 
on its western border. 


Bomb kills 2 at Peru Air Force base 


LIMA (R) — A car bomb packed with at least 100 kilos of 
explosives Mew up at an air force base Monday, killing two people 
and injuring at least 50 others, police and air force officials said. 
The bomb at Las Palmas Air Base in the Surco district of lima 
seriously wounded five people and caused heavy damage to a 
recruiting centre, a nearby school and homes in the area, the 
officials said. 


Philippine kidnap gang chief nabbed 


Brazilian economy minister resigns 


BRASILIA fR) — Brazilian Economy Minister Paulo Haddad 
resigned early Monday, Globo Television reported. Mr. Haddad 
submitted his resignation to President Itamar Franco at 1 a.m. 
(0400 GMT), and Mr. Franco accepted it. His interim replace- 
ment is Eli&eu Rcsende, a former transportation minister, the 
television report said. Mr. Haddad’s resignation came the same 
day as an International Monetary Fund (IMF) technical team was 
to arrive in Brazil to review the performance of Brazil's economy, 
burdened by a stubborn recession and a 1.100 per cent annual 
inflation rate. Mr. Franco has warned Mr. Haddad Saturday to 
buny up with a plan to fight inflation or loss his job. 


MANILA (R) — Philippine authorities have captured the alleged 
chief of a police-backed kidnap gang, dealing a fresh blow to 
kidnappers preying on ethnic Chinese businessmen, officials said 
Monday. Eduardo Chang, a Filrpino-Chinese trader described by 
police as the country's second most wanted man, was arrested by 
a team of police and soldiers Friday. On Feb. 17 police shot dead 
Alfredo De Leon, the country’s most wanted criminal and bead of 
the Red Scorpion group, a kidnap gang compo s ed of former 
Communist rebels. On Sunday, the group's finance officer 
surrendered to Philippine President Fidel Ramos. “This is 
another big blow to them,” Police Deputy Intelligence Chief Leo 
Garra fold reporters, referring to Mr. Chang's capture. “The 
government has the momentum and it will he very hard for 
kidnappers to now operate around Manila.” 


Legendary dancer Ruby Keeler dies at 83 


560 SEC 
FOR SALE 


:harcoai colour, fuii option, excellent cor 
only 33. COO kms Customs unpaid 


Tel: 640221, 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Actress Ruby Keeler, who danced her 
way through a String of dassic film musicals that lifted audiences' 
spirits during the depression, died Sunday. She was 83 yean okL 
A spokesman for the Riverside County Coroner’s Office said Ms. 
Keeler died ax her home in Rancho Mirage, California. In her 
1933 debut in the film 42nd Street, Ms. Keeler played a chorus girl 
sent on stage to replace the ailing star with die director uttering 
the immortal lure: “You’re going out there a youngster, but 
you've got to come bade a star." Tap dancing became her 
trademark, and Ms. Keeler went on dcbght moviegoers with such 
popular Hollywood musicals as Gold-Diggers of 1933. Footligbt 
Parade, Flirtation Walk, Dames and Shipmates forever. Ms. 
Keeler made her last film in 1941, but she made a brief comeback 


at 61 to perform spirited tap numbers in a 1971 broadway revival 
Nan 


of the No. No., Nanette. 



UJS. Air Force warr a nt officer Nancy Stoder (left) 
and Staff Sgt- Ernest J. Brown pcr foim a final 
exaurinationafalaadof food and metfidne prior to 
the take-off of a flight offeree U.S. C-130 Hercules 


transport planes late Feb. 28 to drop fee relief 
supplies over an aMfisdosed area in eastern Bosnia 
(AFP photo) 


Right widens lead in French polls 


PARIS (R) — An opinion poll 
I Sunday showed the right 


released , 

would increase their lead and win 
an unprecedented landslide vic- 
tory in next month's general elec- 
tion in France. 


ft provided some comfort in 
misery for the ruling Socialists, 
showing they had regained a nar- 
row lead over Ecologists. 


A CSA poll published on the 
eve of the official opening of the 
campaign said fee cen tre-right 
Union For France (UPF) alliance 
widened its lead to 38.5 per cent 
of the vote from 37 per cent three 
weeks ago and was poised to win 
up to 436 of the National Assem- 
bly's 555 seats for mainland 
France. 


But, with 19 per cent of the 
vote, fee Socialist Party shaken 
by rising unemployment and be- 
set by scandals was seen winning 
less than a quarter of its oppo- 
nents’ seats. 


The poll left out the 22 seats for 
overseas territories. 


The Ecologist Coalition, long a 
marginal force, slipped behmd 
fee Socialists at 17 per cent But 
they were tipped to win less than 
eight seats because of the firet- 
past-the-poll system which 
favours mainstream parties. 

A centre-right leader warned 


against complacency and said an 
overwhelming majority was- vital 
for the centre-right to confront 
Socialist President Francois Mit- 
terrand and start pushing reforms 
through in fee two years to fee 
presidential election. 

“We must count on our voters, 
rather than wait for the oppo- 
nents* voters to desert them," 
said Jacques Toubon, a leader of 
the main opposition Rally For the 
Republic (RPR) party. 

A depressed economy and lOJS- 
per cent unemployment edging 
towards three million jobless 
dominated fee pre-campaign and 
both sides voiced hopes for an 
improvement. 


U.N.: Hanoi troops serving in Cambodia 


PHNOM PENH (AP) — U.N. 
officials charged Monday that 
three former Vietnamese soldiers 
have been serving with the 
Cambodian government’s armed 
forces in a major violation of 
Cambodia’s peace accord. 

The accord, agreed to by Cam- 
bodia and 10 other nations, in- 
cluding Vietnam, stipulated that 
all Vietnamese soldiers withdraw 
from Cambodia and not return. 

Hanoi has king said it had met 
feat requirement when it official- 


ly ended its 11-year occupation of 
Cambodia in 1989. 

But U -N. officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, told fee 
Associated Press feat months of 
investigations had revealed that 
three former Vietnamese soldiers 
were serving with government 
troops. One of them bad recently 
retired. 

Krishna Dasan, the U.N. mis- 
sion’s legal adviser, said the men 
failed to withdraw when Vietnam 
pulled out. He declined to give 


details. 

The presence of the men 
undermines fee credibility of 
both Vietnam and the Phnom 
Penh government, which have 
long denied accusations that Viet- 
namese soldiers were working for 
fee government. 

It could bolster the legitimacy 
of fee Khmer Ronge guerrilla 
group, which has insisted that 
thousands of Vietnamese soldiers 
remained behind after Hanoi 
withdrew. 


Dynamite may have been used 
in New York blast — FBI 


NEW YORK (R) — Up to 680 
kilogrammes of dynamite driven 
into an u. nd garage in a 

truck, w: ur could have 

caused ia. blast at the 

World Trade re, a senior 
FBI official was quoted as saying 
Monday. 

James Fox, heaJ of fee Federal 
Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) 
New York office, told fee New 
York Tunes the bomb apparently 
consisted of 225 kilogrammes to 
680 kilogrammes of conventional 
dynamite available at many con- 
struction sites. 

It seemed not to have been 
made of any tightly controlled 
military material like fee plastic 
explosive often used by terrorists, 
he said. 


Five people were killed Friday 
and more than 1,000 injured 
when the blast ripped through an 
underground parking garage ax 
the office complex. 

Detectives were analysing 55 
telephone calls from people who 
had claimed responsibility for the 
bomb on behalf of numerous 
organisations, causes and indi- 


viduals, New York Police. Com- 
missioner Raymond Kelly told 
the New York Times. 

The paper quoted law enforce- 
ment officials besides Mr. Fox as 
saying relatively sample explo- 
sives were used. 

“It definitely was just dyna- 
mite, but a lot of it — which leads 
you to the conclusion feat it was 
unsophisticated people,” one 
senior law enforcement official 
told the paper. . 

Because of the amount of ex- 
plosive and the size of the Mast, 
investigators believe it was car- 
ried into the parking garage in a 
large car, van or small truck, Mr. 
Fox told the Times. 

On Monday morning, workers 
were due to begin to return to fee 
World Trade Centre, New York’s 
biggest office building. 


Only 

55,000 people employed in fee 
centre’s seven buildings will 
actually be back at work, howev- 
er. 

The complex’s. twin 110-storey 
towers — a dty landmark loom- 
ing over Lower Manh attan — 


which account for most of fee 
centre’s offices, will be dosed for 
at least a week. 

More than 500 construction 
workers laboured around the 
dock to stabilise fee massive sub- 
terranean structures as financial 
companies scrambled to find 
ways to open for business Mon- 
day. 

Major- disruption in tfie finan- 
cial markets was forestalled wife 
a derision by fee Port Authority 
of New York and New Jersey to 
reopen Building Four, which 
horses die city's five commodity 
exchanges. The exchanges esti- 
mated feat only 2,500 workers 
would be on hand. 

Mr. Fox told CNN television 
Sunday that the size of the blast 
made it unlikely a lone attacker 
was responsible. 

In fee television appearance — 
held hours before the Times in- 
terview — Mr. Fox said investiga- 
tors were going to look “very 
closely" at the possibility it was a 
“terr o ri s t incident.” 

He suggested perpetrators 
could indude “drug dealers who 
are very upset wife the U.S.” 


U.S. cult leader frees 8 children 


after shootout that killed 4 agents 


WACO, Texas (R) — The leader 
of a religious cult was reported to 
have freed up to eight children 
from his group's compound, 
while FBI negotiators sought his 
surrender after a shootout Sun- 
day that killed four federal 
agents. 

CNN television said eight chil- 
dren were released after a local 
radio station played a tape of cult 
leader David Koresh speaking 
about bis “Branch Da vidian” 
group, which believes in free love 
and that the end of the world is 


near. 

A Reuter correspondent saw 
two children being transported 
from the compound in a police 
van around midnight Sunday 
(0600 GMT Monday). Two police 
vans from Austin, Texas were 
seen entering the compound, 
joining an estimated 200 federal 
and focal authorities surrounding 
the grounds. 

Negotiations were continuing 
between a hostage negotiating 
team and Mr. Koresh, 33, who 
previously went tty tbe-oame Ver- 
non Howell and is said to believe 
he is Jesus Christ. 

Mr. Koresh told CNN in a 
telephone interview Sunday night 
that be would release two chil- 
dren each time the focal radio 
played the tape be dictated by 


telephone to federal agents. 

“I gave them a message for the 
radio. Every time they play the 
tape, m send two of the children 
out," Mr. Koresh told CNN. 
"There's a lot of children here. 
I've had a lot of babies these last 
few years,” he said. 

Mr. Koresh and about 80 other 
members of the cult remained 
inside the fortified compound af- 
ter agents of the Bureau of Alco- 
hol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(ATF) stormed the facility on 
Sunday morning in an attempt to 
anest him on weapons charges. 

Four ATF agents were killed 
and 14 wounded during the hour- 
long gun battle at the compound 
about 16 kilometres east of 
Waco. 

Three cult members also came 
out of the compound Sunday 
night shooting, but agents killed 
one member, wounded another 
anti arrested a third. 

Mr. Koresh said be was shot 
several times by about 15 to 20 
agents who rusted the building as 
he stood in a doorway in the 
compound said to bold vast sup- 
plies erf weapons. “I was holler- 
ing, there’s women and children 
in here. Let's talk,'” be sakL 

He said a two-year-old child 
was lolled during the battle, but 
did not say whether be was the 


child's father. 

Two adults among the nearly 
80 people said to be inside fee 
compound were also shot but 
were not seriously wounded, Mr 
Koresh said. 

Bureau officials said they 
arranged a ceasefire wife cult 
leaders after the gunfire stopped 
so they could remove dead or 
wounded agents from the com- 
pound known as Mount Carmel 
Mr Koresh leads fee bS 
Davidians, a sect founded in 1933 
by former members of the 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church 
3)“ heve Mr - Koresh is 

**, ‘■“"h” referred to in the 

^I = L, Bo ° k r of Revelatio™ 
They believe he is the only one 

who can open the soiled set/en 

^ls that will set loose 

EJSMSr; 

Since 1991, police in 
^gej^OTbnrb^La Vej£^ 

RiSEF mto tSm 

he made girls as young as 12 years 

commune-style house ther/ 
Sd“ spokesnwn Bill Wtefa 
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36 pianists selected 
for Van Clibum 
Competition 
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FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) 
Thirty-six pianists from 17 coun- 
tries have been selected tocom- 
pete in the ninth Van Cliburn 
international Piano Competition 
later year. The competition 
will be held on May 22 through 
June 6 in Fort Worth. It will mark 
the North American debut for 13 
of fee pianists. An international 
'screening panel selected the 
musicians from a field of -60 
applicants from 42 countries. 
Nine women and 27 men were 
chosen, ranging in age from 19 to 
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30. For fee first time in competi-^t 


K- 


tion history, there is no regum 
repertoire, allowing the pianists 
to programme their recitals with- 
out restrictions on period or com- 
poser. Daring the two weeks of 
comprehensive performance be- 
fore fee 15-member competition 
jury, musicians will play a 50 
minute solo recital in the pre- 
liminary round. The 12 semifinal- 
ists will play a 75-minute solo 
recital. The six finalists win per- 
form two concerti of their choos- 
ing with the Fort Worth Chamber 
and Symphony Orchestras. Win- 
ners will be announced on June 6. 
In addition to cadi awards and a 
recording opportunity, the top 
three medalists are offered two 
years of international concert 
tours and management. The first 
prize is valued in excess of 
S200.000. 
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New tape titbits 
said to show 
Diana had.affair 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s scan- 
dal-ridden royals faced a new 
■love sensation Monday after an 
Australian tele rion station said 
it would broadcast part of a tape 
suggesting Princess Diana had an 
extra-marital affair. Australia’s 
ABC Network said it had 
obtained previously unpublished 
parts of a telephone conversa- 
tion, known as fee “squidgy" 
tape, allegedly between fee wife 
of the heir to the British throne 
and jier friend James Gilbey. 
Mick O’Donnell, the producer of 
the programme A Right Royal 
Affair winch win broadcast the 
.material Monday, told Renters in 
Sydney the tape left little doubt 
mat Princess Diana had a pas- 
sionate relationship with Mr. Gil- 
bey, not the platonic friendship 
that previous published extracts 
‘suggested. “Most people'offirial- 
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ly interpreted (the first excerpts* 
‘“"M chat between friend# 
Ibey was a passionate 


as a straight chat between friend# 
Albeit 

friend. But the extra stuff leaves 
no doubt tbfey were full-on." 
O’Donnell said in Sydney. If the 
programme lives up to its billing, 
it could plunge fee royal family 
into a scandal rivalling the / 
“Camillagate’; affair over ! 
another tape which is widely re^ 
garded as showing Princess Di- 
ana's husband Prince Charles bad 
an extra-maritai liaison with his * 
old friend Camille-- Parker 
Bowles. 
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Foreign royals 
will not attend 
Japan wedding 


Foreign royalty 
and heads of state will not be 

rwf* 1 SL** 16 wedtKn g of Japan's 
Crown Pnnce Namhito later this 

re ? orts Monday. 

2“ fl * CIBfc "w* not com- 
** reports. The prince’s 
nwrnage to Masako Owada, a 

«ro2te?T er * di . plo,nal ’ is 

^ late 

l»rt a final date 

d2iS?n y ^ Cen “"ounced. The 
aeasion not to ' 
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Armed man robs 
bank of $543,000 


Sane? ^2 ~~ An armed PWn 
($543nmv 64 m 'Uion yen 
cte 111 proceeds from bicy- 

2JS2 aftcr talkin g his 

** P ret entiing. to 
tane^S? 40 electric power 








JS’l P 01 ** said ’ Electricity 
out in the bank' in 


Hofo 7m , ., uul me Dank in 
wW ^ometres southwest 
at the^EJ ,d *** men appeared 

official J? said a police 

aStlftS on condition of 
rifle iL l p ™ 1 bra ndKhed a 
took fee money, locked 

foot ffiS? vanlt ^ fled on 

*ey said. The bank was not 

£? business, 

proc^P^ .were counting" 
^ bicyde racing, * 
POputto form ^ betting in Japan.' 
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